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Walter Marx Gardens 


lilies 


Vy ay America’s Most Promising Perennial 


ANNUAL 1955 CATALOG NOW READY 
Every flower lover will want a copy of 
the most beautiful catalog yet published 
by Walter Marx Gardens. Complete list- 
ing of all types of Iris including Amer- 
ica's most outstanding collection of Jap- 
anese Iris. 64 pages with almost 100 
color illustrations, including many new 
plates for this edition. Copy free with 
order from this ad, for Catalog only 
please send 25c. 


DAYLILIES GIVE YOU MORE FOR YOUR MONEY 
u simply cannot go wrong with daylilies. They are permanent everywhere and bloom 
l@auriously year after year even with neglect. Their long flowering season during the hot 
d&® summer months, wide range of colors and freedom from disease and insect pests 
pttivide flower lovers with the ideal perennial. Our big husky plants, freshly dug to order 
gulfantee success and lots of bloom this year. Order now, we can ship anytime. 


STARTER COLLECTION 
A Splendid Collection for the Beginner 


AUG PIONEER. Late orange and red. GOLDENI. Deep orange yellow. 
HYPER . Huge canary yellow FLAMULA. Large bright red. 
BARONEE One of the best early reds CRESSIDA. Tall soffron yellow 
GRANADO ne of the best browns MARGARET PERRY. Big orange red biend. 
MIKADO. cot yellow, red center ESTMERE. Dainty dwarf yellow 
BRUNETTE. lest deep brownish red MANDARIN. Big spidery lemon yellow. 
BAGDAD. Brig d and yellow BOUTONNIERE. Late yellow and rose. 
CINNABAR. Sof low flushed brown 

All 15 Ve s for only $5.95 or Any 7 for $3.00. Labeled and postpaid. 


TIP TOP COLLECTION 
Six nt Introductions of Outstanding Beauty 


BERWYN. Rich velve Wonderful color 
ROSALIND. One of the b ink varieties 
ATHLONE. Lovely rose chestn iow bicolor. 
PURPLE FINCH. Deep wine red wit 
MONGOL. Huge lily-like flowers. Purest yello 
BRIGHT MELODY. Brilliant copper and red blend. 
All 6 Varieties (catalog valve $8.50) for Only $6.95. Labeled and postpaid. 


DAYLILY SEEDS 
We can offer o limited quantity of hand pollinated seeds from our best named varieties. These seeds 
will produce many fine seedlings in a wide range of colors including pink, red, wine, yellow shades. 


40 Seeds $1.00 + 100 Seeds $2.00 





rr. Uses BLOSSOM-SET Hormone on Tomatoes — WINS PRIZE! 


} ONE GIANT CLUSTER OF 
(, 9 TOMATOES WEIGHS 11% Ibs! 


Ripen Much EARLIER 
UNSOLICITED LETTER FROM 
with BLOSSOM-SET! PRIZEWINNER HARRY C. KLING 


16 Plants Yield Over 400 Ibs! about BLOSSOM-SET 
Just spray BLOSSOM-SET Hormone on to ot ge NAS ponnen Bg 
mato flowers. Stops dropping of blossoms. with wonderful results. | had one bed of 


Practically every blossom sets fruit. Toma- 16 plants and up until this date (Sept. 14th) 
: : 1 have picked 279 ibs. from the 16 plants, 
toes ripen up to three weeks earlier. and if ee have no frost for another two 


Fruits are larger, meatier, better-tasting. weeks | estimate there will be another 150 
Ibs. 


Yields are much bigger. Many Tomatoes 5 
ore SEEDLESS! ” J The fruits came in clusters of 4 to 8 fully 
E developed tomatoes and you will note by 
enclosed picture, one cluster weighed 1114 
Ibs. All the blossoms of each cluster de. 
vel nice, smooth tomatoes end ripen 
much earlier with treatment of BLOSSOM 
Ser.” 


~*~ 





; Yours, 

. , ae d Harry C. Klin 
Mr. Harry C. Kling of Tyrone, Pa., ¥ ‘ ee Tyrone, i. 
exhibits his prize winning cluster of : ; 
nine giant tomatoes which weighed : /q ; YOU CAN DO IT TOO! 
11% tbs . . . an average of 1% . : , Just spray BLOSSOM-SET on your tomato 
Ibs. each . . . and won a prize at a uv plants. Be sure to use genuine BLOSSOM-SET, 
garden show! the hormone made specifically for tomatoes, 

not for apples or fruits! 


PLANTS GROW LIKE MAGIC! meatier, firmer, seedless. Unsprayed tomots y Ay 


(left) i tery, with flabby, jelly-lik Ip. a 
Transplants and Nursery Stock een Ngee eee ow ~~ SLGEIOM-SET! 
Take Root MUCH FASTER EXPERIMENT STATION PROOF! vee convenient, 


. ; ‘ way to use 
when fed with Experiment Stations all over the country » BLOSSOM - SET 


have proved the effectiveness of BLOS- 9-964 gee’ ese the 


GARDEN-LIFE SOM-SET. Here are some of the test re- WHOOSH .... 
the job is done! 


sults: Massachusetts . . . first picking 


Soluble PLANT FOOD yielded 276 ripe tomatoes from 88 plants reents 168 pleats. 


sprayed with BLOSSOM-SET; not a single r 
The High-Powered liquid one was ripe on 88 unsprayed plants. oo on gg a, 
fertilizer with the co. “! once tir sprayed plot 
' yields s. compared with 1'2 Ibs. from A i BLOSSOM. SET 
Greatest Plant Food Content! unsprayed plot in first 342 weeks of pick- 12 oz. can (treots. 100 
ing. Minnesota . . . Plants sprayed with Regular BL ssOm- SET 


You'lovow bigne ond bet- PARR BLOSSOM-SET yield ripe tomatoes two 4 or (maken | sel. sera 
you'll have larger, more Tia weeks earlier than unsprayed plants. 8 oz. Ag. Conc. (makes % gals.) 5.95 
colorful blooms bigger, 


tastier fruits and vegetables EUV Sig seleiem 
For 50% to 100% Bigger 


which ripen earlier a as toe: tovwanag on | 7 

more luxurious lawn I | 

healthier, more vigorous | | Wi es 

shrubs and trees when you ° STRAWBERRIES 


use GARDEN-LIFE, th | . . 
~ ” Just Spray With Amazing STOP-GRASS— Blackberries and Raspberries 


high-powered soluble ferti 
lizer with the greatest plant £ Grass Stays Short for Months! No Mowing! Spray with BERRY-SET 


food content plus the root « Me mere back-breskine 
“ we ' 
developing hormone ge ae Amy ona The origino!l berry hormone that has 
M \ f T \ p knees, cutting and trim : been prercaay tested and proved by 
arvelous for Transplanting ming lawn edges in the hot 3 Experiment Stations, State Colleges and 
Nothing absolutely nothing surpasses summer sun! This won Soap ia - the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. 
GARDEN-LIFE as a transplant starter. Your trans- derful chemical discovery You'll get berries that are 50% to 
eae suffer hardly no ~+ rome growth STOP-GRASS, containing ) 100% bigger, berries that are meatier, 
almost at once with practically no wilting, no re- MH-40, makes grass grow b : ’ | more luscious, and 
placing of delicate flowers, tender tomatoes, so slowly that it stays short [| : | on have fewer seeds 
shrubs or trees and doesn’t have to be f~ f You'll start pick . sesso 
: trimmed for up to 3 or 4 [_ ne these BERRY BERRY ET 
New Growth Vigor for All Plants! months. Just spray STOP = lait? Uy SET sprayed fruits -§ 
cc a 2 hes ‘ . > 6 exnmens woes sae 
GARDEN-LIFE’s very high analysis (10-52-17) plus GRASS on lawn edges or . earlier and keep ~ataaa 
other hoard-to-mow grass on picking them 
its root-developing hormone and its instant and - \ 
edges (around trees, flower - long after plants 
complete solubility in water makes new growth beds, along fences, etc usually stop bear 
vigor more quickly available for everything thot — 9 s, f 1T Yy FERRY 
rows, from tender seedlings and house lents to cut and trim it just once, then forget it he gross in s & 
) ae lants, lawns and trees or feller actually continues to grow, but so very siowly that SE that makes 
rain oer Wonderful for _> Ah. Violets! it won't need to be trimmed for months! And it plants ripen over 
9 remains beautifully green a longer period STRAWBERRIES 
Just mix BERRY- feet: Bette o: Memmenae 
GET GARDEN-LIFE TODAY! SO EASY TO USE! SET with | a eee iin cman 0 


When you use GARDEN-LIFE, you'll agree with Just mix with water and spray or sprinkle on grass. and spray 
thousands of others, it is the best soluble pliant Drift will not harm flowers, shrubs or trees SULT: Berries like 
SAVE WEAR AND TEAR ON YOURSELF WITH you've never had 


food you've ever used. T 
STOP-GRASS! USED BY PROFESSIONAL LAND- before! 
5 oz. (makes 5-10 gals.) $0.50 SCAPERS aut Pleats with BERRY-SET! 
¥ wst Spray nts w 
14 oz. (makes 14-28 gals.) 1.00 1% ox. (for 400 sq. ft.) $1.00 . oe Ga a ts.) $0.5 
2 Ibs. (makes 32-64 gals.) 2.25 4 oz. (for 1100 sq. ft.) 2.25 3 oz. (makes 12 gals.) 1, 
5 ibs. (makes 80-160 gals.) 4.50 1 tb. (for 4400 sq. ft.) 6.95 12 oz. (makes 486 gals.) 3. 


Available at ali good garden supply stores. If ° 

unavailable at your dealer, order direct from us e SCIENCE PRODUCTS COM PANY INC 

RESULTS GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK! ’ bad 
No Stamps, No C.O.D's please e 1230 E. 63rd Street Dept. X 55 Chicago 37, Illinois 


















































DEALERS: Write for catalog and full information on this popular line. 
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O wher 


insecticide 
controls 
practically 
EVERY major 
garden 
insect pest? 


MALATHION 





FREE LEAFLE 


and find out how malathion 
insecticides, in liquid or dust 
form, protect 
FLOWERS + FRUITS 
VEGETABLES - SHRUBS 
AND OTHER ORNAMENTALS 
against over 75 different in- 
sect pests, including 
APHIDS + MITES « SCALES 
LEAFHOPPERS * MEALYBUGS 
THRIPS + FLIES 
See Your Garden Supply Store. 
Look for MALATHION 
on the label. 


AMERICAN Ganamid COMPANY 


AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N.Y. 
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ORDER BULBS NOW-PAY NEXT FALL, AFTER PLANTING! 








WORLD’s 


BIG. 

SAVE UP TO 50%! fauna 
umph b é 

° € land's mesters nf 

tulip hybridizing 

Produces blooms 


America’s Biggest Bulb Sale? [| «iwc: 
° i across! 
This is the famous Sale that gardening experts said could never no 
be! You don’t pay one cent until after planting next Fall — yet you 
get Guaranteed savings up to 50% on Holland’s finest bulbs, 
picked and packed for you in Holland, where they're grown! We 
pay all import duties, and we send expert, easy-to-follow planting 
instructions right along with your bulbs! Remember, every bulb 
is Guaranteed to bloom! Reserving your bulbs in this amazing ety or. Still @ y 
Advance Sale protects you against shortages of new and rare types THE woniorg ities 
— and protects you against the higher prices at which these same r and : $ 00 
bulbs will sell in Fall! Sale positively ends July 15th —so mail the 
coupon to Breck’s TODAY! 


BRECK’S COLOSSAL DAFFODIL 
World’s largest, most sensationally beauti- 
ful golden Daffodil — sold ONLY by Breck’s! 
Huge blooms, sometimes 5” across, in rich GIANT TRUMPETS — 
butter-yellow, on strong stems. Non-fad- Expensive Daffodils in 
ing, early blooming, and a fine cutting a low-cost mixture! 
flower. It increases rapidly, year after ; 
year! £8382. 7 for $1. 14 for $1.98 a a One 


Strong ste 
tall! Even 








Each bulb 


DAFFODIL 
MIXTURES 








50 for $6.60 





FRAGRANT HYACINTHS 


This early-blooming, all-color mixture of 
modern varieties produces giant blooms 
for many years — with little care! Exqui- 
site fragrance — gorgeous blues, pinks, 
yellows, whites! FBS49. 6 for $1. 12 for 
$1.98. 50 for $7.65 


yellow shades — even 
bi-colors! FB321. 9 
for $1. 18 for $1.98 
100 for $10.80 


RED-CUPPED MIX — A 
colorful mixture of 
the newer Daffodils! 
All with brilliant red 





cups! Grow in sun or 
shade. FB323. 10 for 
$1. 20 for $1.98. 100 
for $9.20 





GIANT CROCUSES Thrill to colorful Crocuses peeking 
through late snow! Our Giant Crocuses greet Spring with gold, 
lilac, purple and white biooms. Will multiply and bloom for 
years! FBS17. 24 for $1. 48 for $1.98. 100 for $3.95 


FAMOUS RED EMPEROR! World’s eorliest,| BUNCH-FLOWERED FIRESPRAY! The only tu 
reddest giant tulip! This famous scarlet mam-|lip of its kind! Each bulb produces 3 to 5 
moth actually blooms before the crocuses] flaming scarlet blooms resembling hot sparks - 
fade! Enormous flowers up to 9” across on|and all on one stem! Blooms with early doffo 


‘ 
sturdy 15” stems! Most sought-after tulip of | dils. #8297. 7 for $1. 14 for $1.98. 50 for $6.60. 8 BRECK’S of BOSTON SALE ENDS 
all, and ours are top-quality bulbs — the best 201 Breck Bidg. — Boston 10, Mass. JULY 15! 
thot money can buy! FBS. 10 for $1. 20 for LONG-SEASON TULIP COLLECTION! Tulips all g Reserve my Bulbs in Holland NOW! When you bill me next Fall, 
$1.98. 100 for $9.50. No limit Spring! 50 tulips in 5 separately labelled » after planting time, Il pay only these reduced Advance Sole 
varieties blooming April to June — and 10 Eng- prices plus a few cents postage. (Breck’s pays all import duties!) 
lish Wood Hyocinths FREE! FB94. 50 for $4.95 NOTE, Due to pre-packi nm Holland, these bulbs ore ovailable 
CH ereck’s MATADOR! Again Breck’s is 100 for $9 +5 — I ONLY. In quently ‘oan ‘listed o multiples thereof! 
FIRST with a rare new beauty! Named for the | . venaies 
brilliant color of the bulliring, Matador is a 
spectacular scorlet giant with enormous| GIANT PARROT TULIP MIX! Exotic blooms 
outword-sweeping fiery petals that give it Glijike orchids! Feathered, fringed, fantastic 
splendor never before seen in tulips! Outlasts| shapes and colors! #8249. 10 for $1. 20 for 
any tulip you have ever grown, in form and $) 98 50 for $4 75 f 
color! Blooms right after famous Red Emperor \ 
Be first to grow and show it! FB197. 6 for $1 
12 for $1.98. 50 for $7.95 GIANT STAR OF HOLLAND SCILLA! Vivid 
blue carpet for your garden! Early-blooming 
fast-multiplying! Thousands of blooms! #8596. 


MAY-FLOWERING TULIP COLLECTION! Three! 20 for $1. 40 for $1.98. 100 for $4.65 


bulbs each of flaming red Campfire, giant white 


Carrara, rich black Queen of the Night, butter m 
yellow Golden Harvest, rose-pink Princess Eliza 
@ 








TIME LIMIT! 
ORDER NOW! 


QUANTITY] NUMBER bule8 PRICE 





beth. Unlabelled. F881. 15-bulb Collection yj 
$1.30. 30 bulbs, $2.55. #882.—Colors as { 
above, but 10 of each variety, separately CASH-ORDER bi 


labelled. 50 bulbs, $4.50. 100 for $8.75 BONUS! TOTAL 


[ FOR FREE BONUS! | enclose payment with this order, Breck's poys 
oll postage ond sends me 15 Bive Glories-of the Snow Bulbs FREE! 


SEEDSMEN SINCE 1818 


BRECK S 


OF BOSTON 
201 BRECK BLDG., BOSTON 10, MASS. 


Address 


——O——————— ee 
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KILL BUGS ond BLIGHT 
with your 
GARDEN HOSE 
As Easy As Watering 
Your Lawn 


y 


GARDEN HOSE 
SPRAYER 


, ut lh 
ADJUSTABLE 
®\ NOZZLE 


| 





"(ONG DISTANCE 
=” SPRAYING 


Do all your lawn and garden 
spraying with your garden 
hose! Kill pests— protect against 
disease—prevent shrub and 
tree damage the most practical 
and easiest way. 


NO FUSS—NO MUSS— 
NO MIXING 
Replace hose nozzle with AR- 
NOLD Sprayer—insert cartridge 
—turn on the water. 


NO PUMPING 
Your ARNOLD Sproyer is pow- 
ered by water pressure. It ad- 
justs from fine mist for plants 
and shrubs to power spray for 
arbors and trees up to twenty- 
five feet high. 


CLEAN — EFFICIENT 
ARNOLD CARTRIDGES come 
individually wrapped. Mix- 
ing is automatic due to scien- 
tific sprayer design which pro- 
duces an effective spray solution. 

There is a specific ARNOLD 
CARTRIDGE for every pest prob- 
lem. 


Jobbers and dealers solicited. 
Write for complete informa- 
tion on THE ARNOLD GARDEN 
HOSE SPRAYER. 





GARDEN HOSE SPRAY CO., inc. 
DEPT. 1, 7 UPLAND ROAD 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
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. times and trends. It is solid bronze, weighs over 














FOR YOUR 


GARDEN 


Economical and Easy Aerating 


A new, easy and economical method of 
aerating your lawn has been devised by 
the Walkie Aerator Company. The Walkie 
Aerator is a light-weight one-piece sandal 
with two inch prismatic spikes. The rust- 
proof Aerators are simply strapped onto 
the shoes and walking on the lawn does the 
job. Available in three sizes: small, me- 
dium, and large, they can be ordered from 
the Walkie Aerator Company, Dept. H5, 
475 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, New 
York. $5.95 


New Soft Touch Gloves 


Sparkling new Soft Touch glamour gloves protect 
your hands and still let you keep your sense of 
touch. Perfect for delicate jobs — indoors and out- 
doors. Made of plastic coated fabric, the Soft 
Touch gloves are lightweight but durable. They are 
washable and snagproof. Ideal for gardening. 
Unique design makes one standard size fit every 
hand. Comes in three lovely colors — maize, mint 
green, azure blue. Mr. Soft Touch, the men’s 
version, comes in dark green. $1.00 per pair, three 
pairs for $2.75, postpaid. No C.O.D.’s. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Sharon Gardencraft, Box 141, Sharon, 
Mass. 





Hollywood Name Plates 


Beautiful plastic nameplates looking like 
fine walnut or mahogany have been de- 
signed from three-layer, lifetime, weather- 
proof plastic. Your name is custom 
engraved in handsome easy-to-read white 
script. The special plastic used is warp- 
proof and absolutely impervious to mois- 
ture, heat and cold. Print your name 
clearly when ordering and state whether 
walnut or mahogany finish is desired. 
Only $1.98 postpaid. Order from Hebert’s 
Specialty Co., Dept. HM, Meriden 24D, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. 


4 < a. | 
SIS Me SALTS 





Modern Bronze Suntimer 


A new kind of sun dial that is smart, striking, 
and handsome with the kind of clean graceful 
lines that will add its own special brand of en- 
chantment to any part of your garden. The 
Suntimer is quite in keeping with the modern 


six pounds, and stands over 13% inches high. It 
will last forever, mellowing with time to a beau- 
tiful warm brown. Easily mounted, the Suntimer 
comes with explicit instructions for installing in 
any latitude. The Suntimer is only $15.95 post- 
paid from Dewberry’s, Dept. H5, 1714 West 
Farwell Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 
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READERS’ 
QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 


We have a tree, about 10 inches around 
at the base, which we have cut down three 
or four times, but it sprouts back, bigger 
than before. What can we do to kill it? 


Unwanted trees may be killed by making 
cuts or gashes in the trunk and pouring in 
them a solution of ammonium sulfamate 

Ammate), the chemical used to kill poison 
ivy and other weedy plants 
= @ F 

What will kill ground ivy or gill-over-the- 
ground (Nepeta hederacea) in the lawn? 

Chis weed is easily killed with the weed 
killer, 2,4-D, applied in the spring accord- 
ing to the manufacturer's directions. Then 
feed the lawn after to encourage vigorous 
growth. Wash sprayer with soap and plenty 
of water and baking or washing soda be- 
fore using for other garden spray ma- 
terials 

“vz 

How does the bittersweet vine, Celas- 

trus scandens, get its name? 


The name bittersweet has been applied 
to this vine because of the “bitter”? and 
“sweet” parts of the plant. The tender 
branches and sweetish bark were eaten 
by the Chippewa Indians after the poison- 
ous “saponin” in the bark was dispelled by 
boiling. The boiled bark was then sweet 
and palatable 

2 

What can I do to control tulip fire on my 
tulips, which was serious last year because 
of the cool wet spring? 

Since tulip fire is promoted by moist 
conditions, the first step is to be certain of 
excellent drainage conditions. Then spray 
tops frequently with Fermate, starting as 
soon as shoots are out of the ground. If 
condition was very bad, it is better to dis- 
card infected bulbs and to avoid planting 
tulips in the same spot for several years 
Also gather fallen tulip petals, as they 
spread the disease. If you must plant new 
bulbs in the same location, the soil should 
be sterilized 

a a 1 

What control do you suggest for slugs on 
pansies? What about vegetables? 

Slugs on pansies and other ornamental 
plants may be controlled with a poison bait 
containing metaldehyde or with a 15% 
metaldehyde dust applied on the soil 
around the plants in the early evening 
Renew the insecticide after a heavy rain 
or watering, being careful to apply it 
around stones or loose boards where slugs 
hide during the day. This treatment is 
also satisfactory on vegetables provided 
the dust or bait does not touch the edible 
parts of the plant. Be careful of such leafy 
vegetables as lettuce, spinach, cabbage and 
Swiss chard. A 5% chlordane is also help- 
ful for controlling slugs, though much 
less effective than metaldehyde 
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HERE ARE THE NEWEST THINGS IN IRIS 


te From DAVE HALL — A new tawny Rose, @ huge Blue, an Ivory White 
with Yellow reverse, a new deep Raspberry! 
we From DR. KLEINSORGE — A giant improved prospector, a Violet 
Brown seedling of Pretty Quadroon, and a whooping big 
deep yellow! 
te And we have added about fifty brand new ones from other 
Hybridizers, far and near. You'll want to see them in color 
and add some to your own garden! 


SEND 25c FOR AMERICA’S 
FINEST IRIS BOOK 


52 pages, loaded with large colored pictures. Almost 100 
natural color hodachrome illustrations, money saving 
collections, lists and describes over 300 modern varie 
ties. If you ore planning to plant your first iris, o if 
you are @ seasoned iris expert, you simply must 

see ond own one of these beautiful books 
Actually @ collector's item it cannot be 
distributed without charge the 25« fee may 
be deducted trom your first order, costs 
us almost double that amount 


\ 


~ \ sm. : 
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ye. Se" rr Nye 
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a, 
, 


i VA 
| ey? GARDENS 
Box H, Silverton, Oregon 


["] Enclosed is my 25¢ for which please send me America's finest Iris catalog 
listing 300 modern varieties. The 25c is deductible from my first order 
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Name 
Street 


City Stote 











Gack rtqgatu 
Hosta Honeybells 


A fragrant Shade-Lover 





ALSO 
Weigela Bristol Ruby 
New English Phlox 
Unusual Perennials 


Hardy Bristol-Mums 


Free Catalog 


Bristol Nurseries, Inc. 


404 Pinehurst Road 
Bristol, Connecticut 


Waldor 


Prefabricated 


ALL-ALUMINUM 
Greenhouses 


All sizes. All styles. Beautiful 
designs. The ONLY complete 
all-aluminum, prefabricated 
line. Precision-engineered for 
easy, quick, low-cost erection. 
(No experience — only screw- 
driver and wrench necessary. ) 
So low in cost Giiagtically 
everyone cana one of 
- these Waldor beauties. 
Thousands of satished 
owners all over the 
world. Special models 
me the Home Garden- 
— for the Hobbyist 
= hee Spare Time In- 
come — for Retirement 
Income— forthe Small 
Commercial Grower— 
for the Large Commer- 
cial Grower. All mod- 
elsextendable. Builtto 
stand the worst gales 
and storms. Guaran- 
teed for 10 years. Prices 
start at only $249! 


FOR FREE CATALOG 
by return mail write to 


WALDOR GREENHOUSES 
Dept. 1805, Salem, Mass. 










THE RIGHT 


FERTILIZERS 
Make the DIFFERENCE 


Send for our complete list of Fertilizer Prices 
DELIVERED POD dipoie 4 VICINITY 
or F.0.8 


E. L. SHUTE &.cO 5 ig, wwovaron 
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From a Gardener’s Notebook 


H. Gleason Mattoon, Narberth, Pennsylvania 


ARDENING a8 a happy and healthful 
experience is a balanced combina- 
tion of planning, timing, physical 


effort and mechanical and chemical aids, 
with greatest emphasis on the first three 
But, 
easily mesmerized by labor and time sav- 
ing gadgets beautifully illustrated in page- 
splashed ads. Garden aids both mechanical 
and chemical are useful assistants only if 
they do the jobs for which they were made 
$v 

LeTTeR from Mrs. A. B. Thacher (such 
A a fine gardener) tells of her success 
with southern wild plants in the Adiron- 
no doubt, to her excel- 


in these technological times, we are 


dacks, which is due, 
supplemented with 
reminds us that 


lent growing sense 
great knowledge. But it 
many lovely native plants are little used. 
Among the trees, the river birch, Betula 
nigra, has special charm. The pinkish bark 
of the bole exfoliates in papery sheets and 
shreds. Despite its preferred marshy habi- 
tat, it does well in a variety of soils and 
sites, even on a dry hillside if plant food 
and humus are available. 

2, ey 
beaked hazel, 
known. 


shrubs the 

Corylus cornuta, is too little 
Move slender than the commoner C. 
cana, it frequents rocky woodlands. Most 
interesting is the two-inch involucre or 
sheath which covers the nut. Borne in pairs, 
the tight sheaths appear like miniature, 
green pantaloons. Both the beaked hazel 
and river birch are native from New Eng- 
west beyond the 
nurseries that 


MONG native 


ameri- 


and 
them in 


to Georgia 
Seek 
specialize in native material. 


land 
Mississippi 


mM” fungicides are of little value unless 
applied to the plants before the fun- 
gus spores arrive. Viruses, leaf spots, blights 
and rusts can be prevented from invading 
plant tissue, but they can seldom be burned 
out, once inside. A group of chemicals 
known as carbamates are especially effec- 
as preventive fungicides. The more 
common ones are ferbam, zineb, nabam 
and ziram. All four are cursed with many 
trade names. Stop in at a hardware store or 
garden mart and ask for zineb and the 
chances are the clerk won’t know what you 
are talking about. But if you look around, 
you may see Dithane 78 or Parzate or 
A on a shelf. If so, buy it. All 
brands of 65% zinc ethylene 
of which zineb is the 


tive 


Fungicide 
three are 
bisdithiocarbamate 
nickname. 
Anthracnose on sycamore and oak, 
on hawthorn and apple and leaf spot on 
annuals and perennials can be prevented 
by spraying or dusting with one of the 
carbamates before the disease appears, but 
cannot be cured by spraying or dusting 


rust 


after the disease is apparent. So have your 
equipment in good order and carbamates 
on hand for early application 
a ee 

gh NDABLE fiber pots, now freely adver- 

tised, are excellent for starting hard-to- 
After 
pots, 


transplant annuals and perennials. 
the seedlings are established in the 
plant the pots in the desired locations. The 
roots soon penetrate the pots and invade 
the soil 
ewe® 
es wild roses have such charm, require 
so little care and have so many uses 
they should be more freely planted. The 
hardiest and probably the best known is 
Rose rugosa from the Orient, liked as much 
for its red “hips’’ and fall coloring as for 
its bloom. R. virginiana with pink bloom, R. 
harisoni with yellow flowers and R. hugonis 
with pale yellow blossoms may be used as 
specimens or in the border of shrubs. Other 
native R. palustris and the 
meadow rose, R. blanda. 
Rosa wichuraiana, the 
ideal for banks. Another trailer equally 
effective as a bank holder, sturdy 
rugosa hybrid, Max Graf. Both are reason- 
ably useful in discouraging youngsters who 
enjoy sliding down steep slopes, but more 
efficient in catching and holding stray pa- 


pers and leaves 


species are 


memorial rose, is 


is the 


} gree the new chemicals that are effec- 
tive aids in gardening is vinyl resin, a 
milky white liquid composed of microscopic 
plastic particles which form a transparent 
protective coating when applied to plants. 
It is used moisture loss when 
transplanting 
woody plants. It is also a good anti-desic- 
cant when sprayed on foliage in anticipa- 
tion of a long dry spell in summer. More 
recently, its value as a sticker for pesticides 
has been demonstrated. Except for a slight 
gloss, it does not change the appearance of 
plants. However delicate flowers should not 
be sprayed with vinyl resin, even in weak 


to reduce 


annuals, perennials and 


solution 
'=v@ 

ARDENING because of its broad appeal, is 
G therapeutically effective in overcom- 
ing physical and mental handicaps. Work- 
ing with the medical profession, trained 
horticultural therapists have brought about 
amazing recuperations. Growing fruits, 
flowers, vegetables, trees and shrubs is a 
tonic to most patients Bulb culture, plant 
identification, flower arrangement, plant 
breeding and propagation are but a few of 
the phases of horticulture that have thera- 
peutic value through aesthetics or physical 
activity. The need is for trained horticul- 
tural therapists. 


HORTICULTURE 





Franklinia— the 


HE story of the franklinia 
(Frankliniaalatamaha) runs through 
the lives of many men. Its thread 


tree, 


may be traced for nearly two hundred 
years in a rhyme or a pencil line; in a 
water-color drawing or a faded, manu- 
script note; in a diary, a book of travel 
or a forgotten name. Yet it is a story 
which has no end. 

No one living has seen the franklinia 
growing wild, but it survives in cultiva- 
tion as one of America’s most lovely 
flowering shrubs — perhaps, more ac- 
curately, a tree of shrub-like growth, 
since it attains a height of some thirty 
feet. But tree or shrub, the franklinia is 
of year-round beauty. 

In winter, the thin, smooth branches 
ascend from the gray-striped lower 
trunk; in spring, the narrow, magnolia- 
like leaves unfold to glossy green; in 
autumn, turn a vivid scarlet, 
flaunting one of the most brilliant color 


these 


notes in the eastern fall. 


Blooms in August 


In July, the satin-smooth buds form 
in close clusters. Growing whiter day 
by day, from early August until frost, 
they break one after another into a ten 
days’ profusion of successive flowers. 
Each flower unfolds from a gorgeous 
central boss of stamens into a three- 
inch wide saucer of white, fragrant 
bloom. 

The fascination of the franklinia lies 
not only in its beauty, but also in the 
mystery which surrounds its disap- 
pearance in the wild. Its story 
become a horticultural legend and, as 
with most legends, there are many 
versions of the history of its discovery. 

Three men only have ever seen it 
growing in its native Georgia: John 
Bartram the eighteenth century botan- 
ist; William, his son, and Moses Mar- 
shall, his nephew. Something, there- 
fore, of the stories of their own lives 
belongs also to the story of the Frank- 


has 


linia alatamaha. 

John Bartram, one of America’s first 
great plant collectors, travelled up and 
the usually 
alone, and sometimes accompanied 
by William. No one quite knows how 
many native plants he introduced into 
cultivation. However, it is generally 
considered he contributed something 


down eastern seaboard 
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Joan Parry, San Francisco, California 


like 150 to 200 new species, the frank- 
linia among them. For a long time, 
the tree he raised in his garden was 
supposed to be the only franklinia in 
cultivation, and all growing today are 
believed to be the descendants of this 
tree. 

William Bartram, somewhat over- 
shadowed by his father’s fame, was 
hardly less remarkable as naturalist- 
artist and author of a famous book 
of travels. Even before he left school, 
he had begun to make drawings of 


William Bartram’s water color of Frank- 
linia (Courtesy, The British Museum) 


American birds for the English orni- 
thologist, George Edwards. Although 
William was not the great artist that 
Audubon yet these early 
drawings give him first place in time 
in the American tradition of Wilson 
and Audubon. He is today best re- 
membered by his book of “Travels 
through North & South Carolina, 
Georgia, East & West Florida’. It 
was widely read and not only had a 
marked influence on the writings of 
the English Lake Poets, William 
Wordsworth and Samuel Coleridge, 
but also on present-day botanists. 


became, 


It was on John Bartram’s last long 
exploration when, nearly seventy years 
old and accompanied by William, they 
discovered the growing along 
the banks of the Altamaha River in 
Georgia on October 1, 1765. But 
“it being then late in the autumn” as 


tree 


ost Tree 


William wrote in his ““Travels’’, ‘‘ we 
could form no opinion as to what class 
or tribe it belonged.” 

John Bartram named the tree Frank- 
linia alatamaha; for his friend Benjamin 
Franklin and the river by which it was 
found. Subsequently, it was called 
Gordonia alatamaha or Gordonia pubescens 
for it closely ressembles Gordonia lasian- 
thus, although both are distinct and 
quite separate species. But by that 
first name, franklinia, it is still most 
commonly known. 

Three times William Bartram re- 
turned alone to the same place along 
the Alatamaha River and found the 
tree again, in 1770, 1773 and 1777. 
He wrote that he “had the opportunity 
of observing the new flowering shrub 
(franklinia), resembling the Gordonia, 
in perfect bloom, as well as bearing 
ripe fruit.” 


Bartram’s Description 


His own testimony to the beauty of 
the franklinia and its discovery is not 
to be found in his ‘Travels’? but in the 
Museum of Natural History in Lon- 
don. There, together with his water- 
color drawing and the now dry spray 
he once picked from the living tree, is 
his manuscript note: 

This fine flowering Tree, was first observed 


wild the River Alatamaha in 
Georgia ire tn, large white fragrant 


crowing near 
flowers embellish’'d with a large tassel or crown 
of golden . » produced from the 
boosoms of the leaves towards their extremities 
of its branches... . Yet This 
beautiful Tree growing wild but in one spot on 
the Alatamaha about 30 miles from the Sea 
coast neither has any other person that I know 


Stamens 


never Saw 


of ever seen or heard of it. 


That note was written in 1788. Two 
years later, in 1790, his cousin found 
the tree again. Humphrey Marshall, 
cousin to John Bartram, owned a 
nursery business in 
partnership with his nephew Moses 
Marshall. From Humphrey Marshall 
the London firm of Grimwood, Hud- 
son and Barrit ordered in 1787 and 
1789 considerable quantities of frank- 
linia. Moses Marshall went to collect 
a fresh supply, and no doubt following 
William’s exact directions, found the 
franklinia for the last time. 


Pennsylvania in 


See page 252 
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bell- 
hut 


© MOST PERSONS the name 

flowers mean campanulas, 

the late L. H. Bailey expanded 
the term to include, too, those other 
members of the family whose flowers 
be ll-like the ring bell- 
(Symphyandra), the 
, the trailing bell- 
balloon-flower 


bellflower 


int also 
flowers, such as 

ladybell (Adenophora 
flower (Cyananthus), the 
Platycodon), the 
ledrianthus), the 
( odonopsis), 


not so hardy 


grassy 
bellflower 
and other that 

Many of these deserve 
to be more the 
qualities that make some of the lesser 


known kinds so desirable deserve to be 


bonnet 
sorts are 


grown widely, and 


known by more gardeners 

More than 200 
genera have been offered in the Ameri- 
Many are 
neither 


species of these 


can trade in recent years 
known, others are 


available 


L ommonly 


so common nor so readily 


Sometimes one must search the seed 


lists to find an especially desirable 


item but, next to possessing the rarity, 
one of the real 


seeking it becomes 


pleasures of gardening. For the most 


part, this article treats the desirable 
known sorts 
of them may be available in a given 


season, but all are known to be grown 


but lesser 


in our gardens 


Not every one 


Bellflowers 


Or 


Your Garden 


George H. M. Lawrence, 


Bailey Hortorium, Cornell University 


p 


Illustrations by Elizabeth Burckmyer 


Codonopsis clematidea, the bonnet bellflower 


Of the common time-tested campan- 
ulas there are such perennial border 
favorites as Campanula lactiflora, long- 
lived, stately and most floriferous; the 
equally large C. pyramidalis, sometimes 
called the chimney bellflower, with 
its stiffer spikes and usually shorter 
lived character; the purple-flowered, 
clump-forming C. glomerata, long-lived 
and most dependable, but somewhat 
less showy than the others, and C. 
trachelium, a rather coarse, stiffl-hairy 
plant of two to three feet in height, 
with large tubular that are 
erect or borne horizontally, a species 
sometimes confused with the drooping 
flowered, weedy naturalized “invader” 
that bears the name C. rapunculoides. 

The common rock garden species 
include the trailing C. elatines, a varia- 
species of which one 

is widely known as 


flowers 


ble Grecian 

minor variant 
C. gargamca, and the clump-forming, 
open-cup-flowered species C. carpatica, 
whose white-flowered form is as well 
known as is the blue. Related to C. 
elatines, but more tender, is the Italian 
C. wophylla, usually grown as a win- 
hanging-basket subject 
carpatica, it 
the 


dow-box or 
with C. 
should be noted that 

material offered as C. raineri is actually 


In connection 
most of 


a dwarf race of the carpathian species. 
To ha 
terial passing as C. pseudo-raineri. In 
true C. carpatica and its allies the lowet 
stem leaves are heart-shaped or trun- 
the lower 


carpatica belongs also the ma- 


cate, whereas in C. raineri 
stem leaves taper basally. 

The less 
annuals, biennials or perennials. All 
are grown readily from seed. None 
of the annual species equal the others 
in beauty, although C 
Turkey, is certainly most bizarre, with 
its shallowly cup-shaped flowers of 
bright lilac, flecked with white, that 
open skyward and become two inches 
and more across at maturity. In this 
species the style extends for an inch 
or more and is terminated by three 
large lobes that spread and recurve 
as the flower matures. It is a curiosity, 
easy to grow and certain to attract 


common sorts may be 


macrostyla, of 


attention. 

A second annual species, more showy 
than the first, is C. drabifolia, that 
height and 


grows to six inches in 


spreads by a repeated forking of the 
gray-hairy branches. The flowers are 
violet-blue to white and bell-shaped 
and are produced abundantly in cy- 
mose clusters 


Aside from the famous Canterbury 
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bells, C. medium, there are two other 
biennial species that especially deserve 
inclusion in the border. One of these 
is C. formanekiana, a delightful plant, 
native from northern Greece and AIl- 
bania It produc esa single stout stem 
a foot or so high, with a large, pale 
bell-shaped flower in almost 
leaf 


number of short prostrate stems about 


blue, 


every axil. It also produces a 


the base, each bearing a number of 
flowers. The flowers are of good sub- 
stance, about one inch long and not 
The 
plant is made further attractive by 
foliage 


unlike those of Canterbury bell 


its soft gray-pubescent and 


Sometimes it is distributed in 


ephesia and, sometimes 


stems 
the trade as ( 
too, seed sold under the name ( 
formanekiana has proven to be the unre- 
lated perennial C. porscharskyana, dis- 
cussed later in this article 

species is C 
celsu, another kind 
from Greece, where it is native in the 
Islands. It is attractive in 


foliage because of its lobed to deeply 


A second biennial 


gray -pubescent 
Cyclades 


toothed leaves, and especially so in 
flower for its cylindric-bell-shaped lav- 
ender corollas that open skyward and 
are about an inch long. The flowering 
stems may be repent on the ground or 
may be ascending to six inches or so 
in height. A succession of bloom assures 
a showy plant for several weeks 

It is with the perennial species that 
greatest range of ma- 


one finds the 


Campanula lactiflora, a stately and floriferous plant 
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Campanula alliariaefolia 


ol de- 


there 


terial and the largest number 
sirable items. For the rockery 
is the dwarf central European moun- 
tain species, C. alpina. It forms tufts, 
producing flowering stems three to 


six inches in height and a profusion of 


deep blue, bell-shaped, nodding flow- 
ers, about three-quarters of an inch 


long. Usually there are three to 12 
on each stem. When in flower, in 
late May and early June, it is a mass 
of bloom, the narrow-leaved foliage 
scarcely showing. A colony of five to 
six plants can be a focal point of 
color. 

Another dwarf 
Alps is C. alpestris, known also by its 
later synonym, C. allioni. It is a 
species whose branching rhizomes pro- 
plants with 


member from the 


duce a dense mat of 
flowering stems two to three inches 
in height, bearing a 
single large erect to drooping blue 
or white bell-shaped flower that is 
nearly long. It requires 
good surface drainage and, if not kept 


each usually 


two inches 
too wet in summer months, establishes 
itself well in a rock garden pocket 

A neat plant suited for the 
garden or for the border is C. barbata 
hairy 


ro k 
It is distinctive by its very 
herbage, the basal rosette of spatulate 
leaves and the 
simple stems that arch over at the tip 
with its 


one to few mostly 


In bloom, it is a beauty, 
gray-green foliage and its abundance 
of bells of lilac-blue or 
that droop from long pedicels up and 
down the stem. Each flower 
an inch long and is usually hairy in- 


white flowers 
1s about 


side. It, too, is native in the mountains 

of central Europe 
other rock 

resembling ( 


Iwo garden 


spec ics, 
elatines are ( 


See page 20) 


much 


Campanula pyramidalis, called the chimney bellflower 
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Yellow Chinese Pygmy Water Lily, ideal for a small pool 


Vater Lites for Beauty 


George H. Pring, Missouri Botanical Garden 


LMOST EVERY shade of the rainbow 
is represented in the blossoms 
water lilies, 


of modern day 


which range in size from three to 


12 inches in diameter. Thus, no home 
gardener, whether his pool is of good 
size or only a tub garden in a bit of 
sunny space, need be denied the pleas- 
ure of enjoying one or many varieties 
water lilies 


Success or failure with 


depends greatly upon the pools in 
which they are to be grown. In locat- 
ing a pool, consider first the amount 
Full sun 


culture 


is cs- 
Never 


a tree that sheds 


of sunlight available 
sential for water lily 
build a pool under 
Not only will the pool 
be littered with decaying debris, but 
too little sunlight will 
through the foliage. The depth of the 
pool will depend upon whether the 


many leaves 


penetrate 


lilies are to be grown in boxes or in a 


natural soil bed 


A lily pool does not need a con- 
tinuous supply of fresh water. In fact, 
tropical lilies delight in water that is 
warm and even temperature. Add only 
enough fresh water from time to time 
to replace that lost by evaporation. 
If you do want to change the water 
in your small pool, however, do so in 
spring before planting. Simply siphon 
the water out with a hose and then 
refill the pool the same way. Wherever 
possible, stock the pool with fish which 
are helpful in controlling both the 
mosquito larvae and the algae. 

A concrete pool is usually better for 
the small place than one with a soil- 
covered The can be 
practically weed-free and its water 
will remain clearer. The second offers 
anchorage to many aquatic weeds of 
which certain species will be difficult 
to control. many 
gardeners prefer to raise lilies in large 


bottom. first 


For this reason 


Hybrid tropical yellow water lily 


boxes or half-barrels, set in the pool 
The simplest and least expensive 
type of pool is merely a hole dug in 
the ground and filled with 
If the ground proves to be porous, 
puddle it with clay to prevent loss of 
water. The hole can be of any shape 
or size, but must be two feet deep. 
The pool next in simplicity is a 
water-holding container of some sort, 
preferably sunk in the ground. For 
this any tub of wood, porcelain, metal 
even a discarded bath tub 


water. 


or plastic 
can be used. The edge of the sunken 
container may be rimmed with brick, 
stones or any other hard material to 
add distinction. Also, plants may be 
tucked into the crevices of this edging. 

If a permanent concrete pool is 
desirable, choose between one con- 
structed only with concrete sides or 
the other built entirely of cement. 
In either the concrete walls 
should be about five inches thick for 
security with some reinforcing (such 
as a layer of chicken or fencing wire) 
laid within the concrete. Use a con- 
crete mixture of one part cement, two 


case, 


parts of sand and four parts of coarse 
gravel. Tamp the mixture in place 
Then, after it has dried slowly, apply 
a finishing coat (one half-inch thick) 
consisting of one part cement to two 
parts of sand. Following this, take 
care to change the water several times 
before introducing plants into pool 
Two Distinct Types 

Water lilies for a pool are classed 
as two distinct types: tropical and 
hardy. Many gardeners prefer the 
tropical water lilies because they hold 
their flowers high above the water. 
Their blooms are also larger, more 
fragrant and more prolific than the 
hardy kinds, besides continuing into 
late fall, long after the hardies are 
through. 

Remember, that among the 
tropicals you will find night-blooming 
species, capable of adding hours of 
pleasure in a pool garden. Tropical 
lilies are treated as annuals and pur- 
chased each spring for planting. The 
hardy lilies, however, are perennial 
and can be kept outdoors during the 
winter with some protection. 

The hardy lilies produce rootstocks 
which elongate with age. Plant these, 
while still dormant in the early spring. 
After a few years, they have a tendency 
to degenerate by crowding and starva- 
tion. Then, it is advisable to take up 
the rootstock and cut into as many 
sections as there are “eyes”. Each 
section will grow into a new plant, if 
properly reset. The hardy lilies bloom 

See page 268 
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Biennials, Stepchildren of the Garden 


URIOUSLY ENOUGH, many enthu- 

siastic gardeners completely 

neglect that comparatively 
small group of plants known as bien- 
nials. True, they do require a year’s 
growing before producing bloom, after 
which they are discarded. 

Yet this apparent liability can ac- 
tually be an asset, since the biennials 
start to bloom before most perennials 
show much color. Therefore, the gar- 
dener who longs for succession of 
bloom can achieve it most easily by a 
lavish use of biennials. After flowering, 
they are easily replaced with potted 
annuals in bloom, thus preventing 
any gap in the flowering schedule. 

Both single and double canterbury 
bells have long been favorites of mine. 
Their bell-like flowers in blue, white, 
mauve, Clear pink or rose are produced 
on bushy pyramidal plants three or 
feet high. Not they 


spectacular plants in the garden, but 


four only are 
the flowers usually last a full week in 
arrangements. Here in Connecticut, 
canterbury bells 


the middle of June and, if 


bloom in 


faded 


begin to 


Ruth Gannon, Woodbury, Connecticut 


flowers are pinched off promptly, the 
small bud just behind each flower will 
produce another bloom. I usually en- 
joy canterbury bells for six weeks. 

Two years ago when we were in 
England the lavish plantings of wall 
flowers, used abundantly as an under- 
planting for tulips, were an _ unfor- 
gettable sight. The air was filled with 
their delicious scent. Although told 
they could not be grown here, like most 
avid gardeners, I accepted the chal- 
lenge and brought back a few packages 
of seeds. They were a great success, 
so last year I bought even more. 

One night the temperature dropped 
to 19° F. and two days later it was 
70°. The wall flowers looked absolutely 
dead. In the meantime I had ordered 
some glass cloches, P.M.G.’s (portable 
miniature greenhouses). I put them 
over the wall flowers and those that 
were covered came through and 
bloomed. This year, too, I’ve planted 
a great many which were protected 
early, with their glass tents 

In spite of the fact that this has 
been a tough winter, with many days 


of zero temperature and little snow, 
at this writing on 18th, 
most of the wall flowers still look green. 
I feel certain that with a 
coldframe or P.M.G.’s can bring wall 
safely the winter. 
Flowers borne on one-foot plants come 


February 
anyone 


flowers through 
in shades of scarlet, yellow, brown, 
orange and pale yellow. Since few 
American catalogues even list them 
or else include only the Siberian, which 
have no scent, you will probably have 
to order them from Sutton’s or some 
other English seedsman. 

Pansies are favorites of everyone. 
Yet all too often in American gardens 
they lose much of their charm because 
they are nearly always sold in baskets 
of assorted colors. Switzerland, which 
has long been famous for its superb 
pansy strains, with large, long-stemmed 
flowers, uses them in masses of one 
color and they are so much more 
effective planted in this manner. A 
band of white pansies against one of 
purple or the wine 
makes a truly distinctive edging 

See page 274 


blue or shades 


English daisies make an attractive facing for the taller growing canterbury bells and delphiniums 
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One picturesque pine dominates this inviting summer terrace Low planting rambles into outlines resembling the nearby coast 


SUGGESTIONS FOR SUMMER 





Above. Good-sized groups of ground-cover plants lend year ’round distinction to 
a flagstone path curving its way through planting in the lea of a long house 


Above, right. A well-placed shrub and roses under a picture window enhance 
both a screened porch and paving which traps the sun for early-season sitting 


PHOTOS: GENEREUX 


Above. Informal steps descend from one garden 
to another. Note the varying textures of foliage in 
the strip of bank planting which separates these 
levels, also merging of garden areas into woods. 
Left. Floribunda roses are proving themselves in- 
valuable to home gardeners everywhere. Their 
general bushiness makes them useful in many a 
location; their season-long bloom is a steady joy 
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AY is a pleasant month in the gar- 
den. One of the most important 
chores is not to allow plants to 
If the soil is dry, soak the ground 
since plenty of water is necessary 


dry out. 
deeply, 
when plants are growing actively 


Plan to Mulch Now 


To help conserve moisture 
hot, dry months of summer, 
and shrubs, especially those planted this 
buckwheat hulls, pine 


during the 
mulch trees 


spring. Marsh hay, 
needles, cran-mulch and corn cobs are all 
good. If using sawdust or wood chips, add 
nitrogen, such as nitrate of soda, at the rate 
of three pounds per 100 square feet for 
every two to three inches of mulch. The 
reason is that wood mulches take the ni- 
trogen from the soil during the process of 


decomposition 


Prune Spring-flowering Shrubs 


Prune spring-flowering shrubs as soon as 
flowering is over. This will allow new 
growth to develop buds for next year’s 
flower crop. Such shrubs include forsyth- 
ias, flowering quinces, spireas, weigelas, 
deutzias and pearl bushes. Remove a few 
of the oldest branches directly to the 


ground to encourage growth from the base 


Attention to Lilacs 

Cut faded flowers from lilacs to prevent 
them from forming seed. This is especially 
important with young plants which are 


cut some of 
base to keep 


Mildew, a 


getting established. Likewise 
the oldest branches to the 


plants vigorous and bushy. 


disease which gives foliage a grayish ap- 
pearance, should be sprayed with Fermate 


or Captan 


Planting Hardy Annuals 

Sow seeds of all kinds of annuals directly 
in the garden if weather is settled. Thin if 
seedlings are to where sown, 01 
transplant when they have developed a 
opportunity to 


remain 
few true leaves to allow 
grow properly. California poppies, bache- 
lor buttons, cosmos, verbenas 
and sweet alyssum are some annuals that 
do well in poor soils. With all annuals, 
avoid fertilizers which are high in nitrogen, 
since leaf growth is promoted at the ex- 


portulaca, 


pense of flowers 


Feeding and Weeding Lawns 

Mow the lawn regularly and give it a 
second feeding now, using a_ balanced 
fertilizer, high in nitrogen. If dandelions, 
plaintain, ground ivy, moneywort, chick- 
ory and other broad-leaved offenders dis- 
figure the lawn, get rid of them with 
4-D. Use a fertilizer afterward to give the 
lawn a needed boost. 


Controlling Cedar-apple Rust 


Cedar-apple rust disease, which gives 


leaves of hawthorns and flowering crab 
apples a rusty appearance during the 


summer, may be controlled by spraying 
plants with Fermate. This disease requires 
a second plant — junipers — as an alter- 
nate host to complete its life cycle. There- 
fore, spray junipers, as well, frequently 
with Fermate. 


Plant Summer Bulbs 

Plant bulbs of dahlias, tigridias, mont- 
bretias, cannas, tuberous begonias, gladi- 
olus, tuberoses and others for summer 
color. The begonias require partial shade, 
all the others sun. If powdery mildew is a 
problem with tuberous begonias, spray 
with Captan. To control thrips on gladi- 
olus, which streak the flowers, spray with 
DDT up until the color shows on the first 


bud. 


House Plants Outdoors 

Put house plants out-of-doors in sheltered 
As a rule them need 
afternoon since 


locations. most of 
early or late 


midday sun scorches their leaves 


sun, unob- 
structed, 
Where 
but first 
bottom of the hole to allow for drainage 
Feed regularly with liquid fertilizer and 
pinch to keep bushy. Spray for mealy bugs, 
scale and other pests with nicotine sulphate 


possible, set pots in the ground, 


place pebbles or sand at the 


or an oil emulsion 


Kill Jap Beetle Grubs 

If you are troubled by moles get rid of 
the grubs on which they feed. Either a 5% 
chlordane dust at the rate of five lbs, per 
1000 sq. ft. or a 10% DDT dust at the rate 
of six lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. will kill grubs of 
rose chafers, chinch bugs 
three to 


Japanese beetles, 
and other pests for a period of 
four years. Water the dusts into the soil 
after applying to lawns. 


Don’t Forget Annual Vines 

Plant seed of morning glories, moon- 
flower, scarlet runner beans, cardinal 
climber, climbing nasturtium and other 
annual vines for quick effects on fences o1 


trellises, Give sun and avoid rich soil 
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Colorful Companions for Iris 


Miriam E. Corey, Reading, Massachusetts 


ATE SPRING or early summer is the 
time for tall bearded iris, the 
most popular of the many spe- 


cies and hybrids of the iris family. 


Varied and lovely are the hundreds of 


named varieties 

Siberian 
season. Close clumps of upright, slen- 
der foliage, almost concealed with an 


iris, too, appear at this 


abundance of dainty bloom in white, 
true blue and all shades of purple 
grow lustily in a damp spot. Two of 
the choicest blues are Gatineau and 
Durquoise Cup 

Happily for the average home gard- 
ener, however, there is a wealth of 
companion bloom at iris time among 
the perennials, and each seems to en- 
hance the beauty of the others 

Planning a garden with such plants 
can be a joyful adventure, a gratifying 
expression of the gardener’s particular 
feeling for color arrangement and de- 
sign. No perennial offers a wider range 
of color than iris. One’s favorite can 


serve as a color theme, threading like 


a ribbon through the border. This 
may consist of many or few varieties, 
but should include all tones from light 
to dark, the lighter predominating. 
Blues, from palest ice blue to deepest 





blue-black, are particularly pleasing. 
Around and through this ribbon, iris 
of other colors and their chosen com- 
panions can be located. 

Who does not love peonies? With the 
exception of very early and very late 
varieties, they can be depended upon 
to bloom with iris. The big buds are 
ornamental and the shapely clumps 
of deep green, placed at intervals, 
offer the contrast needed. Try some 
of the gorgeous Japanese types. Their 
wide, silky petals in white, pink, rose 
and richest reds are centered with 
spectacular tufts of gold and rose. The 
stems hold the blooms erect, even 
through rain — an asset, indeed. Al- 
low peonies space to develop, so they 
will give added glory with the passing 
seasons. 

Another permanently 
plant is Dictamnus fraxinella, called gas 
plant. The more pleasing name, dit- 
tany, is preferable. Long-lived and 
disliking change, dictamnus increases 
slowly and remains a shapely clump of 


beautiful 
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THERE'S A VIGORO PLANT FOOD FOR EVERYTHING YOU GROW! 
New Golden Vigoro Lawn Food...Mede a Regular Vigoro Plant Food . . . provides com- 
new, patented way” so it WON'T BURN GRASS plete, balanced nourishment for everything 
when used in recommended amounts. One else you grow . . . lowers, shrubs, trees, vege- 
feeding lasts olf season. (Also available in tables. Makes garden soils rich like finest 
(anode ) greenhouse soils. 

*Pat. Nos, 2618546, 2618547 


YOUR BEST BUYS IN GARDENING SUPPLIES THE VIGORO FAMILY OF GARDENING AIDS 











240 


WATER SOLUBLE 


PLANT FOOD 


@ Scientists in Swift’s Plant Food Research Labo- 
ratory have developed a new, water soluble plant 
food that works amazingly fast and is DOUBLE 
ACTING! Part of its rich nutrient diet enters the 
plant through the /eaf area and the balance of the 
nutrients enter through the roots. 

Instant Vigoro complete plant food is a water 
soluble product. It helps keep lawns deep green 
and luxuriant throughout the season, keeps flow- 
ers in fine bloom, is excellent for vegetables that 
need quick growth to be their best, and has proved 
to be the ideal plant food for use on house plants. 

You'll find it easy to apply with a sprinkling can 
or one of the many new, inexpensive attachments 
your dealer has that permit feeding while you 
water your lawn, garden, and house plants. In a 
matter of hours the plants are benefited, because 
Instant Vigoro is a real square meal for plant 
life... DOUBLE acTING. Get it at your dealer’s. 


Vigoro is a registered trade-mark of Swift & Company. 
Copyright 1965, Swift & Company 
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rich green at all times. The tall spikes 
of loosely arranged blooms are white 
and orchid-pink to wine-red. Actually, 
the colored blooms are white, lightly 
or heavily veined in color. The seeded 
spikes make interesting dry material. 
Pests don’t bother dictamnus, and a 
well grown clump is always sightly. 

Protect hands and arms from brush- 
ing the plants, however, as an eruption 
somewhat like ivy poisoning is often 
caused by contact. 

Gay Oriental poppies bloom in the 
early summer, too. The great, frilly 
blossoms, like crinkled tissue paper, 
unfold quickly when the hairy buds 
crack open. Pink, rose and coral, with 
or without dark blotches, all are 
choice. The rich, deep reds, with pur- 
ple iris against a green background, 
make a lovely picture, but always 
avoid the orange-reds. Poppy foliage 
dies down early, so it is well to plan 
for plants to bloom nearby later to 
conceal the bare spots. 

Lupins lift their slender stalks of pea- 
like bloom in charming contrast to 
flowers of rounder form. Purchased in 
colors — white, blue, pink 


separate 
seed germinates readily. 


and yellow 
Transplanted while small, plants grow 
rapidly, often showing color the first 
season. Rarely does a displeasing color 


*Cures or preventive meas- 
ures for control of virus 
diseases are not claimed as 
no cure is possible today. 
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MEMBERS OF THE 


EVER-GROWING 


Poppies and lupins combined with iris in the writer’s garden 


combination result. Large plants, with 
their long tap roots, are more difficult 
to establish. 

The spectacular 
any quantity seem a bit overpowering, 
but a few are hard to resist. Seedlings 
from cross-pollination between these 
two kinds of lupins (the busy insects 


Russell lupins in 


do it for you) are often very good 
Lupins are prone to aphis infestation 
and must be sprayed. By having young 
plants, though, rather than trying to 
save old clumps, much is avoided 

rhe dainty foliage and fluffy, mauve 
bloom of thalictrum, the meadow-rue, 


See page 248 


IMPROVED! ACTS EXTRA FAST IN 
SPRAYING LAWN WEEDS AWAY! 


Now it’s easier than ever to have a beautiful weed-free 


lawn. 


New formula End-o-Weed goes to work faster, mak- 


ing it extra effective and extra sure. Destroys over 100 
different kinds of lawn weeds, including DANDELION, 
PLANTAIN, and RAGWEED. 8-oz. can treats 1600 sq. ft. 
of lawn area. Get it now! 


NEW! THE MOST EFFECTIVE 
ROSE DUST EVER DEVELOPED! 


New End-o-Pest Rose 


Dust controls more 


rose pests and diseases* than any dust or 
liquid ever offered. Controls not only all com- 
mon pests, but also those that are resistant 
to other insecticides or fungicides such as red 


spider and powdery mildew. 


End-o-Pest 


Rose Dust is available in handy, refillable 
dust gun container or 3-lb. canisters. 


VIGORO FAMILY 


OF GARDENING AIDS 


in addition, there are 
other Vigoro gardening 
aids made to control speci- 
fic pest and weed condi- 
tions in your area. 

















Soils for Rhododendrons and Azaleas* 


Clement Gray Bowers, Author of Winter-Hardy Azaleas and Rhododendrons 


actors affecting the growth of 
F rhododendrons and azaleas are 

several, all of which are so bound 
together as to constitute a balanced 
system in which the plant’s growth is a 
measure of the whole. In marginal 
situations, where one factor or another 
is unsuitable for these plants, the bal- 
ance may be upset, the conditions 
complicated and the causes of ill- 
success may seem quite obscure. In 
other words, there is no one simple 
formula by which you can say good 
results may be secured everywhere. 

Yet in situations where natural con- 
ditions are reasonably satisfactory 
and such places are numerous — these 
plants may be grown with great ease 
and simplicity. In many other places, 
good conditions may be created. With- 
out going deeply into the complexities 
of it all, let us examine some of the 
cardinal points. 

Nutrition is certainly one of the 
main factors, and this, in turn, is of 
significance only in relation to such 
accessory matters as soil acidity, soil 
aeration, temperature, moisture and 
site. Since the discovery, some years 
ago, that practically all ericaceous 
plants demand an acid soil, this factor 
has been strongly presented as all- 
important. Certainly, soil acidity is the 
first thing to look after; yet it is not the 
only important thing. 


Amount of Acidity Varies 


Rhododendrons in nature occur on 
acid soils, but the amount of acidity 
varies with species, some being much 
more tolerant of lime than others. It 
has been generally observed, however, 
that those occurring in limestone re- 
gions are usually growing on a layer of 
peat or leaf-mold above the lime and 
thus have their roots in acid soil on the 
immediate site. Therefore, an acid soil 
is almost universally prescribed as the 
first necessary condition in growing 
these plants. 

The effect of acidity is mainly to 
make iron available to rhododendrons ; 





* Chapter III, “The Soil”, from “Win- 
ter-Hardy Azaleas and Rhododen- 
drons”, by Clement Gray Bowers, 
published by the Massachusetts Hor- 
ticuleural Society, 300 Mass. Ave., 
Boston 15, Mass. $3.00. 
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the ill-effects of an alkaline or even a 
neutral soil solution seem to be in 
causing iron to assume a metallic, 
insoluble form in which, although 
present in the soil, it becomes unavail- 
able to rhododendrons. The result of 
this is an iron deficiency within the 
plant, manifesting itself as a sort of 
“anaemia’’, in which chlorophyll is 
not maintained, pallor and yellowness 
(technically called chlorosis) appear 
and the plant gradually dwindles and 
dies unless the condition is corrected. 
In passing, it should be noted that 
other things than an alkaline soil can 
cause pallor in the foliage; these might 
include lack of nitrogen, a_ water- 
logged soil, the presence of disease or 
unbalanced nutrition, or even a too- 
acid condition — an unexpected pos- 
sibility! 


Have Soil Tested 


Regarding soil acidity, several prac- 
tical points should be observed. The 
first is that it pays to test your soil 
occasionally or have it tested, Simple 
and inexpensive colorometric soil test- 
ing kits are easily available, or testing 
may be done by agricultural agents 
and experiment stations. For accurate 
readings, the testing solutions should 
not be more than a year old, as they 
lose their potency with age. On the 
“pH scale” by which soil acidity is 
measured, the neutral point is 7.0, 
which is too high for rhododendrons. 
The correct range is between pH 4.5 
and pH 6.0, the best all-around point 
being around pH 5.0. It is possible to 
get your soil too acid, and some azalea 
growers contend that the application 
of calcium salts in limited quantity 
benefits R. molle and certain other 
azaleas. This should not be regarded 
as a rule, however, and should be con- 
sidered experimental and of applica- 
tion only on calcium-deficient soils. 

Peat (usually granulated dried 
sphagnum deposits) is an almost uni- 
versally accepted medium for grow- 
ing rhododendrons and azaleas. In 
some regions, such as in Rochester, 
New York, where calcium is abundant, 
pure peatmoss to the depth of the plant 
roots apparently makes a safe and 
highly successful planting medium. 
Elsewhere, peatmoss mixed with the 
natural soil benefits it physically as 


well as chemically and is a far better 
means of acidifying soil than the use 
of aluminum sulphate or other chemi- 
cal salts. Acid leaf mold, especially 
from oaks, is useful for the same pur- 
pose, also sawdust and certain other 
mulching materials. 

As previously implied, excessive lime 
is the most common cause of insuffi- 
cient acid in soils for rhododendrons. 
Although a soil may be artificially 
“*made”’ to be correct in its acidity, it 
may be quickly neutralized by out-of- 
sight factors; such as ““hard’’ water or 
improper fertilizer or drainage from 
neighboring sources. Water from deep 
wells or certain municipal systems may 
contain salts of calcium, sodium or 
magnesium in quantity sufficient to 
ruin a peat bed in a few waterings, and 
this is one probable cause of failure 
with ericaceous plants in some cities 
where no one seems able to grow them 
well. Drainage from neighboring areas, 
such as the wash from rain falling on 
the upper portion of a gravel bank and 
entering an acid peat-bed near its 
base, can quickly neutralize the peat 
and cause the death of plants. Or 
plantings near the base of a masonry 
wall may get sufficient lime from rain- 
water, running off the wall, to create 
havoc. One sure way to detect such 
trouble is to test the soil. A cure is to 
set up raised beds of peat, so located 
that drainage cannot enter, and plant 
your rhododendrons in these. 

Organic means of increasing soil 
acidity where needed by using acid 
peatmoss as suggested are considered 
preferable to treatment with inorganic 
chemicals, because with organic acids 
iron will remain available over a 
higher pH range. Certain chemical 
salts, however, have been utilized as 
acidifiers. Ordinary sulphur, applied 
at rates not exceeding one pound per 
100 square feet per application, is one 
method of correcting alkalinity. In 
sandy soils it requires 34 pound of 
sulphur to lower the soil one pH de- 
gree, but in medium-loam soils two to 
three times as much is needed. 

Actually, in heavy-clay soils, correc- 
tion by inorganic chemicals seldom is 

See page 254 
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Rhododendrons make this 
setting cool and restful 
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HE National Rose Show will be 
| held on Thursday, May 26, in the 
Conservatory of the Missouri Bo- 


tanical Gardens. Special trophies will 
include the Nicholson Bowl (open to 
Rose 


Horace 


American 


competition by all 
Society members) and the J. 
McFarland Memorial District Trophy 
open to ARS members living in Mis- 


Rose Show Time ls Here 


souri, lowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas. 
Write to Francis McMath, 1316 
Chesire Lane, Webster 19, 
Missouri, for a copy of the schedule. 


Groves 


Speakers during the three-day meet- 
ing will include Dr. Edgar Anderson, 
Director, Missouri Botanical Garden; 
Mrs. Ralph E. Traubel, St. Louis; 






Winston 
Fulwood, 


Mrs. M. Boling Thomas, 
Salem, N. C.; Mrs. P. D 
lifton, Ga.; Ben F. Vance, Iowa State 
College; Richard Thomson, Wynne- 
wood, Pa.; Dr. Robert N. Goodman, 
Univ. of Missouri; Dr. R. Milton 
Carelton, Vaughn Seed Co.; O. James 
Faloon, Fishkill, N. Y. and Mrs. 
Gretchen Harshbareger. 








ALABAMA — Birmingham 
May 7 
Birmingham City Hall 


8. Birmingham Rose Society, 


CALIFORNIA — Sacramento 
April 30-May 1. Northern California 
District, Elks Temple Bldg., 11th & 
Jay Streets. 


San Francisco 
May 15. San Francisco Rose Society, 
City Hall 


San Mateo 
May 8. San Mateo Co. Rose Society, 
City Hall, San Mateo Drive & 
Baldwin Ave. 


Watsonville 
May 15. Gardeners Unlimited, Mar- 
shall Garden, 515 Center St. 





COLORADO — Denver 


June 25-26. District Meeting & 


Judging School. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Colonial District, with 


Rose Society. 


May 21 


Potomac 


»” 


INDIANA — Indianapolis 
June 4-5. Illinois-Indiana District & 
Indianapolis Rose Society, Holcomb- 
Garden House, Butler University. 


South Bend 
June 12. Roseland, So. Bend Rose So- 
Clay Sr. High 


ciety, Washington 


School. 


ILLINOIS — Chicago 
June 19. 


Page Trust Building. 


Chicago Region #2, Du 


Moline 
June 11-12, 
Garden Club, 


Cathedral. 


Men’s 
Scottish 


Rose 
Rite 


Tri-City 
Moline 


IOWA — Des Moines 
June 12. Des Moines Rose Society, 
Des Moines Art Center, Polk Blvd. 


& Grand Ave. 
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KANSAS — Wichita 
May 29. Wichita 
Boulevard State Bank. 


Rose 


Society, 


MARYLAND — Baltimore 
May 28, Maryland 
Hutzler Brothers 


Rose Society, 


MASSACHUSETTS — Boston 
June 20-21. New England Rose So- 


ciety with Mass. Horticultural So- 
ciety, Horticultural Hall, 300 Mass. 
Ave 


MICHIGAN — Detroit 
June 11-12. Detroit Rose Society & 
Great Lakes District, Detroit Histori- 
cal Museum, Woodward at Kirby. 


Kalamazoo 
June 18. Kalamazoo Rose Society, 
Keegan Show Room 600, W. Maple 
Street. 





Lansing 
June 18. Greater Rose 
ciety, Reo Club Auditorium, 


Lansing So- 


MISSOURI — Kansas City 
June 4. Kansas City Rose 
Plaza Bank of Commerce. 





Society, 


St. Louis 
May 26, 27, 28. North Central Dis- 
National Meetings 


trict & 


Roses on Parade 


HE ROSES illustrated on the oppo- 

site page were photographed 24 
hours after they had been staged for 
the 1954 rose show sponsored jointly 
by the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society and the New England Rose 
Society at Horticultural Hall, Boston. 
These ten hybrid teas were selected 
for the condition of the blooms on the 
second day of the show, rather than 
for the awards which they had re- 
ceived. Note that the group includes 
top favorites as well as a few that are 
not commonly seen. 

Top Row — (left to right): Chrysler 
Imperial; Peace; Mme. Henri 
Guillot 

Middle Row — The Doctor; Crimson 
Glory; Helen Traubel 

Bottom Row — Picture; Fred How- 
ard; Waves; Lowell Thomas 














Lincoln 


NEBRASKA -- 
June 5. Cornhusker Rose Society, First 
Federal Bldg. 1235 N. Street. 






NEW JERSEY — Cape May 
May 28. Cape May Co. Garden Club, 
Convention Hall. 


NEW MEXICO — Hobbs 
May 10. Hobbs Rose Club, Tidwell 
Motor Company 


NEW YORK Buffalo 
June 18-19. Niagara Frontier Rose 
Society, Albright Art Gallery, 


June 19, Greater Buffalo Rose Society, 
Buffalo Savings Bank, 3134 Bailey Ave 


Flushing 
June 5, Rose Festival, Queens Botani- 
cal Garden Society, Lawrence St. & 
Fowler Ave. 





Newark 
June 12-26, 
& Perkins. 


Rose Festival, Jackson 






Rochester 
June 21-22, Rochester Rose Society, 
Rochester Museum of Arts and Scien- 
ces 
June 26, 
Club 


and Garden 


Kodak Rose 


Charlotte 


Charlotte Rose Society, 
Bank, 


NORTH CAROLINA 
May 28-29 
Union National 
Third Streets 


Iryon & 


Rocky Mount 
May 16. Rocky Mount Rose Socic ty. 


OHIO Akron 
June 13. Akron Rose Society 
Auditorium. 


Polsky’s 


Cincinnati 
May 28. Greater Cincinnati Rose As- 
sociation, Hyde Park Baptist Church. 


Cleveland 
June 13-14, Cleveland Rose Society, 
Higbees Dept. Store. 
June 11. Forest City Rose Society, 
Gilles Sweet School, 4320 W. 220 St. 
See page 248 
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Primula auricula is known for its richly-colored flowers 


Primroses Spring Eternal 


Florence Levy, Gresham, Oregon 


N THEIR EAGERNESS to bloom, primroses 
are among the most charming flowers 
of spring. Yet they have other assets 
that are amazing 
collection of species and varieties can be 


equally appealing. An 


through the 
Best ol all, 
they are denizens of the shade, but not in 


enjoyed from early spring 


warm days of carly summer 


its densest form 
By nature, cold climate 


plants, preferring coolness and a moist soil 


Primroses are 


to heat and dryness. Once provided with 


proper conditions, they thrive 


easily, and few hardy plants are more re- 


growing 


warding in their performance 


with, grow best 


hottest 


To begin primroses 


where there is shade during the 
part of the day. This may be cast by build- 
ings or shrubs or it may be the dappled 
shade from fruit and other deciduous trees 

In the soils, 


matter ol primroses are 


easily satisfied. Ordinary garden soil, 
which is generally neutral or slightly acid, 
Many 


however, say that auriculas flower better 
lime in the soil. In the 


pleases them eastern gardeners, 


with some west, 


lime makes the colors muddy. For this 


reason, blue acaulis, blue polyanthus and 
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blue auriculas should have a slightly acid 
soil to maintain distinct and clear color. 
For gardeners, the vast primrose family 
can be loosely divided into three main 
groups 
(1) The early spring flowering group 
(Vernales) giant 


polyanthus and acaulis types, the minia- 


which includes the 
ture Julianas, hybrids of the cowslip or 
English and the 
dwarf, creeping P. juliae, native to the 
Caucasus, (2) The European alpine group 
of which the auriculas are the most popu- 
lar. (3) The Asiatics 
orthodox ideas about what a primrose 
should look like. 

Each of these groups has distinct foliage 
the situa- 


wimrose (P. vulgaris), 
g 


which upset all 


characteristics, which indicate 
tion from which they come and the condi- 
tions which make them feel most at home. 

The early-flowering group, character- 
ized by plants with moderately-sized, 
neither thick-nor-thin leaves, speak of soil 
rich in leaf-mold under trees. Translated 
into garden settings, it is not difficult to 
picture beds of primroses in solid colors, in 
dramatic combinations, or even in a multi- 


tudinous assortment of hues, under purple- 


leaf plums, flowering crabs and cherries, 
dogwoods, apples or other kinds of fruit 
trees. A more restrained, but definitely 
regal setting, is made by primroses bloom- 
ing under oaks, alders or other large, 
broad-leaved trees. After the display is 
over, the trees open their leafy sunshades 
until fall, providing the desired shade 
during the rest of the summer. 

The European alpine group (which in- 
cludes the auriculas), usually have smaller 
and very thick, leathery leaves covered by 
a silver meal (farina) or by fine, downy 
hairs, which protect the plants from the re- 
flected heat of rocks. They nestle in crev- 
ices or in stony, alpine pastures. In the 
garden, these plants willingly take more 
sun than the early flowering group. Their 
soil must be of good tiith, but sharply 
drained, and able to hold moisture. These 
alpine forms are used to summer showers 
which occur about every 10 days in the 
Alps. 

Sandwiched between rocks in rock walls, 
in a corner of the rock garden or in peren- 
nial borders having relief from full sun, the 
auriculas give a wealth of flowers, subtle in 
tint and fragrance. Even without bloom, 
the foliage in neat rosettes, often silver- 
powdered, makes them worth their room 
and board! 


The Wet and Dry Side 


Exactly opposite in and 
temperament are the asiatics. How could 
they 
know but two seasons in their native homes 
They are 

Octoher 


monsoon 


appearance 


be otherwise, when most of them 
one wet and the other dry. 


covered by snow from about 
through April when the dry 
blows from the Bering Sea. The rest of the 
year it reverses and blows from the Indian 
Ocean, wrapping the flower slopes of the 
Himalayas in rain, mist and fog. 

Nevertheless, the numerous candelabras, 
the belled types, denticulatas, roseas and 
many others settle back into the shadier 
portions of the average garden. They like 
heavy soil and as much water in the sum- 
mer as you care to give. 

Their habits of growth and of flowering 
are necessarily as strange as their native 
conditions. Leaves are sheared off by the 
first killing frosts and the dormant resting 
buds, hoping for snow but not unhappy 
without it, sit in the mud and wait for 
spring. When they feel emergence is safe, 
they surge into action. Leaves quickly be- 
come large, lust-foliaged plants, and heavy 
stalks rise simultaneously. Around the 
stems of the candelabra type, necklaces of 
bloom begin to circle the two-to-four-foot 
distance to the top. With the belled type, 
the top is hung by a mop of spicily fragrant 
bells. For unexpected and dramatic effects, 
no plants have more to offer than these 
primulas from western China, Tibet and 
northern India. 

In attempting to supply enough mois- 
ture for primroses, gardeners often forget 
how much moisture shade-giving shrubs 
and trees absorb from the soil. Statistics 
credit a large maple on any hot day as 
transpiring four hundred gallons of water. 
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Primula secundiflora has bell-like bloom 


There are two ways of keeping the soil 


moist by watering or by conserving 
moisture with a mulch. No flower can take 
nourishment in any but liquid form 


With 


flower 


primroses, which develop their 
buds in summer, a mulch with an 


organic and steady-leaching fertilizer gives 


the desired nourishment and coolness. The 
mulch that feeds and cools them in summer 
protects them in winter. When the beds 
are remade, this mulch is dug into the 


soil as needed 

Primroses can be moved easily without 
checking their growth throughout the 
spring and summer into early Fall. How- 
ever, allow at least six weeks of growing 
weather for root development before killing 
frost. Always apply new mulch after re- 
setting the divided plants. Dividing of the 
old plants is best done after blooming, 
every year or every other year, depending 
upon whether or not the growth has be- 


come crowded. 





Using Mulches 

The mulch, on the otherhand, is best 
renewed every year in time to keep the 
plants cool during the summer. Barnyard 


manures make excellent mulches, but are 
not easy to come by in city gardens. Good, 
too, is an organic concentrate made up of 
emulsified whale, including the bone and 
[his is obtainable at very low cost 


the When 


thoroughly mix the two pound packages 


baleen 


anywhere in country using, 


with 20 pounds of good quality, dry peat 
moss. This makes a clean, long-lasting and 
odorless mulch which does not spot the 
leaves. 

By planting primroses in semi-shade and 
keeping them moist during the summer, 
red spider usually is discouraged. How- 
ever, Aramite is effective against this pest 
Slugs and cutworms can be the bane of any 
garden. Use metaldehyde base baits to at- 
tract slugs and snails, killing them by de- 
hydration of their body fluids. The same 
materials poison the cutworms 

Root weevil has a cosmopolitan taste 
roots of all kinds, including 


and enjoys 
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grass. Keep the adult beetle in check by 
use of any apple or bran bait containing a 
stomach Also, 
controls on the market for 





there are various 





potson 





the larvae, or 





weevil, in the soil should the beetle ignore 





ET RID 
of WEEDS 


EASY Scotts. WAY 


the bait until after eggs have been laid 






is often 
For 


ample they winter successfully in Quebec 


That relative term, “hardiness” 


a factor in discussing primroses ex- 








where the snow lies deep and long into the 





Spring. But it is the rash eagerness of the 





early spring flowering primroses, coupled 





with mild winter temperatures, that play 





havoc with them when a sudden, sub- 





freezing drop occurs. 





If there has been a natural hardening 





off process by gradual temperature decline 





before the mild period, the plants can 





usually make a return to semi-dormancy in 





safety. During the hardening off process, 





dormancy, the transpiration of moisture is 






the reduc ed 
absorption of the plants. In turn, the sugar 


the 


reduced to correspond to 





when evergreens go into a state of partial 





content is increased, which enables 





plants to resist the loss of water. Even slow 





thawing often allows plants to regain suffi- 





cient water content to es ape injury 







Winter Cover 





Therefore, if there is no snow to keep 
the 
(Vernales) inactive, an over-all protection 





early flowering 





spring primroses 





of some non-packing material, such as 


rock 


boughs, should be used 





needing, ask 


When it’s 
your garden supply dealer about dry 
SL. 
with these clean compounds 
applied with a Scotts spreader or 
the 
the hand from a shaker 


weeding you re 





wool, wood excelsior or evergreen 





Covering retards 





applied controls, Easy does it 


evaporation brought on by a sudden, hard 





freeze and slows up the thawing process . quickly 





It also keeps the plants dark and therefor 





scattered over lawn with a wave 





semi-dormant, inasmuch as primroses 





bloom with the lengthening days and in- of box. 


4-XD® — low cost weed destroyer... 
a discovery of Se Research, it 






creasing light. Such protection is usually 





put on soon after the first hard freeze and 


Then 





allowed to remain until early spring 











it is removed gradually, according to the kills Dandelions, Buckhorn, Plantain 
weather conditions. and their ugly companions with no 
harm to grass. 








Box to treat 50260 feet of lawn + $1.75 


BEST BUY 
11,000 aq Jt - 


WEED & FEED Double 


in this Scotts product feeds grass to 






Big economy bag treata 
$4.45 















witchery 


greater health and new beauty as it 


knocks out weeds. 





$2.95 
$11.75 


feet - 
Jeet 


treat 2500 






Box to 
Weed and feed 11,000 aquare 





aquare 












Crabgrass 





‘# 
















Look for the famous orange and green grasa 
design packages at your favorite Lawn Care® 
retailer or drop a card to 


O MSc & SONS CO, Maryeville, Ohio 










Primula sikkimensis, a choice species 
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Rose Show Time Is Here 





Columbus 
June 5. Columbus Rose Club, Park of 
Roses’ Shelter House. 


Lancaster 
June 14. Lancaster Rose Club, Rising 
Park Shelter House. 


OKLAHOMA — Tulsa 
May 15. Men’s Rose Club of Tulsa, 
Tulsa Garden Center. 


OREGON — Corvallis 
June 11-12. Men’s Garden Club of 
Corvallis, 


Eugene 
June 11-12. Eugene Rose Society, 
Eugene Garden Club House, 16th & 
High Streets. 


Grants Pass 
June 4. Rogue Valley Rose Society, 
Elementary School Bidg. 


Medford 
June 3. Medford Rose Society, New 
Jr. High School. 


Portland 
June 9-10. Portland Rose Society, 
Civic Auditorium 

Salem 
June 18-19. Salem Rose Society, 
Isaak Walton Club House, 501 S. 


Cottage St. 


PENNSYLVANIA — Erie 
June 13. Erie Co. Rose Society, 
Y.M.C.A., W. Tenth St. 


Philadelphia 
June 4-5. Philadelphia Rose Society, 
WCAU Radio & Television Center, 
City Line and Monument Avenue. 


Pottstown 
June 4 
Y.M.C.A. 


Pottstown Rose Society, 


SOUTH CAROLINA — Columbia 
May 21-22. Columbia Rose Society 
& South Carolina Rose Society, 
Columbia Hotel. 


LL E> E> OO 


Gardening for Youngsters 

A non-profit program to introduce gar- 
dening to children has been launched by 
the newly-formed Milwaukee County 
Parks Association. Scout troops and classes 
of public and parochial schools are eligible 
for participation and membership by 
groups under the sponsorship of their adult 
leaders. Helpful manuals are provided 
for the teachers and scout masters guiding 
the children for whom individual garden 
kits are available at very small cost, Each 
kit is equipped with seeds, fertilizer and 
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From page 245 


TENNESSEE — Memphis 
May 8. Memphis Rose Society, E. 
High School. 


UTAH — Salt Lake City 
June 5. Utah Rose Society, Porter 
Walton Company. 


VIRGINIA — Virginia Beach 


May 7-8. Princess Anne Garden Club, 
Panorama Room, Cavalier Beach 
Club. 

Warwick 


May 14-15. Virginia Peninsula Rose 
Society, George Wyth Jr. High School. 


WASHINGTON — Auburn 
June 18-19. Valley Rose Society. 


Bremerton 
June 18-19. Bremerton Rose Society, 
Sheridan Park Recreation Center. 


Chehalis 
June 9-10. Lewis Co. Rose Society, 
S.W. Washington Fair Grounds, 


Olympia 
July 6. Olympia Rose Soc. 


Seattle 
June 18-19. Seattle Rose Society, 
West Seattle Field House, First Ave. 
W. & W. Howe St. 


Spokane 
June 18-19. Spokane Rose Society. 


Tacoma 
June 24. District Convention, Tacoma 
Rose Society, Winthrop Hotel 


Vancouver 
June 18-19. Fort Vancouver Rose 
Society, Art Center 18th St. 


WISCONSIN — Madison 
June 26. Madison Rose Society, 
Women’s Club Bldg., 240 W. Gilman 


BRITISH COLUMBIA — Vancouver 
June 16-17. Vancouver, B. C., Rose 
Society, Vancouver Art Gallery. 





practical instruction, but the children use 
their own tools, All youngsters taking part 
in this program do their gardening at 
home. In exceptional cases, however, 
group plots may be set up in a central 
location, 

The county park system is to maintain 
sample gardens for inspection tours. Also, 
ready to give helpful advice at all times 
is the Men’s Garden Club of Milwaukee 
County and other member organizations 
of the new Horticultural Association of 
which Ronald A. Padway is the president. 


Companions for Iris 
From page 241 


in sizable clumps, lend height and a 
misty charm. One of the damper spots 
in the garden suits it well. 

Aquilegia, the choice, long-spurred 
columbine, is an especial favorite. A 
veritable treasure results from sowing 
a few packets of seed. When choosing 
separate colors, do not overlook the 
pale yellow A. longissima species, with 
its fairy-like grace, nor the blue and 
white Rocky Mountain variety (A 
caerulea), These precious beauties are 
not long-lived, so again, a stock in the 
nursery is wise. 

The old-fashioned, short-spurred 
columbine of Grandma’s garden, in 
purple and rose, makes large, long- 
lasting clumps, not at all temperamen- 
tal. Seedlings resulting from cross 
pollination of the different columbines 
will have spurs of varied lengths and 
many color combinations. 

All this wealth of June bloom is en- 
hanced with a background planting, 
effective for height and contrast, for 
shady spots and dappled light. 


Golden Chain Tree 


Drifts of sky-blue forget-me-nots and 
lavender-blue Phlox divaricata (which 
flowered earlier) are still showing color 
in the light shade where daffodils 
bloomed beneath flowering crabs and 
the lovely golden-chain tree (Laburnum 
vosst). This is a jewel, dainty of foliage, 
with golden, wisteria-like flowers hang- 
ing in profusion. The small crabs give 
a full display of flowers in May and 
several have reddish foliage. The 
Hopa crab is a lovely kind, with its 
bloom deep rose, its fruit small and 
deep colored. Dolgo, with green foliage 
and white blossoms, is an unforgettable 
sight when the bright red fruit hangs 
in abundance. 

Purple and white lilacs are still in 
flower and the old-time shrub rose, 
Harrison’s Yellow, with golden, semi- 
double blooms, is a cheerful sight. 
Austrian briers, in yellow and copper, 
make clumps of brilliant color. Try 
violet and purple iris in front of the 
yellow brier; copper, browns and yel- 
low with the copper brier, which has a 
yellow reverse to its petals. Kolkwitzia, 
the beauty-bush, is entirely covered 
with dainty pink flowers. This develops 
quickly into a large shrub, an impor- 
tant point to consider in placing it. 

Trained on poles or trellises, early, 
large-flowered clematis have an exotic 
beauty. They must be securely tied, as 
the vines are brittle. Clematis montana 

See page 273 
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ROTO-HOE rotor action pulis it ahead; you simply 


SRA ET Eee side "easy: relaxing exercise. 


ROTO-HOE gives you maximum effectiveness, is narrow 


Fast, Thorough Cultivation ? dig. .<gg between rows, leaves no “dead spot” in 


ROTO-HOE’s many “customer proven” attachments 


Adaptability, Utility ? give you year ‘round use at lowest cost (see below). 


ROTO-HOE is America’s Outstanding Value. It pioneered 

Most for Your Money? the “tiller-on-front’’ movement many years ago, and 
: its leadership guarantees top quality at low price. 

ROTO-HOE users are “HAPPY GARDENERS.” They get 


Lasting Satisfaction? ee ae easier—and enjoy their healthful 


HOW TO BEA 
“HAPPY GARDENER’ 


Visit your ROTO-HOE dealer. Arrange for him to demonstrate 
ROTO-HOE for you, let you operate it yourself. You see many 
people find it difficult to believe what a wonderful machine it is — 
until they try it! Then you'll see for yourself just how much help 
a ROTO-HOE will be to you — and how inexpensive it is — only 
$134 complete, ready to go to work and make you a “Happy 
Gardener.” And he will also tell you about the famous 20’’ ROTO- 
CUTTER and other low-cost attachments. (If you don’t know the 
name of your nearest dealer, use coupon below. We will send you 
his name and address, as well as our beautiful new 1955 catalog 
in FULL COLOR. It’s free, and a demonstration will be gladly 
made for you, without obligation.) 


YOU'LL SAVE PLENTY WITH THESE 
LOW-COST ATTACHMENTS 


They make your ROTO-HOE useful all year ‘round. Here (at left) is 
the basic ROTO-HOE power unit with rotary cultivator attached — 
the complete ROTO-HOE that costs only $134 — surrounded by the 
low-cost attachments. They are from top center, clockwise: ROTO- 
ZEPHYR SPRAYER ($77), ROTO-SNOW BLOWER ($38), 
ROTO-BUZZ SAW ($42.50), 20’ ROTO-CUTTER Mower($34.50), 
and SAFE-SPEED EDGER ($34.50). All are quickly interchangeable, 
easy to use. May be purchased in any combination wanted, whenever 
desired. See your dealer now. 


NEW 4-COLOR 
CATALOG FREE 


Gives the full facts about all 
3 ROTO-HOE models. Sent 
along with name of your near- 
est dealer, free on request. 


ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. 
Box 82, NEWBURY, OHIO 


TO ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. 

Box 82, Newbury, Ohio 

Please send me your beautiful new 16-page, four-color 
catalog FREE, and the name and address of nearby dealer 
where I may see the complete ROTO-HOE line. 

PEADEE. cccccccccccccccssasvvesesocososoceeneescocoecs 
ST. & NO 


CITY, ZONE, STATE 


“eee eee ee oe oe oe & 
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FERRY’S SEEDS 


are quality 
tested 








The outward appearance of flower and 
vegetable seeds tells nothing about their 
inner quality. 

That's why, in an average year, we make 
over 13,000 trial plantings of Ferry’s 
Seeds. Then we check the resulting vege- 
tables for trueness to type, yield, color 
and taste .. . and the flowers for size, 
number and fragrance of blooms. 

The net result is that you get the highest 
possible quality when you buy Ferry’s 
Seeds. Choose from the Ferry’s Seeds 
display at your dealer's. 


FERRY’S SEEDS 


YOU'LL ENJOY “THE GARDEN GATE.” Hear the 
Old Dirt Dobber's helpful gardening hints on 
CBS radio every Saturday. 
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Bellflowers for Your Garden 
From page 234 


portenschlagiana and C. porscharskyana. 
Their long names commemorate those 
of their discoverers: Father Edler von 
Portenschlag-Ledermayer, an Austrian 
priest who collected extensively in 
Dalmatia, and G. A. Porscharsky, a 
plant collector and horticulturist of 
the Balkans, respectively. 

Both species are more or less trailing 
or with decumbent stems. However 
in the first, the tubular 
with the lobes about as long as the 
tube. In C. porscharskyana the corolla 
is broadly funnelform or the lobes 
spreading nearly at right angles to the 
style and are always longer than the 
short tube. Both are species of moun- 
tainous parts of Dalmatia, with the 
first occuring also in adjoining Croatia. 
The latter is sometimes used as a 
bedding plant in place of C. isophylla 
mentioned previously. 


corolla is 


A Distinctive Bellflower 


Among the taller perennial species 
for the border is to be recommended 
C. alliariaefolia. Its stems are one and 
one half to over three feet in height 
and bear cordate-ovate leaves that are 
gray-felty beneath. The open raceme 
bears up to 25 cream-white, long-bell- 
shaped drooping flowers, each about 
an inch long. Plants of this species are 
also grown under the 
names of C. bononiensis and C. saxatilis. 

A less showy member of the genus 
is C. punctata, a species native in Siberia 
and northern Japan, represented in 
cultivation by at least two unnamed 
strains or races whose large 
drooping flowers are short-lobed and 
not much speckled, and the other with 
similar flowers, bearing broadly lance- 
olate lobes, which are much speckled. 
These flowers are a muddy, dull, 
pale reddish-purple basally speckled 
darker. The stems are about two feet 
tall and arise from spreading rhizomes 


erroneously 


one 


a character that may cause the 
plant to become weedy. 
The common harebell, C. rotundi- 


folia, derives its species epithet from 
the rounded blades of the rosette 
leaves — those of the stem are usually 
grass-like in form. It is a most variable 
species and to it are allied many 
species that may be only geographical 
races, differing by minute characters. 
All may be recognized by their foliage, 
by the slender wiry stems that may be 
erect or semiprostrate, and by the 
small, usually nodding, pale lavender- 
blue bell-shaped flowers. In this alli- 


| ance belong most of the plants bearing 


such names as C. arcuata, C. bellardi, 
C. caespitosa, C. cochlearifolia, C. hetero- 
doxa, C. hostii and C. uliginoides. None 
is particularly striking as a garden 
subject. 

Other bellflowers of allied genera 
deserve equal consideration with the 
campanulas. Very distinctive are the 
sturdy conical-shaped plants of Symphy- 
andra hoffmannu, with pale apple-green 
foliage and a profusion of pure white 
drooping cylindrical bell-shaped flow- 
ers. The plants grow to about two 
feet tall. Technically it differs from a 
campanula in that the anthers are 
fused in a ring or tube about the style 

hence the name, ring bellflower. 
The plants flourish in my garden as 
perennials, but some persons have 
found them s short-lived as to treat 
them as biennials. 

Another close relative of the campan- 
ulas is the ladybell. These are mem- 
bers of the genus Adenophora — a group 
of 40-50 species, mostly Asiatic in 
origin. Much of the material dis- 
tributed as adenophora represents one 
or more species of campanula and 
too often of the weedy C. rapunculoides. 
In the flower of an adenophora there 
is a globose solid gland situated on top 
of the ovary and covered by the 
stamen bases. There is no such gland 
in any campanula. 


A Confused Plant 


One of the most commonly grown 
species of adenophora is Adenophora 
confusa, and confused it is! Material 
in the trade under such names as 
Adenophora farreri, A. bulleyana, A. di- 
plodonta, A. marsupiiflora and A. verticil- 
lata, all are usually this A. confusa. 
It grows to three feet in height and 
produces, in profusion, a panicle of 
intensely blue bell-shaped flowers, 
made the more attractive by their 
recurving sharp-pointed corolla-lobes. 

Another desirable species is A. 
lilifolia (whose name often is mis- 
spelled A. lilifolia). It is of lower 
stature than A. confusa and has paler 
flowers whose calyx-lobes are toothed 
rather than entire. Several Japanese 
species are now becoming available 
and are to be sought under the names 
A. remotiflora, A. nikoensis, A. stricta, 
A. takedai and A. thunbergiana. The 
Siberian — Japanese species A. verti- 
cillata is distinctive by its small, but 
abundant lavender flowers, being 
borne in whorled clusters about the 
flowering stem and its branches. It 
is one of the most attractive of the 
genus, quite unlike any campanula 
in its habit and deserving of greater 


popularity. 
HORTICULTURE 











The trailing bellflowers are Hima- 
layan perennial members of the genus 
Cyananthus. They are prizes of the rock 
garden and while difficult to propa- 
gate, are usually prolific in bloom 
when well grown. They are low, mat- 
bear their deep blue 
solitary at the 
branch or stem. Persons familiar with 
them that the plant 
cultivated as Cyananthus integer is prop- 
erly C. microphyllus. The true C. 
is not known to be grown here or 


forming and 


flowers end of each 


should know 
integer 
in 
Europe. 

Other favorites of the rock garden, 
and I find them a welcome addition, 
too, in the front of the border, are the 
species of Edrianthus, the grassy bell- 
half 
in the trade and all are similar in their 
tufted habit, 


@Tassy -leay ed 


flowers. A dozen or more are 


more or less prostrate 
with of 
stems about eight inches long radiating 


Each 


terminated by a few to many purple 


an abundance 


from a central crown stem is 


bell-shaped flowers, aggregated into 
head-like clusters in Edrianthus gramini- 
folus and E., 
singly at the stem tips or on short 
lateral in such species as 


E. pumilio and E. serpyllifolius. The 


plants are perfectly hardy and moder- 


dalmaticus, and borne 


branches 


ately long-lived 


The Bonnet Bellflower 


| 


| P.S. Write for your free copy of the fascinating new book, “Guide to Better Lawns & Gardens,” 


THIS YEAR DO AS THOUSANDS DO... 


WEEDONE-ize 


YOUR LAWN TO NEW, UNDREAMED-OF BEAUTY! 
SPRAY AWAY WEEDS EASILY, QUICKLY, SAFELY 





This Weedone-treated lawn is free of dandelions, plantains and other weeds 


Weedone makes weeds go—lets grass grow 
Tough problem-plants yield to Weedone’s 
magic—such as dandelions, plantains, bram- 
bles, poison ivy, poison oak, honeysuckle, and 
over 100 other weeds and woody plants. Even 


At Garden Supply and Hardware Stores 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO., Ambler, Pa. + Niles, Calif. 


Pioneers in Chemical Gardening Aids « Originators of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T Weed Killers 
























Piastic Weedone Applirat 58c 
Fits any screw-to, gallon jug 


WEEDONE® is the World's Largest-Selling WEED KILLER 


; 






prevents crab grass from growing. Start your 
spring clean-up with Weedone, and you ban- 
ish weeds all season long. Let Weedone give 


























you a lawn your neighbors will envy! &-oz. 
can $1; 1-qt. can $2.75; l-gal. can $6.75 
WEEDONE 
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While knows the 
oriental Platycoden 


grandiflorum and its dwarf variety P. g. 





almost everyone 


balloon-flower, 


mariesit, too lew persons know the 
bonnet bellflowers, codonopsis. The 
latter are species to be admired for 
their usually scandent to vine-like 
habit, their delicate skim-milk-blue 


coloring of the corollas (often suffused 
with a greenish cast), and the nodding 
effect of the inverted-cuplike flowers. 


They are not suited for cutting, not 
because of the short flower stems, 
but because of the musky somewhat 


offensive odor of the foliage, especially 
when bruised 

However, they bloom profusely from 
July through August and I find that, 
when given the support of some birch 
brush, they will cover it to a height of 
three feet, delightful 
of soft-hairy by 


nearly with a 


mound foliage mid- 
summer. One of the species most com- 
monly grown is Codonopsis clematidea, 
illustrated at the heading of this article. 
A similar dwarf growing to 
about a foot high is C. ovata. A species 
than the and 


almost erect 


spec ics 


less scandent others, 
without 
meleagris of Yunnan, 


See page 253 


which grows 


support, is C, 
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OUR 1955 SPRING CATALOG SHOWING ALL THE NEWEST 
CREATIONS AND FINEST STANDARD VARIETIES OF 


de Jager Superb Quality 
GLADIOLUS, LILIES, 
BEGONIAS, DAHLIAS 
and many other varieties 
of Bulbs, Tubers, etc., is now ready. 


For many years, nearly 85, de Jager Bulbs have been the stand- 
ard of Superb Quality in all parts of the World. Their high 
productivity and beautiful blooms have made them the choice 
of discriminating flower lovers everywhere. 


Constant experimenting and testing at our Heiloo, Holland 
Nurseries has enabled us to produce finer bulbs with each 


successive planting. 


Plant de Jager Bulbs for Assured Garden Loveliness, 


Bulbs Sent POSTPAID in the U. 8. 
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Which Rose Will You Grow? 


It no longer is impossible for you to grow 
big beautiful roses... if you only (1) feed 
your plants, (2) protect them from fungus 
diseases and (3) kill off the injurious in- 
sects! And there's an exact Tri-Ogen Rose 
“Grow-er” that will make it very easy for 
you to grow Big, Beautiful Roses. 
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TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE SPRAY 


Incredibly efficient combination of 
insecticides, fungicides and foliar 
stimulants. Wonderful results 
Finest gardens. $1.50 (10 bush 
season supply) up. 







TRI-OGEN 3-Way DUST “GUN” 


Similar highly effective combination 
in dust form. Complete, refillable, 
easy-to-use gun-type con- 


sautiate @ ik 
irs TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE FOOD 


Richly balanced. Quick tonic-like effect 
and long-lasting benefits assure (1) more 
active root systems, (2) sturdier growth, 
(3) more dependable blooms. 89¢ (5 
Ib bag) and up 





TRI-OGEN FLORAL and GARDEN bust 


Now! Tri-Ogen PROTEC. ~ 

TION and stimulation for| | y 
vegetables and fruits as ~~ VV 
well as flowers. Contains Malathion aes Captan 
Refillable "Gun" $1.25; 3-lb can $2.9 


TRI-OGEN ROSE and FLOWER 
GARDEN “BOMB” 


New! A_ combination insecticide-fungi- 
cide push-button spray for both inside 
and outside plants. Long needed! You'll 
love it! $1.69 each 


TRIOGEN, “The Secret of Fine Roses,” is avail- 
able at better stores everywhere. Or direct. Book. 
let, “Hew to Grow More Beautiful Roses” free 
upon request. Send today. Rose Mig. Co.—"'let in 
Rose Sprays’’— 1312-55 Ogen Bidg., Beacon, N. Y. 
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Franklinia —the Lost Tree 
From page 233 


Nearly a century passed before any 
further search was recorded. Since that 
time many men have sought con- 
tinually for the tree without success. 

Was it the last stand of the franklinia 
that the Bartrams discovered in Geor- 
gia? Did William Bartram and Moses 
Marshall between them strip it en- 
tirely? Or did it perish in the “Yazoo 
freshet’”’ of 1796 — or the cold Satur- 
day of February 1835 — or by fire? 
No one knows. 





Audubon’s painting of franklinia, show- 
ing a superb cluster of buds and bloom 
with excellent detail 


But the franklinia lives — in private 
gardens and botanical collectio ~ and 
in the work of such artists as M wux 
the son of another famous plan 9l- 
lector, Andre Michaux. He bro ht 
the first camellias to America. In 154, 
Audubon set his Bachman’s Warbler 
among its branches, naming it as 
‘**one of the most beautiful of our south- 
ern flowers” 

It lives also in the “‘wonderful kind 
of floundering eloquence”’ of Bartram’s 
‘*“Travels’’ — as such, Thomas Carlyle, 
the English historian described it to 
Emerson, adding that it was a book 
“All American libraries ought to pro- 
vide themselves with and keep 
as a future biblical article.” 

For gardeners only a note on the 
Gordonias is of interest. The genus 
named after James Gordon, an English 
nurseryman who died in 1780, consists 
of ten or more species. All are from 
the warmer parts of Asia except 
Gordonia lasianthus, the loblolly bay, 
and Gordonma alatamaha or G. pubescens, 
the franklinia, both native to the south- 
ern states of North America and both 

See page 259 





Order from Horticulture’s Book Dept. 


An altogether charming paper-covered 
book is the translation by W. Van Dijk 
of “A Treatise on Tulips’ by Carolus 
Clusius of Arras (1526-1609), the first 
monograph ever published on the tulip. 
This small book consists of painstaking 
descriptions of the tulips then known, 
including their origins. Plates drawn and 
cut for Clovius’s works preserve and com- 
plement the flavor of the text they accom- 
pany. (Haarlem: Associated Bulb Growers 


of Holland). 


Of a different nature is “Artistry in 
Arrangement” by the Flower Arrangers 
Club of Georgia, largely a collection of 
photographs of arrangements made by 
members. Its first pages, however, discuss 
the problems of arrangers, from containers 
and practical mechanics to the abstracts 
of color and design. (Haperville, Ga., 
Longino & Porter, Inc. 2 vols. $2.00). 


As fascinating as it is practical is the 
book “Practical Plant Breeding” by W. J.C. 
Lawrence (New York, Macmillan Co., 
$2.00) head of Garden Research of John 
Innes Horticultural Institution in England. 
This lucid, detailed treatment “for the 
enterprising gardener” discusses the struc- 
ture of flowers, pollination and fertilization, 
techniques of breeding, laws and mechanics 
of inheritance, sterility, methods and re- 
sults of plant improvement. Because of his 
mastery, the writer makes complex genetic 
laws understandable to any attentive 
reader. 


Gardening Indoors as a Hobby” by 
William Ruben (Plant Specialties Com- 
pany, New Jersey, $1.00) is a paper-covered 
book intended to show the novice the 
rudiments of growing plants indoors. The 
greater part of the book lists foliage, bulb 
and flowering plants, with information on 
their culture, appearance, ease of growing 


and origin. 


Broad in scope and scholarly in treat- 
ment is the text “Climate, Vegetation and 
Man” by Leonard Hadlow (Philosophical 
Library, N. Y., $4.75). This thorough, 
three-part study covers the foundations of 
climate, 
vegetation amd man’s response to both 
climate and vegetation. Well-illustrated 
with numerous graphs, drawings and 
photographs, this volume, intended as a 
class-room text, should be of high value to 
any interested adult reader. 


nature’s response to climate via 


When Patronizing Our Advertisers 
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From page 2. 5] 


China. It grows to two feet in height | 
and has the largest flowers of any — | 
about one and one half inches long 
— that are greenish-yellow in color, 
flecked and yeined with purple over | 
much of the lower half. 
No account of bellflowers should 
omit the beautiful tuber-producing 
giant beilflower, ostrowskia. A native 
of Turkestan, it thrives in our Pacific 
northwest southward to San Francisco, 
succeeds in Philadelphia and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, but does poorly, 
and rarely develops to flowering state 
in the northeast or central regions. 
In Great Britain and throughout south- 
central Europe it is a garden favorite. 
It grows from a huge parsnip-shaped 
tuber, two feet or more in length, and 
reaches a height of six to eight feet, 
with a half dozen or more stems arising | 
from a mature five- to ten-year-old | 
tuber. 


King of the Bellflowers 

The flowers of this bellflower are 
very pale lilac, with darker veining, 
and open to a size of four to six | 
inches across, at first, facing upwards 
but later nodding with age. The foliage 
of large whorled leaves is a lovely 
glaucous-blue and provides a con- 
spicuous accent point in the border, 
even when the plant is not in bloom. 
We have flowered it in Ithaca recently, 
but the plants were small, seemingly 
lacking vigor, and were not at all 
praiseworthy subjects. Nevertheless, 
ostrowskia is the king of the _ bell- 
flowers and is a “must” for the gar- 
dener living in an environment where 


it will thrive. 
Start Them from Seed 

Most bellflowers are easy to grow 
although, as in most large groups, 
there are the inevitable “difficult spe- 
cies’ that challenge the skill of the 
plantsman. Propagation is generally 
by seed, but named varieties are 
usually multiplied by cuttings or by 
division. Most perennial sorts will | 
flower when a year old, but some 
require two full years from seed and 
ostrowskia plants rarely blossom until 
four or five years old. One concern 
of which the bellflower enthusiast is 
spared is that for noxious insect pests 
and diseases. There just do not seem 
to be any that favor these plants. 
When next you order some seeds, 
seek some of the less common, but 
truly attractive members of this bell- 
flower clan. 
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Proper application is absolutely essen- All Hayes sprayers are also equipped 
tial in spraying your garden to protect with patented vacuum breaker back flow 
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to lawns and trees, The Hayes adds tremendously to the 
This means the chemical and water pleasure of gardening. It's lightweight — 
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designed for PROPER APPLICATION of sprayed than any garden sprayer on the 
garden chemicals. It is the only garden ares 
hose sprayer with... : 

1 Patented internal metering jets to 
assure thorough mixing and The Hayes utilizes water power from 
accurate proportioning. your garden hose to automatically mix, 

2 Adjustable deflector to spray ur, proportion and apply spray materials, 
DOWN, SIDEWAYS and removable This eliminates heavy lifting — you can 
for distant spraying to trees and spray several gallons out of the small jar 
high foliage. easily held in one hand, 
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MUL. Tex, the original non 
obsorptive buckwheat hull 
mulch helps three woys — 
@ RETAINS MOISTURE 

@ SMOTHERS WEEDS 


@ REDUCES CULTIVATION 





Ideal for Hower or vegetable gardens, roses, straw - 
berries, shrubbery. Prevents mud «platter when 
used around foundation plantings. Provides a rich 
dark-brown background for flowers and shrubs. 
Packed in easy-to-handle 50 tb. bags. (200 Ihe 
lL in, deep.) 





covers 260 aq. ft 


Prices F. O. 6. Cohocton, N.Y 
200 ibs. $5.00 500 Ibs. $11.00 
1000 ibs. $20.00 2000 Ibs. $39.00 
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Soils for Rhododendrons 


From page 242 


feasible. A four-week interval between 
applications is advised where more than 
one pound per 100 square feet is needed. 
Tannic acid, applied in weak solution, 
might also be used. In all cases, the appli- 
cation of these soil amendments should 
be followed by soil testing to measure the 
pH 

Aluminum sulphate has been widely 
recommended as a soil amendment. It will 
increase acidity, but its continued applica- 
tion may produce aluminum toxicity, so 
proceed cautiously 

Other essential elements, beside 
which are likely to be deficient in soils 
supporting these broad-leaved evergreens, 
are nitrogen, potassium, phosphorus, mag- 


iron, 


nesium and sometimes calcium, boron or 
manganese, Nitrogen is perhaps best sup- 
plied in the form of ammonium, either in 
well-rotted or as 
monium sulphate, Be careful, though, not 
Applications should 
One table- 


animal manure am- 
to overdo the latter 
be made in early spring only 
spoon of ammonium sulphate to 10 quarts 
of water, applied through a watering pot 
is often the only fertilizer needed on a well- 
balanced, well-mulched soil 

Phosphorus may be applied in the form 
of superphosphate, potassium as a sulphate 
or chloride and magnesium in the form of 
It is unlikely that 
manyanese will be deficient in 
These mineral def.ciencies mani- 


Epsom salt calcium, 
boron or 
your soil 
fest themselves by symptoms of chlorosis 
similar to those of iron deficiency. It may 
come as a surprise to some growers to real- 
ize that insufficient calcium can produce 
those of excessive 


symptoms similar to 


lime 


Soil Should Be Spongy 


It should be understood that the physi- 
cal condition of the soil can be equally as 
important as its chemical condition. Good 
aeration of the soil is absolutely essential. 
Remember that almost all the species occur 
naturally on soils that are spongy, fibrous 
and filled with air-holes, and that some, 
in the tropics, are actually epiphytes, liv- 
ing in tree-tops like orchids. Like a damp 
the should moist at the 
same time that it is airy 

Now, organic matter is not necessary for 
this effect. Phenomenal growth has been 
produced quite successfully in the labora- 
tory, where rhododendrons were cultured 
on pure quartz sand and inorganic mineral 
salts, from seed Yet the most 
feasible garden method for getting this 
result is through the use of acid-reacting 
organic matter, such as peat, leaf mold, 
sawdust and other media in the soil itself, 
to lighten it up and give it a spongy 
character 

Moreover, the soil itself should not be a 
heavy clay, but should have enough sand 
and loam mixed in to afford good drain- 
his is especially important outdoors 


sponge, soil be 


to bloom 


age 
in regions of very heavy soil, where either 





a gravel base or special drainage should be 
installed beneath the rhododendron bed 
to insure the rapid percolation of water 
out of the bed and through the subsoil. 
Fortunately, most garden soils are well- 
drained, so that this need not be a prob- 
lem everywhere. But on heavy soil, it 
should be checked. 

Whenever sawdust or similar material is 
used in the soil, nitrogen should be applied 
because the bacterial and fungi causing 
the decomposition of sawdust use up quan- 
tities of nitrogen and will deplete the soil 
of this element, if more is not supplied. 
Add 150 pounds of ammonium sulphate 
per ton of dry sawdust (or one pound per 
bushel) to offset this loss of nitrogen. 
Phosphorus is also depleted in the same 
way, 80 it is wise to add a small dose of 
superphosphate. 

In a good many cases, the addition of 
ammonium sulphate and superphosphate, 
as noted above, will constitute about the 
only fertilizer treatment required. Rhodo- 
dendrons and azaleas can easily be ruined 
by too much attention; one of the common 
mistakes is to give them the same kinds 
of fertilizer and cultivation accorded ordi- 
nary plants. These plants are different and 
be cultivated nor treated 


should neither 


with common garden fertilizers. 


Choose Fertilizers Carefully 


Judiciously used, so as to avoid destroy- 
ing the acidity of the soil, well-rotted cow 
manure may be very helpful, but the soil 
should be tested because manure is alka- 
line. Under no circumstance use ordinary 
commercial fertilizers unless these 
especially recommended for acid-loving 
plants. Avoid the use of nitrate of soda 
altogether. There are several acceptable 
formulae, but only one or two will be men- 
tioned here. On the light soil of his Cape 
Cod garden the late C. O. Dexter 
cessfully used one part of potassium nitrate 
(KNO,) to two parts of superphosphate 
and applied one trowelful (about 1% pint) 
of this dry mixture to each 3-foot plant. 
Organic materials, such as tankage, are 


are 


suc- 
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also good sources of nitrogen. Ordinarily a 
high-nitrogen fertilizer is advised. 

For complete coverage of all essential 
nutrients where rhododendron seedlings 
were growing On pure peatmoss, agar or 
other non-nutritive soils, we have used, 
with success, the following formula which 
is Dr. Lewis Knudson’s “solution C’’, de- 
vised for orchid work: 

Calcium nitrate, Ca (NO;)o.4H,O 

1.00 grams 
Monobasic potassium phosphate, KH,PO, 

0.25 grams 
Magnesium sulphate, MgSO,.7H,O 

0.25 grams 
Ammonium sulphate (NH,),SO, 0.50 grams 
Ferrous sulphate, FeSO,.7H,O 0.025 grams 
Manganese sulphate, MnSO,.4H,O 

0.0075 grams 


Water 1 liter 


If desired, 449 N hydrochloric acid may 
be added to adjust the solution to pH 5.0 
for rhododendron work, but this may not 
be necessary. This is a liquid which may 
be diluted and poured on 

Several proprietary fertilizers, especially 
adapted for acid-soil plants, are also quite 


that no 


Some growers say 


satislactory 

fertilizer should be applied later than the 

month of May 
We have found that 


except 


that the old idea 


rhododendrons need no fertilizer 


what they 
mulch is not always adequate. Wild con- 


obtain from a decomposing 
ditions are not a measure ol good environ- 
ment. but rather the successful survival of 
plants under conditions of harsh competi- 
tion. Nitrogen is almost always desirable, 
and some foliage troubles, often diagnosed 
as winter injury or disease, may be due to 


malnutrition 
Bacteria in Soil 


In addition to its chemical and physical 
aspects, the soil also has a biological side 
Good horticultural soil, or the woodland 
rhododendrons wild, is 
Bacteria and fungi are 


matter 


soil where grow 
teeming with life 
breaking down organi 
acids and turning insoluble 


Some of these 


present, 
into organic 
elements into soluble salts 
fungi, called mycorrhiza, live on and 
within rhododendron roots 
It has been that 


along with certain other ericaceous plants, 


said rhododendrons, 
have no regular root-hairs which, in most 
plants, are the tiny microscopic cells at- 
tached to roots, through which soil water 
and solutions enter the plant. Investiga- 


tions have not yet entirely cleared the 
matter, but it is suspected that soil fungi 
may play an essential role as substitutes for 
root hairs, functioning beneficially as ab- 
sorbing organs. Their inclusion within the 
very cells of the root could make them 
symbiotic instead of parasitic 

It is assumed that a fibrous, peaty soil, 
full of organic matter, is essential for their 
welfare in Much 


proved as to their total effect, but it is a 


nature remains to be 


fact that most wild rhododendrons are 
equipped with a mycorrhiza 
rhe matter of mulching is important 


The roots of rhododendrons are relatively 
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shallow, and they are very delicate 
must have both air and 
need protection against extremes of heat 
and cold. In leaves, and 
organic remains furnish a protective man- 
tle which at once supplies this requirement 
and, also, adds nutrients to the soil as it 


moisture. They 


nature, moss 


slowly decomposes. 

In the Northeast, the ideal mulch is a 
covering of oak leaves, applied to the sur- 
face of the soil in the autumn and allowed 
to remain throughout the year. For large 
species, the initial application may be 
eight inches deep. It will settle under the 
winter snows and slowly decay. Oak leaves 
and de- 
likewise, 
The leaves of 


contain much acid 


Pine 


are fibrous, 
compose slowly. needles, 
make a satisfactory mulch 
thin-leaved sorts, such as elms and maples, 
decompose quickly and, while acid at first, 
they soon disintegrate and become alkaline 
in reaction, losing their fibrous character 
in the process. 

It is advised, therefore, to use oak leaves 
or pine needles for mulching and to avoid 
the use of the other kinds of leaves unless 
they are applied for winter protection only 


and removed in spring 


Mulch with Oak Leaves 


Since root protection is needed in sum- 


mer too, spring removal is not advised, 


however. It is best to use a mulch of oak 
leaves and allow it to remain permanently. 
rhis is especially important in regions 
where water is unfavorably “hard’’, for the 
summer mulch, coupled with a moisture- 
retentive peaty soil below, will obviate the 
need of watering the plants at all during 
the summer, except in times of severest 
drought. 

If oak 


materials can serve for mulching 


available, other 


The use 


leaves are not 


of sawdust appears to be quite successful 
when nitrogen is added to replace losses, 
as suggested earlier. Peatmoss is also useful, 
but is better if incorporated in the soil 
As a mulch, it becomes dry on top, causing 
rainwater to run off rather than to soak in 

To counteract this, a light covering of 
leaves above the peaty mulch will keep it 
from drying and such run-off 
Shredded cornstalks and many other sub- 
stances such as spent tanbark, peanut hulls 
(Grass 


prevent 


and tobacco stems have been used 
clippings are not recommended, nor are 
buckwheat hulls 


High Shade Is the Aim 


The planting of rhododendrons under 
“high shade’, as often recommended, is 
desirable in that a mulch is regularly pro- 
vided by the natural falling of tree leaves 
above, and excessive drying is prevented 
by reason of the shade. This automatically 


provides satisfactory and cheap miain- 


tenance. 
Rhododendron roots are delicate and 
Cultivation 
With 
the use of a proper mulch, cultivation be- 


Weeds 
moved by hand-pulling. 


located very near the surface 


of the soil over them is often harmful 
may be re- 


comes unnecessary 


They | 
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Cape Primroses for Your Greenhouse 


Cornelius Ackerson, Keyport, New Jersey 


ne Gesneriaceae family appeared in 
the social register of plant aristoc- 
racy when cousin saintpaulia, more 


commonly called the African violet, be- 
came the nation’s number one house plant 
Since that time other deserving members 
of the family, such as sinningia, achimenes 
and episcia, have become better known 
The streptocarpus member of the farnily 
makes an exceedingly showy greenhouse 
plant, or a delightful bedding 
plant that, from seed, requires a minimum 


surmimer 


of 10 months to develop 

We are find fault 
tongue twisting Latin and Greek names 
used in horticulture, but, when it comes to 
describing characteristics, the Greeks really 
Streptocarpus, which is 


prone to with the 


had a word for it 
a Greek compound word, means twisted 
fruit and a glance at the fertile seed pods 
shows how well it fits. Cape primrose is the 
common name 

Streptocarpus plants you buy or grow 
from seed today are in most cases hybrids 
that have evolved from such diverse parents 
that an account of their background should 
prove interesting. On the estate of George 
Rex at Knysna in South Africa there grew 
a plant with gloxinia-like flowers. Seeds of 
this plant were collected by Bowie and sent 
to Kew Gardens in England where, in 
October 1826, the plant bloomed and was 


given the name Didymocarpus reat 


In 1828, John Lindley rechristened the 
plant Streptocarpus rexi, which is now its 
valid name. This plant had radial leaves 
and tubular purple flowers with an open 
flaring lip, set at an oblique angle. This 
flower formation is very similar to that of 
its relatives, sinningia and achimenes. The 
flowers were produced on several stems, 
six or eight inches tall. 

Thirty years later, another streptocar- 
pus, S. woodi, from South Africa, was 
brought to England. This plant was unique 
in that the borne on stems 


flowers were 





which arose from the midrib of its one soli- 
tary leaf. Stranger still, the lone, elliptic- 
shaped leaf (which was hairy on both sur- 
faces and up to 12 inches long and three 
inches wide) seemed to be lying on the 
ground, for the plant had no discernible 
stem above the soil surface. The flowers 
were a pale blue and numbered four to 10 
on stems which arose successively. Thus 
the plant had a long blooming period. A 
characteristic of the flower, which has had 
its influence on subsequent hybrids, was 
the shape of the flaring tube whose three- 
lobed lip was much longer than the two 
upper segments. 

Shortly after this, a species of strepto- 
carpus similar to S. rext was brought to 
England from the Cape region of South 
Africa. This plant, designated §. parvi- 
florus, had several elliptic opposite leaves, 
dark green above and white below, about 
nine inches long and three inches wide 
These leaves rested on the ground or were 
slightly raised. They were the most striking 
feature of this species, for they were crin- 
kled like those of the hardy primulas. This 
gave rise to the common name of Cape 
primrose, which has become associated 
with hybrids of streptocarpus ever since 
The 6-10-in, flower stems of this variety 
were covered with the reddish hairs which 
are associated with many gesneriads, while 
the white flowers, borne in clusters of five 
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but were smaller than those of other species. 

In 1884, E. G. Dunn of Cape Town sent 
seeds of a new stre ptoc arpus spec ies to Kew 
Gardens where it flowered and became 
known as S. dunni. This streptocarpus had 
one ground-hugging leaf that was two to 
three feet long and covered with soft hairs. 
The brick red colored flowers were borne 
in great profusion on one-foot stems and 
produced over a long blooming period. At 
Kew Gardens, William Watson began to 
cross systematically the various species of 
streptocarpus to produce hybrids that ex- 
celled the species. Thus, today, we have 
plants that have large, rich colored flowers 
inherited from S. rext and S. dunni, crinkled 
leaves inherited from S. parviflorus and a 
succession of flower scapes inherited from 
S. woodi. 

The variations of leaf formation are per- 
haps the only reason that this plant has 
not equalled its cousin, the African violet, 
in house plant popularity. The influence 
of S. rext tends to keep the leaves at a 
reasonable length and radial in formation, 
but the influence of §. dunni makes one of 
the two or more leaves stretch out as long 
as 18 inches. This presents a problem even 
in a greenhouse 

Growing streptocarpus plants from seeds 
is not at all difficult, although the seed is 
fine like that of most other members of the 


to 10, had the characteristic oblique mouth, | 


family. Any good seed sowing method you | 


are now using will probably work very well 
for you. Plants usually bloom 10 to 15 


months after sowing seed, so it is advisable 


to sow seeds in the summer. The plants 
are carried through the winter in a 60 de- 
gree greenhouse, or it might be easier to 
buy plants in the spring from a reputable 


dealer. 


Grow Them from Seed 


Streptocarpus plants are not at all diffi- 
cult to grow although, in the seedling flat, 
they are small and need to be pampered. 
After several transplantings in successively 
richer soil, they are ready to be put into 
three-inch pots. For this move, use good 
potting soil which contains a fair propor- 
tion of organic material such as leafmold 
or peat moss. Shifting to larger pots can be 
done as soon as there is a firm network of 
roots showing when the plants are knocked 
out of the pots for inspection 

Blooming usually starts in May and, de- 
pending on the hybrid characteristics, usu- 
ally continues through August. The plants 
will tolerate slightly cooler temperatures 
than other gesneriads, but I grow all of the 
members of the family in a 60 degree 
greenhouse with the exception of the 
episcias and African violets. 

These genera cannot stand cool weather 
The trick, if there is any, to success with 
the streptocarpus and other members of 
the family album seems to be in maintain- 
ing a moist condition at the roots, without 
having the soil soggy. They also like a lot 
of light, but no direct sunlight. Actually, 
they seem to be short-lived perennials that 
give best results from new plants each 


year. 
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For More 
Beautiful 


and other 
FLOWERS 






All-Purpose Floral Dust or Spray 
COLORED GREEN To Blend With Foliage 
DUST and SPRAY A highly effective combination insecticide- 
cuipe ... FREE/ fungicide. Works quickly to control black spot, 


Ask your dealer mildew, rose chafer, aphids, other chewing 
or write us. and sucking insects. Buy at your dealer's. 


» 
Niagara CHEMICAL DIVISION 


FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION (, 
DEPT. 18-E, MIDDLEPORT, N. Y. 
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You Need The World's First and only 


HOW-TO-DO-IT 


CATALOG— 
GUIDEBOOK 
FOR IRIS LOVERS AND AMATEUR HYBRIDIZERS 


RARE, STRANGE, UNUSUAL IRIS 
PLUMED DELIGHT 


Fascinating New Horned Iris In all the Glory of Life-like True Color 
Exclusive at Rainbow Gardens 


World’s Only Complete and Up-to-date 
Offerings in IRIS for Year-round Bloom 


@ No longer need you be limited to IRIS that bloom only in spring, Yes, your search is 
over. | have Iris to quickly transform your garden to a place of real BEAUTY, sparkling 
with every color of the Rainbow, blooming net only in spring, but also in 
summer, fall and often even in winter. Yes, 600 varieties from round the world. Many 
exclusive offerings of seldom-seen types for special uses: Corsages, arrangements, rockeries, pot 
culture, shows and every garden situation 

4100 Varieties New and Popular Bearded Iris in All of the 

Latest Color Thrills: Flamingo Pinks, Greenish Tones, ete. 
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ALSO ' ' 
LLOYD AUSTIN'S ; 
Mohrs, Oddities, Beardless. : ; 
Species; AHILS: Oncos, : RAINBOW H ybridizing GARDENS : 
Hegeting and Omecogelins + Dept. HS, Placerville, California — 
1R1S PRICES SHARPLY REDUCED FOR ‘SS t | enclose 25¢ for my copy of forthcoming gorgeous & 
Ploy my amezing new SECRET VARIETY gome § full color CATALOG-GUIDEBOOK, plus Ma ' 
get lots more IRIS for your money. | have unbectable # mentary * T CERTIFICA good 1 ‘ € 
specials and collections in all classes --PLUS—Valvoble * de ‘ 
Premiums & Gifts ' . 
Sy GOCE eee vevevbrdusedevcvescesandeusind ' 
Mail Coupon & 25< TODAY > }{ : 
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' 
DELIGHTED CUSTOMERS IN EVERY STATE a City peesbvocrdoonees GORI 6 os ccccdoceane ; 
: Cotelog supply limited. Rush coupon TODAY §& 
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for faster growth... healthier plants 


Build HUMUS 





FOR PREPARING 
FLOWER AND VEGETABLE BEDS 


Humus is Nature's own soil condi- 
tioner, formed by the decomposition 
of organic materials such as dead 
leaves, old plant stalks, grass clippings 
and other non-woody refuse. Humus 
provides plant nourishment and 
improves the workability of any soil. 


@ Here is a simple way to speed 
humus production in the soil and 
increase the quantity of this rich 
plant-feeding substance: 


Just spread the prescribed amount 
of Lawn and Garden Cyanamid over 
the area to be planted, then spade 
under along with organic materials 
present. In a few days, the soil is 
ready to plant. 


@® You'll be amazed at how well your 
garden does with the added impetus 
of humus made with Cyanamid. The 
nitrogen in Cyanamid is long-lasting 
— gives your garden a steady, depend- 
able source of this vital plant-feeding 
element. Non-leaching, too—the nitro- 
gen is in a form which resists washing 
away by heavy rains. 


Cyanamid is also useful for making 
compost, building new lawns an 
rebuilding old lawns. Simple direc- 
tions for its varied uses —with each 
bag. Available in 10, 25, 50-lb. sizes. 
Ask for free leaflet — 


(JARDEN 


| AWN 


CYANAMID 
AMERICAN Gpanamud COMPANY Wow vORK, 20," ¥ 


; Hybrid EPIPHYLLUMS 


Orchid Cactus 
Largest gardens in Amer 
tea pas oted to hybridizing 
and raising these exquisite 
large flowers, Over 20,000 
aq, ft. under lath 

Trial Offer Post paid 
3 young plants named 
rooted $1.25 
Order Epiphytiums in 
Bud by May 15 express 
collect our choice 
$4. ca 2 tor $5 
BEAHM GARDENS 


2686 E. Palome St. Dept, M55, Pasadena &, Coilif. 
FREE tthusetrated Catalogue (12 


BARTLETT 


TREE EXPERTS 


AT YOUR GARDEN 
SUPPLY DEALER 


















STAMFORD, CONN. 
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Chemical Aids to Gardening 


Louis Van de Boe, Ossining, New York 


OUR CHEMICALS play a significant role 
F in the care and enjoyment of the 
home grounds today — granular cy- 
anamid, all-purpose sprays for fruit and 
ornamentals, brush killers and sequestrene. 
Granular cyanamid is used in the 
making of weed-free lawns and in the 
renovation of old turf. A_nitrogen-lime 
fertilizer, it accomplishes this double-action 
role by being able to kill sprouting weed 
seeds before its fertilizing ingredients are 
made available to the grasses. After cy- 
anamid is incorporated in the soil to the 





Foliage treatment of 2, 4, 5-T spray being 
applied to sumac bush. Note how the 
gardener has protected her hands and 
hair from contact with the spray. 


recommended depth of four inches, a 
waiting period of three weeks must pass 
before the lawn is seeded in order to allow 
the material to complete its conversion to 
useful soil elements. 

Calcium cyanamid (which is another 
name for this chemical) works best in seed 
bed preparation when there is a moderate 


| amount of moisture in the soil. However, 





overwatering or excessive rainfall reduces 
its effectiveness. Soil temperature has an 
effect on the use of cyanamid in seedbed 
preparation. Best results are obtained when 
the soil temperature is around 70° F. 

Cyanamid is recommended for lawns 
that are built in the early fall. The reason 
for this is that crab-grass seeds do not 
sprout until early summer, and a spring 
application could not, therefore, control 
them. Besides crab-grass, the common 
weeds that can be controlled by cyanamid 
are purslane, chickweed, corn-grass, dan- 
delion, plantain, sour-grass, lamb’s quar- 
ters and dock 

All-purpose fruit sprays contain sulphur, 
DDT and basic lead arsenate. They are 
effective in the control of codling moth, 
curculio, leafhopper, oriental fruit moth, 
apple maggot, tent caterpillar, Japanese 
beetle and rose chafer on apples, pears, 
peaches and prunes. They also provide 


protection against fungus diseases, such 
as apple and pear scab, brown rot and 
scab on peaches and brown rot on plums 
and prunes. 

All-purpose sprays for ornamentals con- 
tain lindane, malathion and DDT. These 
foilage sprays control red spider, thrips, 
Japanese beetle, psyllids, chrysanthemum 
fly, leafhopper, woolly aphid, mealybug, 
scale, leaf-roller caterpillar, army worm, 
leaf-miner, white fly, diabrotica beetle, 
grasshopper and the sowbug. 

All-purpose sprays are recommended 
for roses, camellias, gardenias and for 
most other woody plants. The home owner 
can apply these sprays with a knapsack 
sprayer, using a stepladder to reach the 
tops of dwarf fruit trees and the taller 
shrubs. It is recommended that he don a 
rubber raincoat and protective gloves for 
this task. 

Brush killer chemicals (2, 4, 5-T) can 
be applied in a knapsack sprayer on 
growth up to six or eight feet in height 
after the foilage is well developed in the 
summer. At that time the chemicals may 
be mixed with water. Larger trees may be 
destroyed by painting the bark to a height 
of 18 to 24 inches. 

The home owner will find brush killers 
to be most useful in selective woodlot 
clearing and in improving any wooded 
area surrounding his lawn and garden 
area. Two important points about these 
materials are that women can use them 


with no difficulty and that desirable plants 
can be saved while 
permanently destroyed. 


unwanted ones are 





Esteron brush killer being applied liber- 
ally to basal bark of a wild cherry tree. 
Solution consists of one pint Esteron brush 
killer in two gallons of kerosene. 


It should be pointed out that brush 
killers work slowly. The period for per- 
manent control will vary from three to 
six months or even a year for large trees. 
When the plants actually die is the time 
to cut and remove them and never before. 


HORTICULTURE 








iron de- 


Nafe, 


ficiency with the result that impoverished, 


Sequestrene, corrects 
dying plants are restored to new life and 
vigor by applications at intervals. Better 
color results, also more buds and flowers. 
Most important of all, many plants not 
apparently deficient in iron are spurred to 
greater activity and sprout new growth 
Ornamentals that re- 


alter a treatment. 


spond particularly well to Sequestrene 
include azaleas, camellias, laurels, chrys- 
anthemums, gladiolus, hollies, hydran- 
geas, privets, andromedas, rhododendrons, 
roses and snapdragons. Magnolias, pin 
oaks, Russian olives, sandcherries, spruces 
and boxwood also respond to this chemical 
which can be applied from a knapsack 


Spr ayer. 
Repeat Spraying If Needed 


It is important to remember that a 
repeat spraying with a sequestrene solu- 
tion may be necessary, so a supply of it 
should be on hand always. If a drenching 


rain should wash off the material afte 
it is applied, the only recourse is to spray 
again as soon as possible. Note also that 
extremes in temperature following a spray 
application can reduce its effectiveness. 
The agricultural chemicals mentioned in 
them) 


information about 


local horticultural or 


this article (or 


are available from 


florist supply houses. 





Franklinia —-the Lost Tree 


From page 252 
discovered by John and William Bart- 
ram. Their relationship to the tea tribe 
(to which the camellias and stewartias 
belong) is traceable in the leaf fra- 
grance, and at times the leaves have 
been used as a substitute for tea. 
The Species Differ 

Gordonia lasianthus differs from Gor- 
donia alatamaha in being a more vigor- 
ous, though rather more tender tree, 
growing to a height of 70 feet in the 
wild. It bears on long stems myriad 
flowers July to September, 
smaller and more fragrant, but other- 
wise similar to the 
blooms of G. alatamaha. It is also more 


from 


almost stemless 
nearly evergreen than other gordonias, 
though it will lose its leaves in a severe 
winter. Generally, however, they pass 
through a whole gamut of brilliant 
color rarely seen in evergreens; gold, 
purple and crimson in flaming contrast 
with the deep green of younger, on- 
coming leaves. 

A curious characteristic of Gordonia 
altamaha is the punctuality of its flower- 
ing dates: over a long recording, the 
first flowers invariably open on August 
first, the succeeding blooms continuing 
until the first frosts of fall, usually up 


to November first. 
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WALPOLE 


~ CEDAR * 


FURNITURE 


Walpole outdoor furniture helps 
you enjoy the fun of backyard 
picnics. Rugged tables with 2” 
thick plank tops comfortable 
chairs and settees for sunning and 
lounging. Made to be left out in 
any weather. All pieces water- 


PEMAQUID PICNIC TABLE (Top 
30” x 72” with 2 attached benches) 
$35.00 + OX CART CHAISE 
LONGUE — $22.00 + CASCO 
CHAIR — $8.00 *« AROOSTOOK 
BENCH (Top approx. 12” « 40”) 
$3.95. All prices F.0.8. Walpole 


proof glued, stained an attractive 
rustic brown, 

Order any of above pieces direct 
from this ad . . . or visit our shop, 
write or telephone Walpole 830 
for catalog showing all our out- 
door furniture. 


Walpole Woodworkers, inc. 


767 East St. (Rte. 27), Walpole, Mass., and 395 Shaker Rd., East Longmeadow, Mass, 
On Cape Cod — Rte. 28, L. Davis Sales Agency, W. Falmouth 


CEDAR FENCES + 


GARDEN FURNITURE «+ 


TOOL HOUSES 


EDGE EASY 


/ ‘ / 


A LAWN BEAUTIFIER ia 


\ KOWEC-ELY 


A BACK SAVER 
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FOR A LIFETIME 


YEWS of seaurty 


Voted the best evergreen by the 

American Nurserymen's Association 

HAFFIELD YEW —Upright, compact, rich green 
WICKS YEW —Best Evergreen for Hedges 
SPREADING YEW — Margin of Plantings 

$1.75 per 10 WellRooted $16.00 per 100 
Not less than 10 of each variety. Orders of $3.50 
or over Postpaid. Orders under $3.80 add 25¢. 
Write for complete list. Directions with every order 
No C.O.D. 


PINE GARDENS 
49 Pine Avenue Milton 86, Mass. 


Specialists in Yews for over 30 years 
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Now is the time to... 
PROTECT YOUR HOME 


UNDERWRITERS 
APPROVEL 
‘9 PMENT 


ee for FREE Catalog, 
BOSTON LIGHTNING ROD CO, 


Dedham, Mass. 


FREE ESTIMATES 











Orchids of the Cactus Family 


Claire Meyer Proctor, Phoenix, Arizona 


OO OFTEN the spinose members of 


the cactus family have been used 

to symbolize the desert of the 
southwest. Consequently, few people 
know that not all cacti have spines or 
grow on the desert, Of this latter class, 
the epiphyllum hybrids — now com- 
monly called orchid cacti 
leaf-like, spineless joints (or branches) 


and thrive in a humid atmosphere. 


have long, 


They are the products of plant breed- 


ers’ skill 

Among the strange plants imported 
into Europe after the conquest of 
Mexico were several species of cacti, 


such as the terrestial Heliocereus spe- 


ciosus, a day-blooming, carmine-flow- 
ered variety, with a beautiful, irides- 
cent blue sheen, and several species of 
epiphyllums having large white flowers 
that bloom at night. Epiphyllums are 
native to the rain forests of Central and 
South America, where they grow high 
upon the branches of jungle trees. They 
are not parasites, but cling to the fis- 
sured bark with their hair-like, fibrous 
roots that absorb moisture and nour- 
ishment from decaying vegetation 
lodged there 

During the 19th 
European hybridists, by crossing and 


recrossing these cacti, produced sev- 


early century, 


eral fine hybrids that brought fabulous 


prices on the European markets. It was 
not until the early part of the 20th 
century that a California cactus grower 
imported some of these European 
epiphyllum hybrids. By crossing them 
with native related cacti, he built up 
within a few collection of 
several hundred kinds. 

Other growers soon became inter- 
ested in the “new” cactus plants. Be- 
fore long, these men had produced 
several thousand that, for 
sheer beauty of flower and range of 
colors, cannot be surpassed by any 
other flowering plant. Blue is now the 
only color missing among cactus flow- 
ers, but plant breeders are working on 
it to complete the rainbow. 

While most true species of epiphyl- 
lums are nocturnal (opening in the eve- 
ning and closing next morning), the 
orchid cacti bloom during the day and 


years a 


varieties 


usually remain open for several days 
during the cool weather. The hybrids 
also have larger flowers, with some up 
to 10 inches across. Many of these are 
fragrant, but only at night-time when 
the temperature drops. The flower 
colors are not always stable, due to the 
law of variation. Lighter or darker 
hues may be due to soil and tempera- 
ture variation. Unfortunately, it takes 
several years to bring a seedling to 


flowering stage, but plants grown from 
hybrid seed produce many surprises. 

Like all members of the cactus 
family, orchid cacti are drought-re- 
sistant and so do not mind being neg- 
lected for short periods during vaca- 
tion time. Their easy culture makes 
them the most desirable of house plants. 

Orchid cacti may be purchased from 
growers and dealers in various sizes. 
The large specimen plants are usually 
shipped in pots or containers and are 
expensive. The medium-sized plants, 
with three or four branches, generally 
are of flowering size and may have a 
bud or two when ordered in spring. 
Rooted and unrooted cuttings (mean- 
ing single, leaf-like branches) cost only 
a few cents and have the added ad- 
vantage of being shaped to suit the 
individual. 

The plant form is bush-like, branch- 
ing from the base, with long, pendant, 
leaf-like joints. If a bushy plant with 
short branches is desired, pinch off the 
growing tip with the fingernails when 
the desired length is reached. The long, 
drooping branches are attractive when 
planted in hanging baskets for sun- 
rooms. 

Glazed or clay pots may be used 
with equal success, except in the south- 

See page 264 


THE FLOWERING CACTUS [uiinistice ano ware °7-50 


See Color Plate Opposite > 
Edited by RAYMOND CARLSON ¢ Photographs by R. C. and Claire Meyer Proctor 


my OUTSTANDING GARDEN BOOK distinctive for its notable illustrations both in color 
and in black and white. In addition to complete descriptions of over 100 kinds, 
there is a chapter on cacti as house plants. The section devoted to photography will be 
of special interest to picture fans. The showy orchid cacti are also featured. Gardeners, 
travellers and lovers of the out doors will cherish this book which makes the bloom of 
the desert a joy, all year long. (See color illustration on the opposite page.) Order 
your copy of this deluxe gift book to-day! 
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SUN GODDESS ORCHID CACTUS — Epiphyllum hybrid MARSEILLAISE ORCHID CACTUS — Epiphyllum hybrid 


CONWAY GIANT ORCHID CACTUS — Epiphyllum hybrid CELESTINE ORCHID CACTUS — Epiphyllum hybrid 





Versatile Chrysanthemums 


HRYSANTHEMUMS, once thought of primarily as flowers for autumn gardens and greenhouses, are now grown 

( all year ‘round. Horticulturists, with an eye to scientific research, discovered that chrysanthemums bloom 
when the days are short. By controlling the light, using such simple means as shading with dark cloth, 

the plants bloom outdoors before frost in cold areas. Indoors, they can be flowered at any season of the year they 
ure needed by controlling or providing light. In the warmer climates, likewise, they are grown in the open and 


shipped to flower shops in all parts of the country. 
Although chrysanthemums are comparatively easy to grow, they have specific needs which must be supplied for 


top quality bloom. Shallow rooted, they need moisture at their roots, especially in dry weather. A rainy season 
usually causes fungus on the leaves, and plants must be sprayed for insects. Feeding is essential, as are pinching, 
disbudding and staking. Yet chrysanthemum enthusiasts will assure you that the results are worth all the effort 
involved. After all, few flowers have better keeping qualities and the color range is amazing. So, too, is the list 
of varieties and flower types ranging in size from tiny, button-like flowers to huge blooms as big as dinner plates. 














HRYSANTHEMUMS may be 
ward, but they are also reward- 
ing. They want their feet moist, 

but their leaves dry. They will not 
bloom if the days are long or if the 
nights are cold. They may stand a 
hurricane with great fortitude, but 
they are scared of a tiny bug. 

Satisfying such definite whims, 
though, is small bother, considering 
the gorgeous bloom they will produce 
in return. From our chrysanthemum 
plantings, we get rooted cuttings in 
May and set them directly into the 
ground. Last year it was rainy when 
we set them out and the sloppy ground 
barely held the cuttings upright. Since 
they like moisture, they began to grow 
almost immediately. 

It was a different matter, however, 
when the rain continued all summer. 
Then we had to fight fungous troubles 
to which chrysanthemums are always 
susceptible. In fact, one of the major 
difficulties in growing them out of 
doors, and especially under shade, is 
keeping the leaves dry — an impos- 
sible feat. Constant spraying with fun- 
gicides, therefore, is a must. 


way- 


Pinch for Branching 


As soon as the plants get a good 
start, we pinch the tops to make them 
branch. They quickly cooperate by 
sending out a number of shoots. Of 
these, we choose the three strongest 
and take off the rest. The plants, 
always too willing to cooperate, make 
more and more branches, but we con- 
tinue to take them off. Next, in order 
to grow straight stems, we support the 
plants by a framework of wire and 
strings. The wires are strung the length 
of the bed and the string is tied cross- 
wise to make one square for each 
plant. 

It is now time to consider the day- 
lengths. By nature, chrysanthemums 
refuse to bloom except in the fall when 
the days are getting short. Fortunately 
for all of us, they are easily fooled. To 
give them the amount of daylight they 
prefer, all that is necessary is to make 
a tent of dark cloth to keep out the 
sunlight from late afternoon until 
morning. 

This means building a sturdy struc- 
ture of posts and heavy wire or a 
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Earlier Bloom —- Yours for the L.ffort 


Elizabeth Wall, East Kingston, New Hampshire 





framework of pipe, to support the tent, 
which can be surprisingly heavy, espe- 
cially when wet. Incidentally, this 
method can be reversed to make chrys- 
anthemums bloom in the winter in a 
greenhouse. There, lights can be strung 
over the beds to make the days longer. 
While attending to these details, we 
keep a sprayer full of insecticide in one 
hand and a sprayer of fungicide in the 
other. Then, whenever the plants are 
dry, we keep a hose ready to water 
them. 








Chrysanthemums illustrated on opposite 
page are: 1. Golden Herald. 2. Rubicon. 
3. Crescendo. 4. Mrs. Dewey. 5. Mrs. Roy 


Last was mostly 


pompons, but we tried a few standards 


season, our crop 
as an experiment. These were grown 
in the way as pompons until 
budding time. After the usual three 
stems had been established, they pro- 
duced a quantity of buds, all of which 
had to be taken off except the best 


same 


looking one on each stem a time- 
consuming job. 
Our earliest standard was Betsy 


Ross, a large, handsome white flower, 
which was not entirely ready to cut 
when hurricane “Carol” came roaring 
along. That was the end of Betsy. The 
other varieties were budded and, al- 
though some of the buds were snapped 
off, the plants appeared to be in fair 
shape, considering the beating they 
had taken. We managed to sell a few 
dozen yellow, bronze and orchid ones 
before hurricane “Edna” 
finished off the rest! 

We also tried two spider mums, 
Queen’s Lace and Yellow Lace. These 
are disbudded like the standards. Ap- 
parently “extra delicious’, they were 
a great favorite of the tarnish bug, 


came and 












which stings the buds, causing de- 
formed flowers to develop. Although 
it is easy to control the tarnish bug by 
spraying in a normal year, during the 
past season, rains repeatedly washed 
off any spray an hour after it was 
applied. 

As it turned out, this difficulty did 
not matter, because the buds were so 
tender that the flowers were damaged 
by “Edna” they had 
opened. Then, when they did open 
they were attacked by a petal blight 
brought on by the excessive dampness. 


even before 


In spite of these major troubles, we 
consider the experiment satisfactory, 
for with reasonable cooperation from 
the weather, we feel certain we can 
raise large, handsome standard mums 
out of doors. 

After about eight weeks of shading 
(or short days) the buds of chrysanthe- 
mums are well grown and begin to 
show color. That is the time to stop 
shading them. When the flowers open, 
all standby varieties seem like old 
friends, but seeing what the new ones 
look like is most exciting. 


For the Home Greenhouse 


For the home gardener chrysanthe- 
mums present fascinating possibilities. 
Anyone with plenty of time and a 
little greenhouse could have blossoms 
every weck in the year. Also, there are 
enough sizes, shapes and colors to have 
something different every week for more 
than one year. 

Chrysanthemums, really, 
difficult to raise and they are so adapt- 


are not 
able that ways of growing them are 
endless. For example, one variation is 
to grow standard types in pots. Put one 
standard cutting in a pot and keep it 
pruned to one stem. Disbudding to 
one bud produces a tall, strong plant, 
with a huge flower. 

On the other hand, plant four cut- 
tings of the same variety in one pot. 
Pinch these to make several branches. 
Disbud each branch to one bud, and a 
low, bushy plant, covered with mini- 
atures of the big flower, is the result 
Vary by planting several colors in one 
pot. Pompons, including the hardy 
kinds, can be grown in pots, too, De- 
lightful effects can be obtained by 

See page 267 
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Hybrid Rhododendrons have large 
beautiful flowers in a variety of 
colors. Where beautiful flowers are 
required, there is nothing that will 
take the place of Named Hybrids 


BOULE DE NEIGE 


Large pure white 


SS PPP PPTTTTTTT TTT TTT $9.00 
CATAWBIENSE ALBUM 

Pure white, buds shaded pink 

PP Oe 600 6d oO essed OC eeeOCCCCS $9.00 
CATAWBIENSE 

GRANDIFLORUM 

Pleasing light purple 

18-24 inch........ $10.00 

2-B'% beet... cess " -veee 1200 

21-5 teat rey 15.00 

DR. DRESSELHUYS 

One of the best reds 

15-18 inch..... oeeeee cooosce Gee 
DR. RUTGERS 

A gorgeous fiery red 

18-24 inmch..... , -$11.00 

2-2'/ leet . 14.00 


Agaleas 


Azaleas flower well in light shade, 
| but best in full sun. The evergreen 
| azaleas look well in combination with 
broadleaf evergreens, as the blos- 
soms give a touch of color to the 
planting. 


Dutch Hybrids (Vuykiana Strain) 
12-15 inch... . ° oeéeet 
15-18 inch. ; 


Beethoven, Large mauve pink; Johann 
Strauss, Salmon-rose; Mozart, Silvery pink, 
P. W. Hardijzer, Carmine-rose; Wilhelmina 
Vuyk, An excellent white; Schubert, Light 
pink 


-»- $5.00 
-. 680 


* ee 
Send for our complete list of Rhododen 
drons and Asaleas. We specialize in 
growing hardy plant material 


WESTON NURSERIES, INC. 


WINTER STREET FRANKLAND STREET 
WESTON HOPKINTON 


MASSACHUSETTS 











For Outstanding 
Cymbidiums 


TWIN BROOK 
GREENHOUSES, INC. 


LOCKWOOD LANE TOPSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 
CATALOGUE ON REQUEST 


Sileer Medal — Massachusetts Hort Tel. 
cultural Society 1951, 1952, 1953 ucker 
Gold Medal — Massachusetts Horti- 7 m7 
cultura! Society 1954, 1955 » 
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Orchids of The Cactus Family 
From page 260 


west where the lack of humidity in the 
air makes tin cans better containers 
for orchid cacti, providing that size- 


| able holes for drainage are punched in 


the sides of the cans. Hanging baskets 
lined with moss and filled with a rich 
soil mixture are ideal for a shady 
porch, grape arbor or a branch of a 
large tree. Orchid cacti do not want 
full sunshine, but prefer the slanting 
rays of the morning or late afternoon 
sun. It is well to remember that the 
ancestors of orchid cacti receive only 
the sunshine that filters through the 
tree tops in their jungle home. 
Because of their limited root system, 
orchid cacti require a very rich soil to 
give them sufficient nourishment for 
growth and flowers. A good mixture 
is one part leafmold, one part well 
rotted steer manure (ground up and 
at least two years old), one part sharp 
sand (not fine beach sand) 
and one part coarse gravel with a 
handful of crushed charcoal added to 
sweeten the soil. The resulting mixture 
will be permeable, air-containing and 
nourishing. Success does not depend 
too much on the exact observance of a 
definite soil formula. Any garden soil 
rich in humus, such as used for ferns, 
begonias and geraniums, may be used. 
For potting rooted cuttings and re- 
potting plants, it is advisable to place 
an inch or two of gravel or crushed 


Orchid Cactus blooms are unusually decorative in flower 


#3 


pieces of clay pots at the bottom of the 
container for quick drainage of excess 
water. Hold the plant or cutting in 
growing position over the pot and fill 
in around its roots with pre-mixed soil. 
Press gently but firmly around the 
base of the plant, taking care not to 
break the hair-like roots. Withhold 
water for a week or 10 days, then water 
sparingly until the plant is established 
and shows signs of new growth. 

Unrooted cuttings should be placed 
in a cool, dry place for a week or until 
the cut edge has formed scar tissue. 
Several cuttings may be planted in a 
large pot filled with equal parts of peat 
moss and sand. Place the cuttings 
about one and a half inches into the 
soil. If the cutting is over six inches 
long, fasten a stake to hold it in an up- 
right position. Withhold water for a 
week, then keep the soil moist, but not 
sodden. Roots are usually formed in 
about four or five weeks if planted in 
spring or summer, after which the 
cuttings should be transplanted into 
individual pots. 

Orchid cacti need very little sun- 
shine, but must have plenty of light 
and fresh air. In cool, moist climates 
they do well on a shady porch after the 
danger of frost is past. Here they are 
sheltered from hard rains and enjoy 
the slanting rays of the sun. Plants 
should be watered daily during the hot 
summer months — except on cloudy 
or rainy days. A light spray in late 
afternoon will remove accumulated 
dust and produce a humid atmosphere 
during hot summer months. 
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Orchid cacti should be brought into 
the house before there is danger of 
frost. They may be stored on a table 
near a window as far as possible from 
heat. Crowding them among gerani- 
ums, or other leafy plants, creates 
humidity in the atmosphere so desir- 
able for air plants. They should have 
complete rest during December and 
January. A room having a temperature 
range from 32°F. to 45°F. is ideal. 

However, orchid cacti will tolerate 
a low of 28°F. for a short time without 
harm. A temperature higher than 45°F. 
will encourage undesirable 
growth. If etoilation (thread-like 
growth) appears, wait until spring to 
remove it. A half-cup of warm water 
twice a month or just enough to keep 
the roots from drying up is sufficient 
during the months of December, Janu- 
ary and February. If stored in a base- 
ment, do not water during December 
and January. 

Start watering in March when buds 
are developing. Place the pots in a pan 
of warm water until they are thor- 
oughly soaked, then replace them in 
the same position as during the winter 
rest. Marking the side of each pot 
facing the window helps to keep the 
position straight during this move 
Unless this is done, the buds may fail 
to develop. Do not water again until 
the soil has dried out, but increase 
water as the weather warms and the 
buds appear. Water twice a week until 
the hot weather comes, never letting 
the plants dry out completely during 
the growing season. 


Flowering Season Varies 

The flowering season varies with the 
temperature and sunshine. The first 
flowers may be expected in April to 
last through June, although a few 
will all summer. Often, 
rooted cuttings will produce a bud the 
first year. It really would be better for 
the plant if this were removed, but 


bloom 


few people have the courage to do so. 
So often they settle for that first flower 
and sacrifice the extra branch that the 
plant would produce if the bud were 
removed. 

For a beginner’s collection, select a 
few hardy species to experiment with, 
rather than the newer highly-bred 
types. One of the most widely grown 
varieties the Ackermanni hybrid, 
which thrives in ordinary garden soil 
with little or 
bright red flowers appear throughout 


is 


indifferent care, as its 


the summer months. Conway Giant, 


Padre, Sun Goddess, Thunder Cloud, | 


Celestine, Marseillaise and Sunburst 
are all hardy and time-tested. 
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COMPLETE PLANT FOOD 


Already popular with Tree Service Companies and com- 
merical growers many homeowners are now discovering 
its advantages. HELLER-GRO is complete and instantly 
soluble cnd packaged in handy easy to use 
paste form. 


@ HELLER-GRO will not burn and makes 
house plants bloom profusely. 


@ Produces best flowers and vegetables. 





e Develops deep rooted, rich green lawns. 





Aveilable in: e Best for feeding trees and shrubs. 
2% oz. tubes 
1 Ib. cans 
began Heller Greenhouse Laboratories 





218 £. Pikes Peak Ave., Colorado Springs, Colo. 


WEEDS WITH A TOUCH! / 


It's TOUCH and GO for dandelion, plantain, thistle and 90 similar 
garden pests when you use amazing WEED WAND. They shrivel and 
die. No stooping, digging or pulling. WEED WAND capillary applicator 
(no moving parts to stick or corrode) releases a small amount of 
science's amazing weed eradicator 2,4-D when applied to weed, 
No spraying or damage to grass or surrounding plants. Kills 
only weeds that are touched. Chemical is harmless to people 
and pets. Economical. 2¢ filling will kill up to 1000 weeds. 


50 ib. drums 


NOW! KILL 

















Sensationa/ 
New “SPOT” 
Weed Wand........ “Aes eae $1.25 ” wees 
Dow 2,4-D Weed Killer, 36 Refills. 1.00 “e ©0-0.'s 
please 
RE see Soe 
Dept. H2, 10342 Lenark, Detrolt 24, Mich. 


in Canada: C. A. Cruickshank, Toronto 12 


GRO-QUICK SALES 


You Can Be Sure... If It's Advertised in 
HORTICULTURE 





% 


Phase enler my 
HORTICULTURE subscriplion 


300 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, BOSTON 15, MASS. 


[] 3 Years at 

$7.00, saving 
me $5.60 on the 
single copy price. 


[] 1 Year at [] 2 Years at 

$3.00, saving $5.00, saving 

me $1.20 on the me $3.40 on the 

single copy price. single copy price. 

Name 












WATER LILY 
or 7 OC 
IN COLOR 


PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED... 
INCLUDES COMPLETE 
DESCRIPTIONS OF LILIES AND 
DO-IT-YOURSELF IDEAS 

. WRITE NOW! 


America’s most beautiful water 
garden catalog. Includes com- 
plete information on Tricker’s 
GUARANTEED Water Lilies. 
Also instructions on planting 
and caring for pools. Send for 
FREE copy now to office nearest 
you (15 cents in Canada). 


Wm. TRICKER, 





INC. 
ae an, See iw, 


Lo 552L Rainbow Terrace, independence, Ohio 





Walpole 
HURDLE FENCING 


This un-ordinary fencing does some- 
thing for your grounds. Provides a 
barrier against dogs and thoughtless 
children and gives your home charm 
and distinction. And all at very low 
cost 

Benefit from Walpole’s 22 years of 
specializing on Rustic Fencing. Start- 
ing with the selection and cutting of 
the cedar trees by our own Maine 
woodsmen, every detail is under our 
own supervision. That's why Walpole 
quality is the best and Walpole prices 
lowest 

Find out what one of Walpole’s 
many styles of Cedar Fencing can do 
for you. Visit our display grounds, write, 
or phone Walpole 830 for 12 page free 
Fence Catalog containing over 5O pictures 
of Walpole Fences in use. Prices included. 


Walpole 
Woodworkers 


767 EAST ST. (RTE. 27), WALPOLE, MASS 
AND 395 SHAKER RD. E. LONGMEADO W, MASS 
On Cape Cod 
Rte. 28, L. Davis Sales Agency, W. Falmouth 
CEDAR FENCES « GARDEN FURNITURE 
TOOL HOUSES 
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Butterfly Iris 


R HARDINESS, dependable bloom 
and usefulness as cut flowers, the 


butterfly or spuria iris are un- 


equalled, In moist climates their foli- | 


age may be subject to spotting like the 


bearded iris, but in most sections of 


the country their tall sword-like leaves 


are attractive through the greater part 
of the year. 


Butterfly iris species, like those of the | 
Louisiana types, are found along water- | 


ways. Their seeds are enclosed in a 
parchment-like, air-filled envelope 
like the cork covering of the 
permits them to float, 


which, 
Tris hexagona, 


Butterfly Iris Cherokee Chief, a rich 
brown hybrid developed by Eric Nies™. 


thus assuring their distribution along 
the boundaries of the rivers. These iris 


will tolerate great amounts of water 


but, like most plant life that is found | 
along rivers that can become dry in 


times of drought, the spurias will go 

unharmed through long dry spells. 
Recently, 

of southern 


Arizona and Texas es- 


pecially in the lower Rio Grande Val- | 
region — has | 


ley and the Houston 
caused a home 


flowers adapted to the climate. Bearded 


iris grow with difficulty, if at all in this | 
but beardless species have be- | 


area, 
come welcome garden subjects 

Spurias will grow in all parts of the 
country and are much less particular 
about soil and other factors than most 
members of the iris family. 

Ranging in size from two to over 
five feet in height, 





an amazing development 


garden demand for | 


the ideal spuria | 


famous 
Primroses from Barnhaven 
1954-1985 


a ee 





charmingly different and informative illustrated 
Book-Catalog of world famous, hardy garden 
Primroses offers, on page 31. 


SUMMER BARGAIN COUNTER 
(beginning May 1 5th) 
This annual summer sale includes Barnhaven's: 
SILVER DOLLAR POLYANTHUS 
(Blue ribbon winners in London) 


BLUE PRIMROSES 
AURICULAS 
ASIATIC PRIMULAS 


Designed to bring perennial joy to you and 
the shadier parts of your garden. 


BARNHAVEN 


GRESHAM 
OREGON 
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Rhododendron 


Gloriously 

beautiful 

flowering 
evergreens 


i i 


GROW-THEM-YOURSELF & SAVE! 


One of the most exciting “finds” 
of the season! 

Hardy hybrid Rhododendron 
seedlings (NOT uprooted wild 
stock) — GUARANTEED TO 
GROW — now offered at a truly 
amazing saving! 

Here’s the chance of a lifetime 
to beautify your grounds with 
these aristocrats of flowering 
shrubs. In only 3 years your Rho- 
dodendrons will easily be worth 
$5 each 

These choice hybrids come to 
you firmly rooted in peat humus, 
vigorously growing, superbly 
packed in special “plantsafe” con- 
tainers, postpaid at planting time. 
Fill shaded corners, hide bare 
foundations, with their dazzling 
beauty. 


NOW... ONLY $ 595 ot 


Up to 6” a 


ll li i 


eee 


Send for yours WE PAY 
MODAL! DELIVERY! 


ADVENTURES IN GARDENING, Inc. 
Box 316D, Babylon, L.I., N. Y. 


HORTICULTURE 
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stalk has four pairs of buds attached 
to the diminutive 
“branches”. The flowers are similar 
in form and size to the largest of the 
Dutch 
white (with yellow signal) through all 


main stem by 


iris. The color range is from 
shades of yellow and bronze to deep 
brown and from palest blue to dark 
blue, including some lilac tones 

The beautiful new hybrid spurias, 
whose development was carried to 
such heights by the late Eric Nies, have 
proved to be exciting, indeed. Perhaps 
the finest of the Nies hybrids now avail- 
able are the ruffled Two Opals in tones 
of blue and coffee and Larksong, 
which has white standards and yellow 
falls edged with white. Another out- 
standing variety is Carl Milliken’s 
Wadi Zem Zem, which has remark- 
ably large flowers of greenish-buff. 

Like many members of the iris fam- 
ily, butterfly iris are subject to virus 
infection. Tom Craig, noted hybrid- 
izer of the west coast, who has intro- 
spurias, 


duced excellent new 


states that the blue-flowered varieties 


some 


are particularly susceptible to virus 
infections. However, I have found that 
with good food and care, most spurias 
survive the virus infection 

In the north, the spuria bloom usu- 
ally follows that of the bearded iris 
In the south, it comes at the same time. 
Nevertheless, you may extend your 
iris season by planting butterfly iris. 
In the south, their blooming period 
lasts for about months. In the 
north, the spurias take their place in 
the middle of the iris parade. Headed 
by 1. the Dutch, 
bearded, intermediate bearded, 


two 


dwarf 
tall 


bearded, siberian, spuria, Louisiana, 


reticulata, 


Japanese and vesper iris follow in a 
close-ranked procession of lovely color 


Philip G. Corliss 
Somerton, Arizona 


Earlier Bloom 

From page 263 

disbudding many kinds to one flower 

per stem 
Another 

dener that requires neither light, shade 


method for the home gar- 
nor heat, is growing chrysanthemums 
in a pit. Dig a pit about five feet deep 
Put benches in it for the pots just below 
the ground level outside. Cover this 
excavation with a roof, having its 
north side boarded and its south side 
glassed, with a provision for ventila- 
tion through the ends. Such a pit 
protects the plants from frost so that 
they can bloom at their natural time 
of the year with very little care. 
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bright red leaves th 


Plant Oregon Trail 


. The All-Purpose Tree for SHADE, FRUIT, FLOWERS 
wh and BEAUTIFUL FOLIAGE (ideal for small gardens) 


} A new hybrid all-purpose tree for modern gardens, with masses of 
j exquisite blush-white scented flowers in early spring, followed by 












Plums 


Patent Applied For 


at turn glossy red-green and remain on the tree 


until late fall. Bright cherry red fruits, delicious for table use, jams 
and jellies. A graceful shade tree adding beauty to your garden. 
3-4 ft. size: 1 for *3.75, 2 for *6.90 

Well branched specimen trees: 5-6 ft.°6.90 ea., 2 for *12.90 


Shipped prepaid 


9 Dept.H, Rte.1 
HILLSBORO, OREGON 








NEW BOOKS for GARDENERS 


Published by The Massachusetts Horticultural Society 


y- Har ty Az sleas 
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ind Rhodode! 


apt 





THE GARDENER’S 
ALMANAC 


BY E. I. FARRINGTON 


The greatest merit of this handy little book is 
that it serves as a reminder of the garden chores 
that we must not overlook if we are to have 
flourishing gardens. Concise in form, it never- 
theless includes pertinent information about the 
culture of flowers, vegetables and fruits. Trees, 
shrubs and lawn care are not overlooked and the 
uses of insecticides, fungicides and herbicides are 
given proper emphasis. Furthermore the various 
parts of the country have been carefully con- 
sidered so that the book is adaptable every- 
where. Here is a sound garden book on “what to 


do” and “when to do it.” 
11th Edition — Completely Revised 


136 Pages Illustrated $2.00 Postpaid 


Hoancuctrunr'’s Book Dept 


Winter-Hardy Azaleas 
and Rhododendrons 


BY CLEMENT GRAY BOWERS 
Illustrated with 17 Halftones 


Here is a little book devoted to those types of 
hardy azaleas and rhododendrons that can be 
expected to do well in the northeastern section 
of our country written especially for amateur 
gardeners 


Dr. Bowers gives a graphic presentation of the 
various winter-hardy species their uses, soil 
requirements and general needs. He gives special 
attention to the most desirable places to plant 
specimens, to the control of insects and diseases 
and his list of species, hybrid groups and clones 
add immensely to the value of this practical 
little volume. 


$3.00 a Copy, Postpaid 





THE 
GARDENER'S 
ALMANAC 


EDWARD I. FARRINGTON 


Viastrated 





MAMSAC HUSETTS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 











Enclosed is Check Money Order 


300 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston 15, Massachusetts 


Please send me 


Vlease send me copies of The Gardener's 


copies of Winter-Hardy Azaleas and Rhododendrons 


$4.00 postpaid 


Almanac 2.00 postpaid 


Jone 


Mate 












Water Lilies for Beauty 


From page 2M) 


earlier than the tropicals and usually 
float their flowers on the water surface. 

Water lilies can be planted in 
bushel-size boxes placed in the pool, 
or they can be planted directly in soil 
spread out over the entire pool bottom 
Since the plants are feeders, 
the soil in which they are to grow 
richly fertilized. The pre- 
ferred mixture is three parts of good 
top soil to one part of well-rotted cow 
manure. If the latter is not available, 
any commercial water lily grower will 
sell you suitable fertilizer for the plants. 

To plant a tropical lily, scoop out 
a hole equal to the size of the pot the 
plant came in. Then set the lily with 
its leaf crown above the soil surface. 
But for a hardy water lily, lay the 
rootstock horizontally at least an inch 
the soil surface, with the crown 


heavy 


must be 


helou 


peeping out a little above. If the 
lilies are planted in boxes, a half-inch 
of clean sand on top of the soil in each 
will keep it from washing away and 
clouding the water. 

The time to plant tropical water 
lilies outside depends upon the climate. 
A temperature lower than 70° F. 
forces the plants to become dormant 

a condition from which they are 

recover. In the midwest, 
they can be planted by the 
of May, and even earlier in 
the south. In the east and the Great 
Lakes regions, the first of June is 
more likely to provide the necessary 
70° F. minimum, both day and night. 

Although the leaves of nymphaea 
lilies sometimes remain submerged 
after the plants are set, during the 
next day or two they will extend their 
petioles and reach the surface. Not 
more than one foot of water should be 
allowed above their crowns at planting 
time. If the pool is deeper than this, 


slow to 
usually 
middle 


water may gradually be added as the 
plants develop, but 18 inches above 
any plant is the greatest water depth 
permissible. 

During the summer, in addition 
to controlling the few pests which may 
attack lilies, all discolored (or old) 
leaves, faded flowers and seed pods 
should be removed. Before water lilies 
attain sufficient growth to shade the 
pool, algae can become an unsightly 
pest. If the pool is large and has no 
fish, copper sulphate placed in a 
cheesecloth bag dragged slowly 
through the pool until the water turns 
slightly blue may be used to kill the 
algae. 

There are many choice varieties of 
blues for the home pool. Of these, the 
pygmy lilies are excellent subjects 
where larger lilies would be out of 
scale. They are semi-hardy to hardy 
and flower freely from late spring 
until the first heavy frost. The hardiest 
of them all is Nymphaea tetragona, a 





Lecture 


Guide 


HORTICULTURE'’S 


SPRING GUIDE of 
GARDEN CLUB LECTURES 


Lecture 


Guide 





A Illustrated with colored slides. 


Showing practical choice of spe- 

LECTURE cies for hardiness in different 

zones and giving simple require- 

ON ments for successful growing of 
AZALEAS this beautiful shrub 


FOR TERMS, ADDRESS 
MRS. WILLIAM ELLERY 
5 ARLINGTON STREET BOSTON, MASS. 


» THE MERRYS 


CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
Lecture and “Demonstration 


. . 
House Plants 
« Mvstrated + 


109 Brookside Road Needham 92, Mass. 
Qgggggggggggggggggggnggd 


Perennials 
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Ilustrated lecture on alpine walls, ground 
covers. 1600 feet of colored film with running 
commentary. Lesson in building and develop- 
ing a tandscape portrait 


71 BURLINGTON STREET WOBURN 
MASSACHU: 


OO OO Oe Or 
FREE T TET TT TTT 


GARDEN CLUB PLAYLET 


Short, easy to produce humorous 

Fee $10 
MRS. 

48 Nehoiden Road 


2. D8. Sen Bon Sen Bon Bn Ben Bh hn She Bh Ben. hn Se Bh Bene She BB. en Boos Ben Bn 


For details, write 


ROBERT W. BLODGETT 
Waban 68, Mass. 


| Mrs, “Chester Cook | 


OFFERS 
Four Distinctive Lectures 


@ Decorating the Home for Christmas 
@ Flower Arrangement for the Home and 
Church 
@ Sculptured Fruit, Flowers, and Dried Plant 
Maternal desugns 
@ Planning the Flower Show 
ITINERARY: September and October Mary 
land, Virgina, North and South Carolina 
Nowember ~~ New England and New York 
States 
sennp FOR rUuRTHER INFORMATION On 
THE ABOVE LECTURES, WORKSHOPS, ET 


16 Belfry Terrace, Lexington 73, Mass. 




















INSECTS IN YOUR GARDEN 


Beautiful Kodachromes and interesting lec 
ture on six-legged foes and friends in your 
garden. Other subjects available. Write 


CHARLES WALCOTT 
81 Sparks St. Cambridge 38, Mass. 


TOVTTOTT TOUS OCU UU OU UU UUN 
ILLUSTRATED GARDEN 
LECTURES 


QQQQag090 
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$25, i 


For Philadelphia area 
Marguerita Ages 4° A. iol Ming 4 
5343 Knox St jadel . 

For Boston area 


Faith Phillips Tiberio, Stetson Un 
Ash Street, Sherborn, Mass. 


ITALIA 
GARDENS 


FEE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EA 


]| iia 


illustrated demonstrated 
by Anne Wertsner Wood 


(Mrs. Harry Wood) 
Make Your Own Merry Christmas 


Planning The Small Garden 


Brochure available 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

More Garden For Less Work 4 
+ 

+ 

Swarthmore, Pa. 7 


400 Walnut Lane 
t. &. PD Ben Btn Ben te a ts Be Ste St, ee Bea Be Sea St. Bee the Shes See St. 3.3 





ALICE CHAUNCEY 


. 

. 

. 

will photograph famous and private gestae in @ 

Spain this summer. She will also rephotograph « 

in Portugal and England. Until September 15th, , 

address her at: 27 Eaton Mews North, Lon e 
5.W.1. England. She will reply by airmail. After 

September, 320 East 42nd Street, New York 17, ° 

New Vork ® 

. 

. 


| 


Vivid pictures of birds, animals, in the wild 
and in your garden are yours to keep after a 


COLORED CHALK TALK 
by GERTRUDE ALLEN 


59 Sims Road Wollaston 70, Mass. 
Tel: GRanite 2-1244 


. BEATRICE FIELD 


LANOSCAPE ARBCHETEC T 


LANDSCAPE Its intrinsic value in Civic Beauti- 
DESIGN fication and the Individual Home 


200 Lawrence Street 
Leominster, Massachusetts 


CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: <A deco 
ration lecture, fully demonstrated, emphasizing the 
real meaning of Ch istmas. All properties furnished 


by speaker. 
GARDEN TA *® Entertaining and CON 
STRUCTIVE. (Mrs. Pease’s garden received an 
award for excellence of planning from The Mass 
Horticultural Society) 
No slides in these programs 

FLORA GRAVES PEASE 
181 Warwick Road Melrose, Mass. 











Mountain weather conditions permitting, 
ELEANOR BROADHEAD 
will complete a new lecture featuring 
FLOWERING PLANTS OF 
MT. WASHINGTON 
for the 1955-56 season 


Watch for further details in September 
or write to 
LORDLY and DAME 
| 80 Boylston St. Boston, Mass. 


| 
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species native to the northern hemi- 
sphere. It also has the distinction of 
possessing the smallest flower, which 
is very strongly four-sided. The color 
is white. 
A hybrid between this white pygmy 
and the yellow N. mexicana produced 
a delightful plant with somewhat . ; 
larger flowers of a deep yellow color. PP .. GATEWAY 


This is NV. helvola. Joanne Pring is a i ‘ 

pink-flowered sport of the white pygmy ' coe Bee TO MORE 
which developed in the tanks at Mis- “th BEAUTIFUL 
souri Botanical Garden. These last . i = 

two varieties are classed as semi-hardy. . . GARDENS- 


Among the tropicals, NV. heudelotii, 
F Newer @ finer 


is considered as a pygmy lily with very ; : 
' varieties of 


small, bluish-tipped white blossoms 


which are star-shaped. IR | S d 


Day-blooming Tropicals 


Among the day-blooming tropical DA y LILIES 
water lilies, Midnight is an excellent 


choice. It bears double flowers of a 
hos ich ma ‘ith be a all Be sure to get our new catalog featuring reduced prices, many 
deep, rich purple with only a sma bargain. collections and special offer to new customers 


golden center. Both Judge Hitchcock 1000 varieties described, many illustrated in color. This is 


and Director George T. Moore, of 

a deep rich purple shade, bear flowers THE, ONE, CATALOG 

in great profusion. General Pershing ; : you should have 

has been a favorite among the pink- whether you are a beginner or a fancier. Write Now! Its 

flowered varieties ever since it was FREE! EDENWALD GARDENS 
_ 


introduced in 1917. 
+8 «-eamchgad sialea | Dept. E VINCENNES, INDIANA 
Talisman comes nearest the shade 


of a Talisman rose, but even more 


beautiful is Peach Blow, which bears | % DAYLILIES # Send for free samples 


large, full-rounded flowers with man ” , ' rE 

Be, | led . : y 2 NEW COLORS. NEW SEASONS. LARGE. PERFEC . GA RDEN LABEL 

petals and stamens. African Gold, SMALL. LOW. TALL. BLOOM SPRING TO FALL. ' 
epee Caan DISEASE AND PEST FREE. HARDY, PERMANENT 

St. Louis anc Sunbeam are good yel- ‘Soap. LESS LABOR. ALASKA TO BERMUDA. 
setiae Hhile « » ctae lc FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET OF 

low varieties, w hile among the whites ce te = Rtende enna Jeautiful gray, green color |b 

the outstanding varieties are Mrs. FARR NURSERY CO. S “HOWARD HAMMITT 

BOX 455 


George H. Pring and Isabelle Pring. WOMELSDORSE, Pa. 13 Lewis Street Hartford 3, Conn 


Henry Shaw is one of the best hybrids 


ead pencil markines permanent 


Really reliable.’ Millions in satisfactory tse 
Beautiful gray green color blends with 





developed with fragrant blue flowers \r°““““"222een-2224<re o aol | 


aa 


and sparsely splotched leaves 


Choke 


Experts and Beginners Both 


— WILL BENEFIT FROM MEMBERSHIP IN 


ee ea aa 
ite ce ce 


he night-blooming tropicals are 


robust plants which should be given Cie « American ‘Kose Society 


plenty of room for leaf spread. The 
flowers begin to open up in late (A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION OF MORE THAN 15,000 MEMBERS) 


afternoon and often stay open until THE 1955 AMERICAN ROSE ANNUAL co 


late morning the next day. Missouri 
is the most spec tacular variety with All This Is Yours To Enjoy and Profit By At No Extra Cost... . 


enormous white flowers up to 14 inches  ¥ Thirty-seven articles (280 pages) on roses and how to grow them, written 
by national authorities for the gardener, 20 color plates of new roses and 
the famous Proof of the Pudding—candid comments on new varieties tested 
in home gardens all over America. Vv Membership includes a membership 
lily card. W Subscription to American Rose Magazine. Vv Help on personal 

Hardy water lilies, of course, are rose questions. V¥ Use of Lending Library. ¥ 1955 Guide for Buying 
suitable to the small pool because they Roses. ¥ Guide for Beginners on Growing Roses. 


in diameter. H. C. Haarstick is perhaps 
the best red night-blooming water 


teowwe Se OCS 


have smaller leaves and smaller spread 
than the tropicals. The outstanding 
varieties to look for are Escarboucle, 


1955 Dues only $4.50 Three years $13.00 


The American Rose Society 


Dept. R, 4048 Roselea Place, Columbus 14, Ohio 


Attraction and James Brydon in red; 
Rose Arey and Neptune in pink; 
Sunrise and Chromatella in yellow; 


“sas 
\ 


J (Just 
Published) 


a a a aa 


ee 


Paul Hariot and Comanche in orange: 


waa awa 


A) 


Gonnere and Albatross in white 
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MICHIGAN 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 


ANNUAL MEETING AND LUNCHEON 


Saturday, May 14, at Northland Center, North- 
western, Greentield and Eight Mile Road, Detroit 
Business Meeting for members, | 1:00 A.M ; Lunch- 
eon, 12:30 ($2.00 per person; Reservations must 
be made); Program 1:30 P.M., Annual Awards 
and Speaker; Conducted tour, 2:30 P.M., of the 
landscaping at Northland, under the direction of 
Mr. E A. Eichstedt, Landscape Architect. 

Please use the following directions — Parking 
Lot E, Community Concourse, Greenfield side, to 
Northland Center Auditorium, Rooms A and B 
(Please note that this Auditorium is nof within the 
Hudson store ) 

Members and friends of the Society are cor 
dially invited to attend 

For those who do not visit Northland often, we 
suggest that you plan to stay on after the close of 
our meeting and visit some of the ninety stores and 
services which are open until 9:00 o'clock that 
evening 


* 


1955 DETROIT GARDEN 
CENTER PILGRIMAGES 


Open to the public, Saturday and Sunday, noon 
until 6:00 P.M 

Tour 1—Grosse Pointe, May 14 and 15 

Tour 2--Wyandotte, Trenton and Grosse lle, May 
21 and 22 

Tour 3—Northwest 
June 4 and 5 

Tour 4—Birmingham and Bloomfield Hills, June 
ll and 12 

Each tour, $1.00. For further information call 
LOrain 7-8580 or LOrain 7-4424 


Detroit and Farmington, 


THE WHITE HOUSE, BELLE ISLE, 
DETROIT 7, MICHIGAN 





The Massachusetts 


Horticultural Society 
Horticultural Hall 


SPRING LECTURES 


“The Seeret Life of 


the Mushroom” 
DR. JOHN RK. RAPER 
Dept. of Botany, Harvard University 


Saturday, May 7 
2.30 P.M. 


“Worthwhile 
Perennials” 
RODERICK CUMMING 
Bristol, Connecticut 
Tuesday, May 10 


8.00 P.M. 


TULIP SHOW 


On or about May 19 and 20 


ADMISSION FREE 








Clippings from 


CLUBS and 
SOCIETIES 


Special Herb Exhibit 

“The Yarb Patch” is the name of the 
special herb exhibit which the Pennsyl- 
vania Horticultural Society is featuring in 
its Rooms, 389 Suburban Station Blidg., 
1617 Penna. Blvd., Philadelphia, June 1, 
9-7, and June 2, 9-5. Mrs. Samuel A. 
Duerr is staging the display to which the 
public is cordially invited. 


Hemerocallis Society Meeting 

May 16-19 are the dates of the 9th 
Annual Convention of the American 
Hemerocallis Society to be held at Baton 
Rouge, La. Garden tours, committee 
meetings, special luncheons and educa- 
tional lectures will be some of the features. 
Speakers will include Prof. J. B. S. Norton, 
Univ. of Md., Dr. W. B. Kimbrough, La. 
State Univ., and Mr. Ira Nelson, South- 
western La. Institute. Mrs. Gretchen 
Harshbarger, garden editor of Household 
magazine, will be the banquet speaker. 
For information about the convention or 
the Society write: Mrs. Daisy L. Ferrick, 
416 Arter Ave., Topeka, Kan. 


Tulip and Iris Shows 

The annual Tulip Show of the Massa- 
chusetts Horticultural Society has been 
scheduled for Thurs., May 19, 2-9, and 
Fri., May 20, 9-10, at Horticultural Hall, 
300 Mass. Ave., Boston. 

For the first time since 1941, the Society 
is staging an Iris Show, Thurs., June 9, 
2-9, and Fri., June 10, 9-10, at Hor- 
ticultural Hall. This will be held in con- 
junction with the New England Branch 
of the American Iris Society. The public 
is cordially invited to attend both shows. 


Outstanding Lilac Show 

One of the largest displays of lilacs ever 
assembled in the northwest will be featured 
in the Spokane Lilac and Spring Flower 
Show to be held at the new Coliseum, 
Spokane, Wash., May 14-16. Sponsored 
by the Associated Garden Clubs of Spokane, 
the show will be held in conjunction with 
the Spokane Lilac Festival, May 15-21. 
Lilacs ranging from deepest purple to 
white will be spotlighted with other spring 
flowers. 





Exhibit 


An exhibit of Rare Plants will be 
staged in the Rooms of the Society 
by the Pearce Seed Co. of Moores- 
town, New Jersey, on Tuesday, May 
3, 9 to 5, and on Wednesday, May 4, 
9 to 7. Here is an opportunity to 
find suggestions for new and distinc- 
tive material for your garden, by 
choosing from living material. 


Garden Visits 


On two Saturdays in May, some of 
the beautiful gardens in the Philadel- 
phia area will be open to members 
of the Society, free of charge, through 
the kindness of the owners. This is 
one of the greatly cherished privileges 
of membership in the Society. On 
May 7, five gardens in the Chestnut 
Hill area, and on May 14, four gar- 
dens on the Main Line will be visited. 





Pennsylvanta Horticultural Soctety 
389 Suburban Station Building, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Mr. J. Lippon Pennock, Jr., President 
Mrs. E. Pace ALLIinson, Secretary 


Mr. Georce R. CLark, Treasurer 


These gardens offer great variety in 
size, design and horticultural interest. 
Details are given in the Spring Pro- 
gram. 


Daffodil Project 


The perennial condition of happy 
anticipation in which gardeners live 
is one of the joys of gardening. With 
the glory of the 1955 daffodils still 
in our minds, if not in our gardens, 
we call your attention to the 1956 
Daffodil Project. Mr. Charles Mueller 
of New Hope, Pennsylvania, is again 
offering to members of the Pennsyl- 
vania Horticultural Society, at a 
special rate, five bulbs each of five 
choice varieties of daffodils. Those 
entering this project must show one 
bloom of each variety in the 1956 
Daffodil Show sponsored by the So- 
ciety. Details are given in the special 
announcement to our members. 
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Presby Memorial Iris Gardens, Upper Montclair, New Jersey 


Presby Iris Gardens in Bloom 

The Presby Memorial Iris 
Upper Montclair, N. J., containing more 
than a thousand varieties of bearded iris, 
will be open to the public during the 
month of May. Included are species iris 
and old varieties no longer in the trade, 
as well as Siberian and Japanese iris 
which flower later. All varieties are care- 
fully labeled in these famous Gardens, 
which represent a community project 
maintained through the joint efforts of the 
Town Dept. of Parks, the Citizens Com- 
mittee of the Presby Memorial Iris Gardens 
and the Montclair Garden Club 


Gardens, 


Peony Show and Meeting 

The 51st Annual Exhibition and Meet- 
ing of the American Peony Society will be 
held at the St. Paul Federal Savings and 
Loan Assoc., 6720 No. Ave., Chicago, IIl., 
June 16-18. Anyone who grows peonies is 
invited to exhibit whether a member of 
For information write 
Secretary, Box 1, 


the Society or not 
George W. Peyton, 


Rapidan, Va. 


American Daffodil Society 

The newly organized American Daffodil 
Society, founded April 9, 1954, extends 
membership invitation to anyone who is 
interested in daffodils and their promotion 
Quarterly News and Information Bulle- 
tins, a Yearbook and a Technical Advisory 
Service are some of the privileges offered 
For membership information write: Mrs 
William A. Bridges, treasurer, 10 Otho- 
ridge Rd., Towson 4, Md. Carey E. Quinn, 
Wash., D. C., is president and Willis H 
Wheeler, Arlington, Va., secretary 
Annual Field Trip 

Ihe annual Field Trip of the Massa- 
chusetts Horticultural Society will be held 
at the Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, 
Saturday, May 21, at 10 a.m., rain or 
shine. Dr. Richard Howard, Director, and 
Dr. Donald Wyman, Horticulturist of the 


May 1955 


Arboretum staff, will welcome the group 
in front of the Administration Building at 
the main entrance and provide guidance 
for the tours. Automobiles will be admit- 
ted. Members of the Massachusetts Horti- 
Society and their are 


cultural guests 


invited. 


Garden Club of America Awards 

At the 42nd Annual Meeting of the 
Garden Club of America held in Houston, 
Tex., recently, the Founder’s Fund Award 
was presented to the Garden Club of 
Cleveland, Ohio, for its planting of Species 
Roses at the Holden Arboretum, to the 
Trustees Garden Club of Savannah, Ga., 
for the restoration of the home and garden 
of the “Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace”’ 
at Savannah and to the Fauquier & 
Loudon Garden Club of Virginia for the 
planting of the Washington 
Cathedral with flowering trees and shrubs. 

Other distinguished awards were pre- 
sented as follows: Achievement Medal, 
Mrs. Harold Irving Pratt, Glen Cove, 
L. I., N. Y., for her services to the Garden 
Club of America; Distinguished Service 
Medal, Mrs. Lucien B. Taylor, Dover, 
Mass., for her work in conservation and 
adult education programs; Margaret 
Douglas Medal, Mrs. Mary Oatwell 
Stark, Laurel, Miss., for spreading con- 
servation education in Mississippi; Frances 
K. Hutchinson Medal, Jay Norwood 
Darling, Des Moines, Ia., for his work in 
wildlife preservation 

For creating a Heather Sanctuary at 
Nantucket Island, Elizabeth Hollister 
Frost, Rochester, N. Y., was awarded the 
Eloise Paywe Luquer Medal; for trans- 
forming the squalid sections of Philadel- 


Close of 


into gardens and pleasant areas 
Mrs. James Bush-Brown, Ambler, Pa 
received the Amy Angell Collier Mon- 
Medal; for developing a_ peach 
garden at the Huntington Botanical 
Gardens, William Hertrich, San Marino, 
Calif., was presented the Medal of Honor 


phia 


tague 


Columbus Rose Show 

The 17th Annual Columbus Rose Show 
will be held at the Columbus Park of 
Roses, Columbus, Ohio, June 5, Sponsored 
by the Columbus Rose Club, there will 
be non-competitive exhibits from five 
rose capitals of the country Portland, 
Ore., Hershey, Pa., Newark, N. Y., Tyler, 
Tex. and Columbus, Ohio. Another fea- 
ture will be a new class, Old Master’s 
Class, in honor of the American Rose Soc 


National Lily Show 

The North American Lily will 
hold its 8th Annual Meeting and Show 
at Horticultural Hall, Boston, July 12-14, 
with headquarters at the Hotel Somerset 
rhis is expected to be the largest show 
ever staged by the Society and choice 
blooms, including newest hybrids, will be 
exhibited by growers in New England and 
Blooms will also 
northwest, 


Society 


other parts of the east 
be flown in from the Pacific 
one of the great lily growing areas of the 
country, Canada and western Europe. 

Amateur and professional lily growers 
are urged to exhibit in this Show, whether 
they are members of the Society or not 
Schedules may be obtained from Miss 
Alida Livingston, secretary, Oyster Bay, 
es & e 

Officers of the Lily Society 
Arno H. Nehrling, president, Boston; La- 
Vern Freimann, vice president, Belling- 
ham, Wash.; Miss Alida Livingston, secre- 
tary, Oyster Bay, L. I, N. Y.; Ralph 
Warner, treasurer, Milford, Conn 
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Beautiful 
Gardens 


FREE OF CHARGE 


> 
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One of the privileges 
of membership in 


The 
PENNSYLVANIA 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 


SANZ 


Annual fee for all membership 
$5.00 


Life membership fee: $100.00 


ESSA ASSIS LS OMS OMSK 


privileges 


389 Suburban Station Bldg. 
PHILADELPHIA 34, PA. of 
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Walpole GARDEN 
TOOL HOUSES 


If your car is being crowded out of the 
garage by the garden tools, bicycles 
and baby carriage — or if you have to 
tote all your garden gear out from the 
cellar — you need a tool house. 


Walpole buildings offer better design 
and better construction, based on 
years of experience — plus the skill of 
master woodworkers who do a care- 
ful, old-fashioned good job. There's 
nothing to equal them in attractive- 
ness and in real honest value for 
your money. NINE sizes and styles. 
EASY budget terms if desired. 

See them on display at our shop. Visit us or 
write or phone Walpole 70, 104 or 830 
for Tool House Catalog showing more 
than a dozen designs and sizes. Prices in- 


cluded. 


Walpole 
Woodworkers 


767 EAST ST. (RTE. 27), WALPOLE, MASS. 
AND 395 SHAKER RD., E. LONGMEADOW, MASS. 
On Cape Cod 
Rte. 28, L. Davis Sales Agency, W. Falmouth 
CEDAR FENCES « GARDEN FURNITURE 
TOOL HOUSES 


Now ... ARRANGER VASES in 3 sizes! 


For all your arrangements... romentic condielight and 
roses; pansies on the breakfast table; and other ‘hard-to 
display’ short stemmed flowers — you Il want these wonderful 
slotted vases made by America’s leading potter to sell ot 
these astonishingly low prices — 

in decorator colors: White, Yellow or Green 


Lerge size 

Medium size (4°* diam.) 
Smell size (3°' diem.) 
Special Party Table Set (consists of 2-3", 2-4", 1-5") 


JUST “Holiday Flower Arrangements’ 
4 with over 100 wonderful illustrations 
OUT: — by Emmo H. Cyphers $2.95 


HERE'S HOW Dept. 8-5. 27 East 2000 St, WY. 10 


ped. 
2 ter $2.75 
2 tor $2.50 
2 ter $1.50 


1495 ppd 


eo 
$!.50 
$1.35 


(5°’ diam.) 














May 3 & May 10. New York City. Annual | 


May 


COMING EVENTS 


Showing of Gardens & Penthouse Ter- 
races, City Gardens Club of N.Y.C. 
Write: Mrs. Roger B. Hull, 818 Madison 
Ave., N. Y., N. Y. 

3-29. Winterthur, Del. 
Garden Tour, Henry Francis du Pont 
Winterthur Museum. 


May 10. Philadelphia. Garden Tour of Phil- 


May 10. 


adelphia City Gardens, Soc. of Little | 


Gardens. Write: Mrs. Bayard Wharton, 
338 South 24th St., Philadelphia 3. 
Boston. Lecture: “Worthwhile 
Perennials”, Roderick Cumming, Mass. 
Horticultural Soc., Horticultural Hall, 
8 P.M, 


May 13-15. Open House In Central Ken- 


tucky, Garden Club of Ky. Write: Mrs 
Alvin Stilz, R.F.D. 6, Lexington, Ky. 


May 14. Schenectady, N. Y. Spring Get-To- 


gether, N. Y. State African Violet Soc., 
Van Curler Hotel. 


May 14-15. Portland, Ore. Rhododendron 


Show, Portland Chapter of Am. Rho- 
dodendron Soc., Test Gardens, Crystal 
Lake Springs Island. 


May 16-19. Baton Rouge, La. 9th Annual 


Convention, Am. Hemerocallis Soc. 


May 17-19. St. Joseph, Mo. Course 1, Flower 


Show School, Northwest District of Fed- 
erated Garden Club of Mo., Y.W.C.A. 
Write: Mr. R. O. Powelson, RFD #2, 
St. Joseph. 


May 19. Milton, Mass. Plant Sale, Milton 


Garden Club, home of Mrs. Hatherly 
Foster, 239 Randolph Ave. 


May 21. So. Hamilton, Mass. Annual Plant 


Sale, Community Garden Club of Ham- 
ilton & Wenham & Community Service, 
Inc., Community House. 


May 21. Jamawa Plain, Mass. Field Day, 


Mass. Horticultural Soc., Arnold Ar- 
boretum. 

Vay 22-27. Chicago. 26th Annual Conven- 
tion, National Council of State Garden 
Clubs, Garden Club of IIL, Leland 
Hotel. 

Vay 24. Cohasset, Mass. Flower Show & 
Plant Sale, “Springtime by the Sea”, 
Cohasset Garden Club. Write: Mrs. 
Wyman P. Gutterson, 399 Adantic Ave., 
Cohasset. 

June 4-5. Kansas City, Mo, 2nd Annual Con- 
vention & Flower Show, Am. Gloxinia 
Soc., World War II Memorial Bidg., 
Linwood & Paseo. 

June 5-11. Cincinnati, O. Greater Cincinnati 
Garden Tour, Ohio Assoc. of Garden 
Clubs & Cincinnati Times-Star. Write: 
Mrs. E. F. Schneider, 3741 Charloe Ct., 
Cincinnati 27. 

june 12-26. Newark, N. 1. 

Jackson & 


Newark Rose 

Festival, Perkins Rose 
Garden. 

June 16-18. Chicago. Annual Exhibition, 
Am. Peony Soc., St. Paul Federal Sav- 
ings & Loan Assoc., 6720 W. North Ave. 


Museum- 








FREE 


TREE PEONY 
CATALOG 


Become acquainted with the loveliest of all 
flowering plants, the Tree Peony. My new 
catalog has attractive line drawings by a fa- 
mous artist. You will keep it for years and will 
want to show it to your friends. Send for your 
copy now !! 


Marinus 
VAN DER POL 


757 WASHINGTON STREET 
FAIRHAVEN MASSACHUSETTS 








SOMETHING NEW 


» = ; Added 
“LIFETIME” 
ALUMINUM GREENHOUSE 


Featuring “SNAP-LOCK” design for simple erec- 
tion. Being introduced this month in addition to 
our line of beoutiful Redwood pre-cut green- 
houses. 


NEW ENGLAND 
GREENHOUSE CO., INC. 


Box 69 Hanover, Mass. 
Taylor 6-2545 


Send for Catclogue MH-55 
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THE ORIGINAL 


KozaK 


Auto Dry Wash 
75 $. Lyon SF. Batavia, N. Y. 





©KOZAK 75 S. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y, 


Please send me POSTPAID: 
Super $3 KozoKs 


) SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
2 Regular KozeKs Pivs 1 Super (Valve $7)— 
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Companions for Iris 
From page 248 


rubens, a fairly lusty grower, but a 


beauty, is covered with a bower of 


blooms, like small pink dogwood. 

With much pink, light blue and yel- 
low in this border, the deeper colored 
iris, in purples, rich wine or bronze- 
reds and browns, can be placed where 
depth of color is needed. 

Clumps of dianthus, 
clove-scented, in white, 
plain-eyed and striped with silvery, 
gray foliage) as well as pert violas in 
blues, yellows and white, mingle hap- 
pily with whatever small iris are in 
this time. Iris Paltec is a 
little gem, with flaring blue flowers 
and foliage a inches high, the 
whole in perfect proportion. It is a 
hybrid of the species, /. tectorum. Billet 
Doux, a bit taller, is a miniature tall- 
bearded, also blue. Irrepressible, lova- 
ble johnny-jump-ups (which can also 
be lady’s delights), joyously scattering 
seed, spring up all over, in spite of the 
most meticulous gardener. Hustling 
insects spread pollen indiscriminately 
among pansies and johnnies 
with charming results. It is 
waiting to see what pixy-like bloom 
results before weeding too thoroughly. 
with its 


(fringy and 


pinks, reds or 


bloom at 


few 


violas, 
worth 


This early summer border, 
lavish bloom, needs good soil and gen- 
erous fertilization. A spring feeding 
and another in early July is needed 


Control Borers with DDT 


Iris need division when clumps be- 
They also need 
watched for borers. A DDI 
starting in early spring, continued at 
10 day intervals until bloom starts, is 


gin to crowd. to be 


Spray, 


a wise precaution. 

Early 
pods is beneficial to plants and in the 
a precaution. If al- 
lowed to scatter, the dust-like seeds can 
produce many stalks of 
orange-red bloom to disturb the color 
The long tap roots of pop- 
If any 
it sprouts 


removal of unwanted seed 


case of poppies, 
undesirable 


harmony. 
pies are not to remove. 
part is left in the ground, 
very readily again. 

Such a well filled garden of peren- 
blooming together, leaves only 
for any later display. 


seem to 


easy 


nials, 
limited 
Hemerocallis, 
easily 
find many spots to their liking, 
little room for the rich reward of their 


space 
how ever, 
bulbous lilies 
taking 


squeeze in and 


inspiring bloom. Regal and madonna 
lilies, the Olympic hybrids, the native 
L. canadense, georgeous L. auratum and 
L speciosum, 
liantly colored hybrids now available, 


display their beauty all summer. 


as well as a wealth of bril- 
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HAVE A BETTER LAWN — 
CUT WATER BILLS WITH 


AQUA-TIMER 
r Shut-OF $10.95 


Automatic Water Shut-Off 
for Lawn Sprinklers 

e Single-knob control sets timer for 
any pericd up to 4 hours. Simple, 
safe, foolproof. 

e Has QUIET automatic shut-off—no 
water hammer! 

e Can be turned off anytime while in 
operation. 

e Made of durable die-cast alumi- 
num and brass—rust-proof, leak- 
proof. Has green and yellow baked 
enamel finish. 


AQUA-TIMER is a money-saving investment that can easily pay for 
itself. Guararteed for 1 year. No more wasting water and money by 
forgetting to turn off your sprinkler... 
automatically’ Price includes postage. 


AQUA.-TIMER “remembers” 
Send check or m.o. now (no 


HOMCO, Inc., Dept. H-4,611 Waterman Ave., E. Providence, R. |. 





Pruning o 
Foliage 
Spraying 


W () R Big Tree Moving W 
BROOKLINE, MASS. 


Satisfactory work at a reasonable cost. 


White & Franke, Ine. 


AS 7-4204 
7-4205 








Get the 
NEW LOOK i: in, 


cedar and pine birdhouses 
2 Wren houses Knock Down 


Folder & Birdhouse Plans | 5¢ 
Dept. 51 


+ NEW Design 

+ NEW Finishes 

+ NEW Products 

+ NEW Selection 
+ NEW Economy 

+ NEW Satisfaction 


for VOU 


ALLENCO “Suburban"— 
rugged, thrifty, all-purpose sprin- 


kler— 


covers up to 4,000 square 


' feet to “parkway” sliver; stream 
or spray or combination; change 
*, without stopping. Only $9.96. 


wW. D. ALLEN MANUFACTURING CO. 


Chicago 











Letter to Mrs. Jones 
from Schreiner’s Gardens 


Dean Mus. Jones 

A lot has transpired since I last wrote. There 
have been floods and storms and atom bombe but 
in spite of the catastrophic headlines the im- 
portance of flowers a# a part of every-day living 
« being acknowledged by more and more people 
everywhere 

This year’s flower shows reported greater at- 
tendance in spite of storms. Enthusiastic gar- 
deners could not be kept out because of a little 
inclement weather. Yes, Mrs. J., 1056 ls certainly 
a year for garden lovers 

I am quite fortunate this year to have the new 
Ire Pink Sensation’’ as my introduction. It is 
a beautiful flower heid upright on strong stems 
and | am sure it will be «a pleasant addition to 
your garden 

This winter the family and I worked hard to 
develop our new Sehreiner’s Irie book for 1965 
and, you know, Mrs. J., | believe the long hours 
that we put in on this book have resulted in a 
publication which Iris enthusiasts will be glad to 
receive. Our new 1065 Irie book is sixty pages 
and about the same size as HonricuLTURE maga- 
sine We have 100 true-color illustrations of the 
beet and most popular varieties of Iris and com- 
plete description of all the best Iris introductions 
available in America. This, I am sure, will be of 
great value to everyone planning an Iris garden 

Last year | traveled the country wide during 
the Irie season and | photographed many Iris 
gardens for their design Last fall the whole famil 
looked over the pletures of the gardens which 
were photographed and we have incorporated 
many in our new book to tiustrate garden 
design. Yea! @ are actually showing you how 
to design an iris garden to achieve greatest 
effect 


Another feature of our new book is 4 section on 
how to plant Iris and how to use Iris in flower 
arrangements, The ladies will be particularly 
interested in this arrangement feature 

Now, because this is the first letter that I have 
written to you this spring I would like to give 

ou a real thrill by sending you our 1055 Iris 
wok. (It's only 25¢ and worth $1.00.) All you 
have to do ls write for it on your own stationery 
(No posteards, , because that's the way we 
get charming vlescents whose primary purpose 
in cutting up beautiful flower pietures for scrap- 
books.) Enclose 26¢ and we will forward yes by 
return mall this new and beautiful full color Iris 

book Stneerely 
Boe SCHREINER 


_SCHREINER'S GARDENS 


. 2 Box 327-RCH SALEM, ORE. 











GROW 
BIGGER 
BETTER 
PLANTS 


LIVING beneficial bac- 
teria and fungi that go 
to work IMMEDIATELY in 
your soil to manufacture 
plant food, trap water, 

and prevent leaching. You get better roots, 

lush thick lawns, bigger vegetables 

and flowers. Hyper-Humus con 

actually turn Subsoil into Top-soil. 

Write for FREE booklet. Buy na- 

ture-cured Hyper-Humus ot your 

neighborhood garden supplier. 


Hyper-Humus -3~~-: 


763 W. LANCASTER AVE. + BRYN MAWR 24, PA 


y A] 

POSEY BOARDS 

For Flower Arrangements 

My beautiful hand-carved, dark wood bases are ideal 
for fore and fruit arrangements 

sti" ee ee $4.50 

Set $7 





found only at 
ROBERT BARTON'S GARDEN SHOP 


Fousboro, Mass 


MRS. 
75 Granite Street 
Write for catalogue 








HY PON¢CA 


PLANT FOOO | . 


Biennials — Stepchildren 
of the Garden 


From page 237 


This year, for the first time in this 
country, the Read pansies of England 
are being introduced. These are very 
fragrant, but are only available in 
assorted colors. Pansies are usually 
planted in August. They need abun- 
dant moisture and should be trans- 
planted to stand six to eight inches 
apart. They should be covered with 
salt hay after the ground has frozen 
or transferred in the late fall to a 
coldframe. Set out in April, they will 
produce early flowers and, if cut back 
severely and fertilized in June, will 
continue to flower during the summer. 

Sweet william (Dianthus barbatus) 
is an old-fashioned plant almost in- 
dispensable for color in the early 
June picture. Planted in the fore- 
ground of a border, the foot and a half 
plants will be covered with blossoms 
in tones of salmon, deep red, 
pink, white or scarlet. My preference 
is to use one color only and then 
group three plants in a clump at 
intervals throughout the garden. 


rose, 


Improved Foxgloves 


Stately spires of foxglove or digitalis 
are charming candidates for the rear 
of a border. Great improvements in 
both color and flower form have been 
achieved by the hybridizers in recent 
years. Instead of the usual magenta, 
choice colors of clear shell pink to deep 
as well as salmon and purple, 
are now available. Many of these are 
splashed with crimson, brown, or dark 
red spots. The pure whites are ex- 
quisite. Instead of drooping flowers 
in the hybrids, the individual 
florets are produced horizontally all 
around the stem, thus revealing the 
contrasting markings. In the 1954 
trials the Royal Horticultural Society 


rose, 


new 


| of London awarded a first class cer- 


tificate to Sutton’s Excelsior Hybrids. 
These are truly magnificent additions 
to any garden. 

The old-fashioned hollyhock (Althea 
rosea), although really a biennial, will 
usually self-sow so prodigiously that it 
seems almost perennial. Double or 
single blooms are borne on five-foot 
plants in July and August. A wide 
range of colors includes pink, rose, 
salmon, red, yellow and scarlet. When 
transplanting hollyhocks be certain 
to move them while small because of 
their long tap roots. They will bloom 
even in locations where soil is poor. 

No one can visit England in the 
spring without being acutely conscious 


of two diminutive flowers, neither of 
which are grown to any great extent 
here. One is the English daisy (Bellis 
perenns), the other, forget-me-not or 
myosotis. In England, both are so 
lavishly used as underplantings in 
tulip beds that no soil at all is visible. 
The daisies, available in pink, deep 
rose and white, are borne on small 
compact plants. 

Forget-me-nots grow about a foot 
tall and produce quantities of sky 
blue flowers. Used en masse as an 
underplanting for pink tulips they 
present an unforgettable spring pic- 
ture. Although they prefer a damp 
soil, they will do very well under 
ordinary garden conditions. 


Plant Seed Early 


Probably many of you who have 
greatly admired members of the bien- 
nial clan do not grow them because 
you have not been successful with 
them. Actually, they are just as easy 
to grow from seed as many annuals 
or perennials. But taming is a great 
factor in success. With the exception 
of pansies, which may be sown as 
late as August, most biennials should 
not be sown later than June. That 
will give the seedlings time to develop 
into strong plants which will bloom 
the following spring. 

If seeds are sown as late as August, 
which is often advised, plants will be 
too small to bloom the next year. I 
have had this happen and it is dis- 
couraging to carry plants through the 
winter and then not have bloom. So 
plan to start seed no later than the 
middle of June. 

Even when weather conditions per- 
mit outdoor sowing, I prefer to start 
all seeds in a bulb pan or small flat. 
This I fill with a mixture of leafmold 


5 movern IRIS 


You can brag about, because they are all 
famous, and for Only $5.00 postpaid 
(A $16.00 catalog value) 





tan-brown 


Bold Copper, lovely 
$3.50 


blend to perfection 
Char-Maize, stunning rich yellow 
toned chartreuse 
Orchid Mist, beautiful orc hid with 
tangerine beard $1.50 
Pierre Menard, deep rich flaring 
blue with lots of individuality 
Rich Raiment, unusual red-brown 
plicata, very rich 


$5.00 


$2.50 
$3.50 


Our catalog, illustrated in color, is ready 
for you. It's different and it's FREE 


WELLS IRIS GARDENS 
P. O. Box 2-H Rialto, California 
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“Orchid Cactus” 


EPIPHYLLUM HYBRIDS 

INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER 

With mention of this 

ad, three fine vari 

ties, one each, whit 

red and pink, plu 

catalog No. 6 


ALL For $1.00 


Complete Culture 
Included 


CACTUS PETE 


5454 Valley Blvd 
Dept. H 

Los Angeles 32 
California 








Kenmore 6-9000 


BOSTON’S 
Coptey Sa. 
: Suey Genseed @ Television HOTEL 











$4.00 single—$7.00 double r 
Py 
© 2 Blocks from It 
Back Bay R.R. Station CG “a 
Horticultural Hall t G 
Symphony Hall ar 
Mechanics Building LZ . 
Restaurants | ” 
® No charge for children —— 
under |4 yearsofage “Y Lig ‘ 
Roger Saunders, Manager L 
47 Huntington Avenue, Boston 16, Mass. 
Grow two superb plants selected 
from the best award winning vari- 
eties. You will want more when you 
see these outstanding values. Order 
TODAY while our choicest plants are 


2 SAMPLE IRIS #122 


} FREE IRIS CATALOG—Over 40 color 
plates and complete descriptions 
from one of America's best Iris 


= 
(FIT ccitecions 
LONG’S GARDENS 


Iris growers since 1912 
Box 19-H Boulder, Colorado 


PLANT BUYERS GUIDE 


By EDWIN F. STEFFEK 


$ 7-50 


T PAID 


G 





Serious gardeners should not be 
without this excellent guide that 
lists 441 sources for specific 
shrubs, trees, perennials, annuals PC 
and bulbs. It is the only accurate y 
and complete book of its kind in print. If you 
want to know where to find it, the Guiwe will 
tell you where it can be purchased. Why not 
order your copy today’ 
HORTICULTURE BOOK 
DEPARTMENT 
HORTICULTURAL HALL 
300 Mass. Avenue, Boston 15, Mass. 











VINYL 
PLASTIC TAPES 


With strong iron wire core 


laslies 


PLasric 4, Pas 


© Strong © Easy to use 
© Waterproof 
© Re-usable 
PACKAGE OF 
70 TIES 


or Postpaid (Coin) from 
PLAS-TIES COMPANY, cor’ 


May 1955 


and soil, with a full inch of vermiculite 


or sifted sphagnum moss on top. Then, 


seeds are sown and covered lightly | 


with sifted sand or sphagnum, pressed 
down and watered well. Cover with a 
miniature 


pane of glass or make a 


greenhouse by sliding a polyethelene | 


bag over the pot. veep seed bed moist, 
but not soaking wet. 

As soon as seeds germinate, remove 
cover and place in a sunny spot, being 
certain that tiny seedlings do not dry 
out. Sometimes in summer they will 
need to be watered twice a day. As 
soon as second leaves appear, trans- 
plant flats. When about two 
inches high, move into the garden, 
preferably on a cloudy day. Dig a 
hole large enough for each plant and 
fill hole with water before the plant 
is set. Water flat thoroughly before 
seedlings are Then 
again when the plant is set and cover 
each plant with a strawberry basket 


into 


removed, wate! 


for several days 

I plant all my biennials in rows in 
my cutting garden. There they grow 
until they are moved in the spring to 
locations in my borders. They do need 
some protection in the winter. Salt 
hay is excellent if placed around the 
crowns of the plants, as with foxgloves 
or canterbury bells. I am completely 
sold on the P.M.G.’s mentioned ear- 
lier. This winter has certainly been a 
good test and the plants under them 
are coming through almost one hun- 
dred per cent. 

I feel sure that 
biennials you will 
without them. They fill a gap in our 
gardens between the early flowering 
spring bulbs and the later flowering 


once you grow 


never again be 


perennials and annuals. 


English wallflowers 


ATLAS FISH EMULSION 


The original fish fertilizer emulsion 
a learned 
from 
INDIANS 
to use 
FISH 
FERTILIZER 


* NON-BURNING 
* 100% ORGANIC 


Contains 22 natural trace / 
minerals and plant food 
essentials. Unsurpassed 

for all plants. Feed as 

you water. Inexpensive, 

| tbsp. to galion of 

water. At Nurseries and 

Garden Stores, OR 


Pint $ 00 


Size Postpaid y 


3 pert 
ATLAS FISH FERTILIZER CO., Dept.0 


No. 1 Drumm St., San Francisco 11, Calif. 


A BALANCED ORGANIC FISH FERTILIZER 


fast acting 
... Effective 


CYANOGAG 


Milis 
ANTS 


50° At Garden Supply, Drug, 
Hardware and Seed Stores. 


RODENT DESTROYERS 


MOLES & “CHUCKS” 


. » » THE EASY WAY 


Novel, effective destroyers: Light 
with a match and blitz out whole 
families of MOLES, rats, field mice, 
woodchucks, ground squirrels, etc., 
at one “shot.” Safe, sure aids to 
farmers and gardeners. 
1 Doz., $2.25; 3 Doxz., $6.00 
Send C: sh, Check or Money Order 
De luxe 72-page, color-iilustrated Golden Anniversory 
Catalog of SEEDS, BULBS, PLANTS ond GARDEN SUPPLIES 
will be sent free with every order, or mailed on receipt of 
2 5¢ (coin or stamps) to apply on first purchase from Catalog 


BURNETT BROS., INC. 


1905—GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY—1955 
Dept. C, 92 Chambers $t., New York 7, N.Y. 
Telephones: BArclay 7-6138 and 7-7829 
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HORTICULTURE’S “GREEN THUMB” 


DEPARTMENT 








ORNAMENTAL TREES and SHRUBS 

FRUIT TREES and ROSES for every loco- 
tion in your gorden — described and 
Wustrated in our 32-page color catalog 








before you buy 
G, wre mE) 
OREGON 
TER 






FPREE CATALOG 
ilustrated In Color 
Everything For The Lily Pool 


SLOCUM Ware 


By roe» Sogo 


v 





Modern 


Tall Bearded IR IS 


Our illustrated catalog describes 350 of the best and 
newest varieties — also contains other data of interest to 
oll Iris lovers. Write for free copy 
Come see them blooming May 22-—June 6th 
CHERRY HILL IRIS GARDENS 
ROUTE 212, PLEASANT VALLEY, BUCKS CO. PA 











Sturdy Hardy Perennials 


Strong well-rooted plants, packed to carry safely 
coast to coast, and then live, thrive and flower, 
Hundreds of kinds, unusual bulbs and hardy plants, 
ln our New illustrated catalog. Ask for your copy, 


PEARCE SEED CO. 


Dept. & New Jersey 


Meorestown 














TALL BEARDED IRIS 
JAPANESE HIGO, 
and SIBERIAN IRIS 
MODERN DAYLILIES 
Write for free catalog 


Fogueland Gardens ene en 





‘FREE COLOR 
CATALOG 
Tall Bearded Tris 
EDEN ROAD 
*) GARDEN 














YOU TOO CAN GROW LIVING “MING” 
AND POTTED CHRISTMAS TREES 
Japanese Met 
Dwarfing kits $1.25 up, complete with instructions 
and easy to germinate seeds. Write for information 
and FREE price lists on seeds and seedlings, for 
landscaping or dwarfing 
DON PEDRO FARMS 

Rt. 2, Box 10078 Stockton, Calif. 











Grants Pass, Oregon 
PRIMROSES, PANSIES, 
HARDY CYCLAMEN, HELLEBORUS 
Plants—Seeds 


Send for free catalog in color 


Vhe Hu fe Box 440-H 











BLOOM TIME SPECIAL 
15% Pre-catalog Discount 


on finest new weatherproof Doffodils, Super Tulips of 
the future and complete selection Spring blooming bulbs. 
Ask for your PRE-catalog special discount list. 


GEO. W. PARK SEED CO., Greenwood 27, S. C. 











Clackames, Oregon 
FOR HOBBYISTS 


QUALITY PLANTS 


y 
" ivermond 


i i ee ee 
SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, TENNESSEE 


INQUIRIES CORDIALLY ANSWERED 





| 
| 
| 


The World’s Finest Roses 


ARE GROWN BY 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 


World's Largest Rose Growers 
NEWARK * * NEW YORK 





AFRICAN VIOLETS 
AFRICAN VIOLET SEED. New crop. Mixture from more 


than 50 named varieties. 300 seed with planting instructions 
$1.00, JAMES FP. PAILEY, 605 W. 77th Street N. Drive 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


AMERICA’S FINEST AFRICAN VIOLETS. Send for free 
color catalog. FISCHER GREENHOUSE, Dept. HCS, Lin 
wood, New Jersey 

WORLD'S FINEST STRAIN — 300 African Violet Seeds 
only $1.00, Free expert's growing instructions. Free starting 
medium. NORTH NURSERY, 1007 Main St., Niagara Falls 
19, New York 


BIRDHOUSES 
BIRDHOUSES, $1.00 and $1.25, both $2.00. Shelter-Feeder 


$1.50 all knockdown. Brochure and birdhouse plans, 15¢ 
YONG HAUS 666TS, Mt. View, N. J 

a BOOKS 6 | Somer 
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINES, 1888-1955. Any 


issue. Garden books supplied. Color plate books. Search serv- 
ice out-of-print books, magazines. Send want list. PERIOD! 
CAL SERVICE, Box 465-HC, Wilmington, Delaware 


moms CHINCHILLAS e bi 
CHINCHILLAS. Why not buy the best. Several mated pairs 


from our prise stock, 1054 prises —- New England Grand, 
Reserve, Class Champions, two first, one second. Supply 
imited. KENNEY'S CHINCHILLA RANCH, Amherst 
Mase 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS Po) 

RARE SPIDERY FUJI CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 2 each 6 
kinds, dozen $3.00. Singles, Poms, Buttons, 2 each 10 kinds 
$2.00. Labeled. Prepaid. GABLES NURSERY, Haralson 
jeorgia 


1955 DR. KRAUS CHRYSANTHEMUM introductions, Karly 
English, others. Free List. GARLAND NURSERY, Route | 
orvallis, Oregon 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. Many varietics, 15 for $1.00. Write 
for lat. DAVID L. NORVELL, EB. 2625 N. Altamont Blvd 
Spokane 32, Washington 


DAFFODILS : 
GOLD MEDAL DAFFODILS. Descriptive illustrated catalog 


of finest NEW DAFPPODILS mailed free. W. J. DUNLOP, 
Dunrobin, Broughahane, Bally mena, Northern Ireland 


DAYLILIES 
DAYVLILIES. 15 for rT) wD post paid Black Falcon, ( Caballero, 
Dorothy Bolton, J. 8. Gaynor, Lights of Paris, Mariboro, 
Minuet, J. T, Russell, Oneita, Woodridge, Mrs. B. F. Bonner, 
Mischief, Trail of Gold, Santa Maria, Pink Charm. Catalog 
ii¢, ELMHERST GARDENS, Box 575, San Jacinto 19, 
California, 
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DAYLILIES. All of and only Dr. Stout's Hybrids. New colors. 
New sizes. New seasons. Send 10¢ for our illustrated catalog 
telling Why, When, How, Which and Where to Plant. FARR 
NURSERY CO., Box 4 Womelsdorf Pa 

EARTHWORMS 
WORM WIZARDS build soil. 500 — $4.00, 1000 — $7.00; 
packed in castings containing spawn and eggs. Directions 
with order. BERKSHIRE EARTHWORMS, 566 South St 
Pittefield, Mass 
HYBRID EARTHWORMS irrigate, acrate, fertilize, neutral- 
ize soil, producing healthier flowers, vegetables, trees, lawns. 
Excellent for house plants. Send ten cents for complete in- 
formation on our Laboratory Controlled Karthworms, NORTH 
PEMBROKE WORM FARM, Box 858, North Pembroke, 


Aassachusetts 


EVERGREENS At 
BABY EVERGREENS, HOLLIES. Rhododendrons, Azaleas, 
Xmas Tree Stock, Ornamentals. Flowering Shrubs, Blue- 
berries, Seeds. 36 page Catalog Free. GIRARD BROS. NURS- 
ERY, Geneva, Ohio 


GERANIUMS cs 
GERANIUMS. Memorial Day or House Plants. Fine bloom- 
ing, foliage, or scented varieties. Also FUCHSIAS. Call eve- 
nings, Saturdays, Sundays. AHEARN, 76 Howard Street 
Reading, Mass Telephone 0627-W 


229 CHOICE VARIETIES, gineluding peat and 
Leaved. Catalog 10¢. HOLMES C. 
Portola Avenue, Los Altos, ‘alifornia 


GESNERIADS 


GLOXINIAS, new hybrids, Alloplectus Smithianthas. *t 
seias Kechstemerias. Kohblerias. oe, Plants, Bulbs 
OCOGEW LL, Box 235, , Hamburg, N , 


10 DIFFERENT PACKETS of herb seeds, $1.00; 3 Elephant 
garlic bulbs, allium schordoprasum, 6 times larger, $1.00; 
“15 Ways to Make Money with Herbs’ 8000 word manual, 
$1.00. NICHOLS NURSERY, 1190 North Pac Hi-way, 
Albany, Oregon. 


GROW HERBS ANt AND SPICES at home (many rare and un- 
usual). Make 101 useful and salable products. Big profit orders 
come from neighbors, gift shops, restaurants, ete. Also mail 
orders. Window box supplies household needs. Successful 
rower shows you how. FREE — full details. HERB 





and " Faney- 
ER, 250 West 














home 
CENTER, 601-AY So. Vermont Loe Angeles 5, Calif 
HEALTHFUL vrofitable, flave flavorful 10 big different packets 


finest Herb seed Growing instructions, recipes. All complete 
for only $1.00. NORTH NURSERY, 1907 Main St., Niagara 
Falls 39, New York. 


sé WANTED 


WORKING GARDENER for greenhouses, lawns, and Lee 
vising men; refs. required, Apply by letter. GRAY Ri 
North Uxbridge, Maas 





A WORKING GARDENER with a thorough knowledge of 
planting, moving, and caring for trees and shrubs; knowledge 
of maintenance and installation of roads and lawns required 
State age, experience, and salary expected. Apply to: Business 
Manager, THE LAWRENCEVILLE SCHOOL, Lawrence- 
ville, New Jersey 


. a ee 
FREE BOOKLET AND LIST. Largest and oldest Holly 
Nursery in the East. EARLE DILATUSH, HOLLY SPE- 
CIALIST, Robbinsville, New Jersey. 


LIST OF OUR SELECTIONS of best American Hollies for the 
North ASHU ME T F ARM, Wilfrid Wheeler, Falmouth, Mass 


HOUSE PLANTS | 


STAR OF BETHLEHEM ( ‘ampanula isophylla). Beautiful 
fall blooming house plant — blue or white and DOUBLE 
BLUE FORM (Campanula hemaylis). One each $2.25. CALLA 
LILY BEGONIA collection: 3 different varieties including 
Double Pink $3.00. Illustrated catalogue of Rare Plants, 
Herbs, Perennials, Begonias, Geraniums, 15¢. MERRY GAR 
DENS, Camden, Maine 








IRIS 

SUPERIOR OREGON RHIZOMES. New varieties. Satis- 
faction aranteed. Catalog on request. KATHERINE’S 
GARDENS, 3563 Jacksonville Hwy., Medford, Oregon 
FREE COLOR CATALOG. Tali bearded iris. Finest Washing- 
ton rhizomes. Three new introductions. Almost 600 varieties 
EDEN ROAD IRIS GARDEN, P.O. Box 117, Wenatchee, 
Washington. chen 
IRIS. The Finest, The Newest, Dwarf, Tall Bearded and 
Dutch Varieties. Send for FREE Catalog. Sample Hy bridizers’ 
Charts sent on request. DIEHL'S GARDENS, Box 307-H, 
Alamo, California 
BROWN’S EVERBLOOMING IRIS GARDENS featuring 
fall bloomers. G. P. BROWN, Central Village P.O . Mass 

MUSHROOMS 
GROW MUSHROOMS. Cellar, Shed, Spare, full time, year 
round. We pay $3.50 ib. We paid Babbit $4,165.00 in few 
weeks. Free Book. WASHINGTON MUSHROOM IND., 
Dept. 114, 2054 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wash 


MYRTLE 
MYRTLE (Vinca minor). Fifty nice plants $4.50 postpaid. 


Hundred $7.00 d. Five Hundred $32.50 postpaid. 
kK OTLEMEYER, Hancock, Maryland 


CHARLES 

WILDFLOWERS 
WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS to t 
Send today for Free Catalogue. WAKE 
R.D., Home, Pennsylvania 

SEEDS 

DWARFED MING TREES. Japanese Bonsai Method. Seed 
for 200 trees — 10 varieties. Evergreen, fruit, flowering. An- 
cient experts’ instructions. Fascinating hobby. Make money! 
scerrunes mpasaates, Only $2.00 complete. NORTH NURS- 
ERY, 1907 Main St., Niagara Palls 29, New York. 









































hten a shade nook 
ROBIN FARM, 








HORTICULTURE 








EVERGREEN SEEDS. 40 Varieties — Pines, Spruce, Pir, 
Junipers, Cedar, Arborvitae, Hemlock and others. FREE 36 
page Catalog. GIRARD BROS. NURSERY, Geneva, Ohio 
2 . SEMPERVIVUMS 

COLORFUL HEN AND CHICKS. 12 varieties. Labeled 
Prepaid, $3.00. Over 100 different varieties. “Make a Hobby 


of Hardy Semperviviums.”” MACPHERSON GARDENS 
2920 Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio 


SPHAGNUM MOSS 


SPHAGNUM MOSS, finely ground for germinating seeds 
rooting African Violet leaves, cuttings, ete. Controls damping 
off. Peck $1.65, Half-Bushel $2.50, Bushel $3.65, postpaid 
Information included. THOMAS GARLAND, Pen Argy! 


Pennsylvania 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS. Northern grown, State inspected 
40 standard and everbearing varieties including the new Blaze. 
The latest in Raspberries, including Durham, off season, also 
Gatineau and Madawaska, very early. Blueberries, Asparagus 
Write for free catalog and planting guide. WALTER K 
MORSS & SON, Bradford, Mass 

STATE INSPECTED STRAWBERRY PLANTS. Free in 
structive catalogue. ABINGTON STRAWBERRY NURS- 
ERY, R.F.D., Abington, Mass 


PANSIES 


GIANT PANSIES grown from selected and imported seed 
Enormous blossoms, ruffied edges, unusual! colors, Also peren 
nials. No shipping. BRUNECK’S PANSY GARDEN, Rt. 9 


Boston Turnpike, Southboro, Mass 


PLANTS 


TRITOMA RUFA (Yellow Redhot Poker). Blooms continually 
Beetle zone only. One Dollar postpaid. GULDEMOND'S 
FRESH SEEDS, Newport, Rhode Island 


POINSETTIA 


POINSETTIA (Blessed Night that blooms for Christmas) 
other plants — Bougainvillea, Crotons, Gardenia, Night Jas- 
mine, Culture directions. Choice of assortment. $1.00 each, 
5 for $2.75, 10 for $5.00. PHILIP PATE, Kissimmee |, Florida 


POSITIONS WANTED oe 
WEEK-END GARDENER. Landscaping and upkeep of garden 


and grounds Saturdays and some evenings. Lowest rates. 
Reply to Box 120, HORTICULTURE, Boston 15, Mass 


HORTICULTURE. Permanent position desired, State of 
Florida. Estate, Commercial, State. Reply, Box 119, HORTI- 
CULTURE, Boston 15, Mass 


PRIMROSES 


VISIT BOULDER WALL PRIMROSE GARDENS in historic | 


Walpole, N. H. May 1-15 (Price lists on request.) 


TREES See 
ORNAMENTAL JAPANESE RED MAPLES. (iuvaranteed 
true red stock. 3 for $2.95 postpaid. 2 year old trees. BUHL 
NURSERIES, Rahway, N. J 


OUR REDWOOD TREES growing 45 states — 


seven species, 


dwarfs, giants. Imported trees, plants. Potted baby trees for | 


dwarfing, handbook. Catalog, 25¢; Dwarfing Folder, 10¢; 


Folder free. Join RARE PLANT CLUB, Box 398, Kentfield, 


California 


WATER LILIES 


FREE: WATER LILY ¢ ‘atalog Complete listings and planting | 
instructions, How to build pools, Winter care of tropicals | 


explained. Closed Sundays. VAN NESS WATER GARDENS, 
Rt. #1, Dept. H, Upland, Calif 


EMPLOYMENT WANTED 


EXPERIENCED HIGH SCHOOL HORTICUL- 
TURAL STUDENTS SEEKING SUMMER 
PRACTICE WILL BE AVAILABLE AS ESTATE 
WORKERS, ETC. AFTER MAY 9, 1955. EM- 
PLOYERS INTERESTED SHOULD COMMUNI- 
CATE WITH JAMAICA PLAIN HIGH SCHOOL 
AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT, JAMAICA 
PLAIN 30, MASS., OR TELEPHONE JA 4.3373. 











YOUR SOIL TESTED 


I will send you instructions and a special mailing kit 
for you to we when mailing your soll. After testing 
your soll I will give you complete recommendations 
for your gardening needs. Send $5.00 when you mail 
the soll sample. 


MAX LORENZ 


McKINLEY AVENUE, WALPOLE, MASS. 











GROWERS OF 
THE WORLD'S FINEST ROSES 


Cala Zz 


May 1955 


Rhododendron Society Show 


The Portland Chapter of the American 
Rhododendron Society will hold its annual 
show at the Test Gardens on Crystal Lake 
Springs Island, Portland, Ore., May 14 
15. A will be the 
presentation of the Dr. George Goodman 
cup for the best American hybrid shown 
The three-acre Test Gardens, now planted 


feature of the show 


with more than 2000 species and hybrids, 
will hold a second show on June 11-12 


William Herbert Medal Award 


For his service toward the advancement 
of the genus Brodiaea, Dr. Robert | 
Hoover of the teaching staff of California 
State Polytechnic College, San Luis 
Obispo, Calif., has been presented the 
William Herbert Medal for 1955, the 
highest award of the American Amaryllis 
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Check here 


C) Please send me a binder. $2.50 enclosed. 


NAME 
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BACK NUMBERS of | 
HORTICULTURE 


Now Collectors’ Items 


HORTICULTURE 
ATTRACTIVELY LETTERED IN GOLD 


Preserve your copies in an attractive and durable 


binder for quick and easy reference 


Handsome, green, custom-styled binder made of heavy drill weight 
imitation leather, 1244” x 9”; it has a stiff board backing, aquare 
corners, and multiple mechanisms with wires for each of the 12 issues. 


End papers in brilliant color, Postpaid $2.50 


A year’s subscription to Horticucrure and a multiple binder make 


an excellent Gift for only 5.50 


HORTICULTURE BINDER, 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 


C) Please send me a binder and enter my subscription to Hoaticutrune. $5.50 enclosed. 


Society, affiliated with the American Plant 
Life Society 
Agricultural Specialists Needed 

lo fill its needs for its agricultural pro 


countries abroad, the United 


Agriculture is recruiting 


gram in 
States Dept ol 
agricultural specialists, with emphasis on 
agricultural engineers, agricultural econ- 
omists, horticulturists, animal husband- 
men and entomologists. Those interested 
should write to the Office of 


U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Wash., 


Personnel, 
D. C 


LOOKING FOR A PUBLISHER? 


If you are looking for a publisher send for our free, illus 
trated booklet titled To the Author in Search | @ Pub 
lisher. 1 telle how we can publish, promote and distribute 
your book, as we have done for hundreds of other writers 
All subjects considered, New authors welcomed, Write 
today for Booklet HO. It's free 


VANTAGE PRESS, 120 W. Sist Sreet, New York t 
In California: 6253 Hollywood Bled., Hollywood 248 


In Washington, D. C.: 1010 Vermont Ave, N. W. 
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THERE'S ONLY ONE 
met war °™S” 
HOBBY GREENHOUSE 
it's $-M-0 -K-E! 


(in easy to-use fumig ators) 


Now-—>3 Fuiex smoxes 


7 os available for every hobby 
Oe greenhouse operator. Your 
5 choice of PARATHION, LIN- 
er”, f 
W 









DANE, ARAMITE. These fumi- 
gators now used by 4,000 
greenhouse operators on all 
kinds of ornamentals. Will con- 
trol your worst insects— easily 
and quickly! 

* * > 
Remember —FULEX FUMI- 
GATORS are the only smokes 
evailable for small hobby 
greenhouses. 

Free literature, prices— Write Dep't H5 


FULLER SYSTEM, INC.—Woburn, Mass. 











LIFE-SAVERS FOR LAWNS 


Moles ruin your lawn, uproot costly 
bulbs, damage plant roots and demol- 
ish seed beds. n't tolerate them .. . 
Just drop a few MOLE-NOTS in MOLE 
runwoys .. . MOLES consume them 
and die. Sold by your local dealer 






NOTT MANUFACTURING CO., INC 


MT VERNON WN 


Water lawne and gardens up to 60 
min. with automatic shut off. Many NEVER 


other uses, Fully Guaranteed, Free 

folder on request. Buy from your tA 
Hardware or Garden store or order © 
direct $5.95 ppd 


Dealer and Distributor inquiries invited 


FRED J. MORRIS, INC. i85°5 Sele’ ons 





GRIND LEAVES, COMPOST, SOIL 
WITH PORTABLE 


W-W COMPOST * 49 
GRINDER &— 


MAKES POTTING 
sol wiTHouT 
ADDITIONAL 
ATTACHMENTS 


Shreds, screens 
grinds compost, sod 
leaves and cuttings 
the way you want 
them. Prepares or 
gan matter for composting and mulch Mixes com 
post or other fertilizer with soil Separates trash 
Gas or electric powered 
















$124.50 less motor ond belt 
vord; $178 with 2 h. p 
Briggs & Stratton engine and 
belt guverd, Ff. O. 8B. Wichite 
Write for literature, name 
of dealer 


WwW GRINDER CORP. 


Wichita, Kansas 






















Key to Ground Covers Featured in April Horticulture 


5 yw IDENTIFICATION key for the color plate featuring Ground Covers on 
page 206 of the April issue of HorticutturE which was unfortunately 
omitted by the W. A. Kreuger Company is reproduced here for the con- 
venience of our readers. We regret the confusion which our readers experi- 
enced in attempting to connect the sketches with the accompanying chart on 
pages 207, 208 and 209. The Editors 



















Our Back Cover This Month 


HE GARDEN of Mr. & Mrs. Stedman Buttrick, Concord, Massachusetts, 

is renowned for its extensive collection of iris, hemerocallis, rhododen- 
drons and a host of other flowering plants. For many years it has been 
a source of particular delight to iris enthusiasts who have visited there 
at regional and national meetings of the American Iris Society. 

Widely known for his conservative judgment in the selection of varieties 
for introduction, Mr. Buttrick’s hybrids Lavish Lady, a lovely orchid, 
Wedding Bouquet, a distinguished white and Seafarer, a medium blue 
are highly rated by connoisseurs. 

When the iris bloom fades, the daylilies bring a new splash of color 
to this charming garden, which is located on the Concord River, once 
familiar to Emerson, Hawthorne and Thoreau. 

A wide variety of annuals, perennials, flowering shrubs and trees 
provide color and interest throughout the growing season. 
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ALUMINUM PE” hal) 
GREENHOUSE Mies i 
Beautiful and bright to ‘to ) 


in many 
new styles. 





A. SZ ss _ Dont Miss Another Season 
ME 7 = of Pleasure and Profit 


FA Mew ‘ 
ae are | ife3” EIGHT New Beautiful Styles—designed out of 100 
: : 


ase Y Wi. years experience by the world’s largest greenhouse 

Ae op aie om ~ builders. Choice of the popular ORLYT standard as 

: INK ae ae pictured above, in aluminum or economical redwood. 

gee Y iy St an And the very latest—A new graceful Curved Eave Orlyt 
oF. SAY, i Pie in aluminum—a gem for winter gardening. 

a Sl an Gir . Completely prefabricated—nothing to cut or fit. Alu- 

er Apes minum barcaps eliminate paint and putty ... The 
Lo Oa iam 7] : only construction that is maintenance-free. 

‘= Budget priced models from $250 up—less than $12.00 

. . - per month. No money down—3 years to pay. Auto- 


matic heat and ventilation optional but reasonably 
priced like the greenhouses. 


Send for colorful new catalog MY-70 


IRVINGTON, NEW YORK 





$12.00 per month buys this Send me your new free Orlyt Greenhouse 

8': by 10 ft. Aluminum Catalog No. MY-70 

Orlyt — $325 ready to go 

on your foundation. and NAME 

connect to your home ADDRESS Curved Eave Aluminum 
Automatic heat, ventila- _ Lean-to greenhouse, One 
tion, and benches at pro- of the many oftractive 
portionately low prices ; series to join to your 























